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1  Introduction 
  

This Landscape Management Plan has been commissioned by B & L Homes, to form 
part of the planning submission for a new residential development on land at Buxton 
Street, Heywood, OL10 1BS.  

 
The detailed soft landscaping scheme is shown on the following drawings: 

• P.1680.22.02 Planting Plan 
 

The maintenance and management prescriptions detailed within this report are 
specific to the Proposed Site Plan on figure 1 below and the 1680.22.02 Planting 
Plan in Appendix 1. 
 

 
 
Figure 1 Image is an extract from the Proposed Site Plan by JCA Ltd. 

 
 

This landscape management plan covers detailed maintenance operations for an 
initial maintenance period of two years, followed by an establishment period covering 
years three-five. Long-term management proposals during the maturing phase are 
then detailed from years 6 to 30. These long-term management operations will 
involve less intensive management of planting and ongoing monitoring that should be 
reviewed at a minimum of five-year intervals to ensure the initial objectives are being 
achieved.  
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2  Site Description 
 
2.1  The Existing Site and Surrounding Area 
 

The site is located on land at Buxton Street, Heywood, OL10 1BS.  
 
The site comprises a grassed area with two concrete bases and bound by temporary 
fencing, wire mesh fencing, iron railings, and post and rail fencing. The site is 
accessible at the end of Buxton Street and abuts residential housing to the north and 
east. A railway track on banking runs along the southern boundary. Whilst the site 
sits elevated from the adjacent playing field to the immediate west.   
 

 

 
Figure 2 Satellite image showing the proposed development site  and the wider setting 
 
 
 
2.2 The Proposed Development Description 
 

The residential development proposes the construction of residential dwellings with 
areas of open space, private gardens, car parking facilities and road access. The 
areas of open space and private gardens will be turfed.  The open spaces will contain 
plant beds of Common Box shrubs with polar white gravel. 
 
The landscaping design is shown on P.1680.22.01 Planting Plan which provides:  
 

• Proposed Common Box shrubs (Total: 23 no.) 
• Proposed Turf (Total: 407 m2) 
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A bird and bat box plan has been prepared by Ascerta to indicate their locations (See 
P.1680.22.01 Ascerta Bird and Bat Box Plan). Provision of two bird boxes (2no. built 
in bird boxes) and two bat boxes (2 no. integrated bat boxes). 
 
This landscape management plan should be implemented in its entirety by a suitable 
management agent who will be responsible for achieving long term objectives. A 
management agent will be confirmed and appointed by the developer once the main 
development works have commenced on site. 
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3.    Landscape Design Objectives 

 
The overall design objectives are as follows: 

 
1. Carry out shrub planting, and turf laying within open space areas to soften the 

proposed development and provide an attractive setting. 
 

2. Habitat enhancement with the installation of two bird boxes (2no. built in bird 
boxes) and two bat boxes (2 no. integrated bat boxes). 
 

3. To retain and enhance the existing tree that overhangs onto the site within the 
north-east corner.  
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4. Management Procedures 
 
4.1. Management of Overhanging Tree 
 
4.1.1. Management Objective: 
 

To ensure the existing tree that overhangs onto the site is managed to retain its 
character and there is good protection of an existing habitat feature. 
  

4.1.2. Existing Tree - Maintenance Phase (Years 1-2) 
 

Pruning overhanging 
tree 

Prune back branches accordingly as and when 
required. 

 
4.1.3. Existing Tree - Establishment Phase (Years 3-5) 
 

Pruning overhanging 
tree 

Prune back branches accordingly as and when 
required. 

 
4.1.4. Existing Tree - Maintenance Phase (Years 6-30) 
 

Pruning overhanging 
tree 

Prune back branches accordingly as and when 
required. 
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4.2.  Proposed Native Shrubs 
 
4.2.1. Management Objective: 
 

To ensure new shrubs are managed and pruned to provide attractive, and neat 
planting using native species that provide some ecological value. 
 

 
4.2.2. Proposed Native Shrubs - Maintenance Phase (Years 1-2) 
 

Proposed Native 
Hedgerow planting: 
 

Establish new ball shaped common box by 
regularly watering the plants, particularly during 
dry spells and replacing any dead or dying stock 
annually. 

 
4.2.3. Proposed Native Shrubs – Establishment Phase (Years 3-5) 
 

Proposed Native 
Hedgerow planting: 
 

Prune/ clip in June and September and carry out 
any replacement planting if required.  

 
4.2.4. Proposed Native Shrubs – Maturing Phase (Years 6-30) 
 

Proposed Native 
Hedgerow planting: 
 

Prune/ clip in June and September and carry out 
any replacement planting if required. 
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4.3. Proposed Turf 
 
4.3.1. Management Objective: 
 

To ensure new areas of lawn are regularly maintained over the long term and provide 
good amenity value. 

