STATEMENT OF CASE

APPEAL: 13 Shaftesbury Drive, Heywood, OL10 2PH – 24/00298/HOUS

Dear Sir, Ma’am

I would like to appeal against the decision of the case officer to refuse the application on the grounds that the context of the application has not been properly considered. 

The application was installation of external wall insulation on all elevations of property to help bring CO2 emissions of property down, improve insulation of property, reduce heating cost and therefore for property to become more eco-friendly for environment. Insulation panels will need to be covered with render as this is most common approach for final finish of insulation on property. 

Case officer failed to take to consideration environmental improvement by insulating property which will improve consumption of energy. According to article from euronews on 09/12/2022 UK has worst insulated properties from all European countries which leads to increase in energy use to heat up property. Increase cost of heating and environmental impact by producing more CO2 to heat up house are main reason for wanting to improve my CO2 impact and meet government target of Net Zero by 2050. Article from euronews attached ref. Europe’s energy crisis in data.

I have already made several changes to my contribution Net Zero like installing EV charge point at property, driving electric vehicle, replacing gas boiler for Air Source Heat Pump and disconnecting gas from property to use only green sustainable electricity from energy supplier. Insulating my property is another way to reduce energy consumption and therefore contribute to better future.  

Case officer states that proposed render on insulation would be harmful to surrounding street scene, however case officer didn’t take to consideration that there are several properties on Shaftesbury Drive and surrounding area with render to their properties. Shaftesbury Drive has at least 6 different types of properties from semi-detached, detached and bungalows that bring diversity to the street scene and there are multiple properties on Shaftesbury Drive that have render to elevations. 

Example 1: After my property no.13 there are 2 bungalows (15, 17) and after those bungalows there are 4 link detached properties with render to the front and partly to the side elevations (Shaftesbury Drive 19, 21, 23, 25). So only 2 houses away there are properties with render. Picture attached ref. 19 Shaftesbury Drive.

Example 2: From my back garden, I can see multiple properties on Winchester Avenue that have partly rendered front elevation on 10 properties (Winchester Avenue 1,3, 5,7,9,11,13,15,17,19). Picture attached ref. 1 Winchester Avenue.

Example 3: After Winchester Avenue there is Newbury Grove that has 16 properties rendered (no. 1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17,19,21,31,37,39,41,43) including property no. 19 that was granted planning permission 22/00679/HOUS for extension and property is finished with render to all elevations. Picture attached ref. 19 Newbury Grove.

Above examples show that rejecting my planning application by case officer based on render was not fully considered with all relevant information that is available on Google Maps Street view. Furthermore, insulation part of application that was main reason to improve energy efficiency of the property is not even considered by case officer as they fail to address this in refusal letter. 

In summary the case officer has not properly considered the application, which is designed to reduce environmental impact, reduce heat loss, improve sustainability of the property, protect property walls with insulation, improve look of property and set great example of how existing property can become more environmentally friendly to reach government set target of UK becoming Net Zero by 2050. Refusal of planning permission for insulation goes against government support with insulating homes in Great Britain and available grants to help with this. 


Thank you for considering my appeal. Look forward to hear from you.

