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Drainage Consultation on Application – 25/00510/FUL GINNELL FARM 
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 29th October 2025
Location & Proposed Development
Ginnell Farm, Broad Lane, Rochdale, OL16 4PU
Demolition of existing buildings and the erection of 9 no. dwellings, including associated landscaping and access. 
Documents Reviewed
Proposed Site Layout – A448-MAS-DD-XX-DR-A-102 – 14/01/2025
Location Plans - A448-MAS-DD-XX-DR-A-099 – 26/03/2025
Drainage Strategy – 22997 Rev 1 – April 2025
Topographical Survey – TOPO-A2_H – 25/09/2024
UU Safe Dig records
Drainage & Flood Officer Comments

1. The drainage strategy acknowledges the drainage hierarchy. Infiltration has been discounted on the basis of desktop geology, and there are no watercourses within reasonable proximity. Discharge to public surface water sewer is therefore proposed as a last resort. However, no on-site infiltration testing to BRE365 has been carried out. Site based assessment is required before full or partial infiltration options can be discounted. 

2. The scheme relies primarily on an underground attenuation tank with flow control. Limited use of above-ground SuDS has been proposed. While permeable paving and rainwater harvesting are identified as possible measures, they are not confirmed in the design. Basins and ponds have been deemed infeasible due to topography. Filter strips, swales, and bio-retention have also not been implemented due to site constraints. 
Whilst basins and ponds may not be feasible given the size of the site. Green SuDS source control (eg tree pits, rain gardens etc) should be deliverable and spatial constraints are not considered sufficient justification to discount them. 

3. Applicants should refer to and adopt the principles set out within C753 SuDS Manual ‘The SuDS approach to managing surface water runoff’.

4. United Utilities have confirmed agreement in principle to a discharge of 5.0 l/s to the 225 mm SW sewer Attenuation calculations demonstrate a storage volume of 96 m³ for the 1 in 100 year +40% climate change event. Drainage works are proposed within the public highway. Adoption strategy for these should be clarified.
5. Maintenance schedules have been included for attenuation tanks, hydrobrake manholes, and gullies. These are acceptable in principle.

Drainage  & Flood Officer Summary:
I. Infiltration potential should be assessed on site for full or partial options.
II. The design should be revised to incorporate green surface SuDS features.
III. Drainage routes within public highway should be clarified with respect to adoption strategies
IV. The above points should be addressed before the application is approved. 
Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
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