 
4.3.2. Proposed Turf - Maintenance Phase (Years 1-2) 
 

Turf Allowance should be made to keep the turf 
watered during dry periods encountered 
throughout the establishment period. 
 
Mow the grass twice a month between April and 
October each year (14 times). 

Weed removal Hand weed or spot treat weeds growing in the 
grass. Three visits a year. 

 
4.3.3. Proposed Turf – Establishment Phase (Years 3-5) 
 

Turf Allowance should be made to keep the turf 
watered during dry periods encountered 
throughout the establishment period. 
 
Mow the grass twice a month between April and 
October each year (14 times). 

Weed removal Hand weed or spot treat weeds growing in the 
grass. Three visits a year. 

 
4.3.4. Proposed Turf – Maturing Phase (Years 6-30) 
 

Turf Allowance should be made to keep the turf 
watered during dry periods encountered 
throughout the establishment period. 
 
Mow the grass twice a month between April and 
October each year (14 times). 

Weed removal Hand weed or spot treat weeds growing in the 
grass. Three visits a year. 
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4.4. Bird and Bat Boxes 
 
4.4.1. Management Objective: 
 

To ensure new bird and bat boxes are regularly checked, cleared and maintained 
over the long term and provide good habitat value. 

 
4.4.2. Proposed Bird and Bat boxes - Maintenance Phase (Years 1-2) 
 

Bird and bat boxes Check annually. Repair any defects and replace 
when necessary. If damaged, bird and bat boxes 
should only be replaced by a licenced ecologist. 

 
4.4.3. Proposed Bird and Bat boxes – Establishment Phase (Years 3-5) 
 

Bird and bat boxes Check annually. Repair any defects and replace 
when necessary. If damaged, bird and bat boxes 
should only be replaced by a licenced ecologist. 

 
4.4.4. Proposed Bird and Bat boxes – Maturing Phase (Years 6-30) 
 

Bird and bat boxes Check annually. Repair any defects and replace 
when necessary. If damaged, bird and bat boxes 
should only be replaced by a licenced ecologist. 
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5. Annual Maintenance Schedule 
 

The annual schedule summarises the maintenance operations required for the first five years and 
should be reviewed on an annual basis to allow for any changes that may be required as the site 
develops and matures. 

 
 

 
MONTH 

OPERATION 

 
J 

 
F 

 
M 

 
A 

 
M 

 
J 

 
J 

 
A 

 
S 

 
O 

 
N 

 
D 

Management of Overhanging Tree             
Pruning overhanging tree As and when required. 
Proposed Native Shrubs             
Regularly watering the shrubs, particularly 
during dry spells and replacing any dead or 
dying stock annually. 

     X X X X    

Replace any dying / dead/ damaged plants            X  
Prune/ clip plants into dome shape.      X   X    
Proposed Turf              
Watered turf during dry periods encountered 
throughout the establishment period. 

     X X X X    

Mow the grass twice a month between April 
and October each year (14 times). 

   X X X X X X X   

Hand weed or spot treat weeds growing in the 
grass. Three visits a year. 

    X  X  X    

Bird and Bat Boxes             
Check annually. Repair any defects and 
replace when necessary, by a licenced 
ecologist. 

         X   



 
6. Long-Term Management Schedule (Years 6-30) 
The ongoing management plan is a guideline for the maturing phase of the site. As mentioned earlier this should be reviewed every 5 years as a minimum to 
take account of site based ecological changes and amendments to legislation.  
 
YEAR 
 
OPERATION 

 
6 

 
7 

 
8 

 
9 

 
10 

 
11 

 
12 

 
13 

 
14 

 
15 

 
16 

 
17 

 
18 

 
19 

 
20 

 
21 

 
22 

 
23 

 
24 

 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

Management of 
Overhanging Tree                          

Pruning overhanging 
tree As and when required. 

Proposed Native 
Shrubs                     

     

Replace any dying / 
dead/ damaged 
plants 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

Prune/ clip plants into 
dome shape. x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

Proposed Turf                           
Mow the grass twice 
a month between 
April and October 
each year (14 times). 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

Hand weed or spot 
treat weeds growing 
in the grass. Three 
visits a year. 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

Bird and Bat Boxes                          
Check annually. 
Repair any defects 
and replace when 
necessary, by a 
licenced ecologist. 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 



7. Summary 
 

This report has: 
 

• Described the landscape design objectives; 
 

• Set out maintenance objectives for each key feature type; 
 

• Provided a detailed description of the maintenance operations required for 
the first five years following completion; and 
 

• Include ongoing management guidelines for years 6 to 30 years 
 
The ongoing management objectives within this report are to be reviewed at least 
every five years and adjusted in accordance with site specific requirements and 
legislation pertinent at the time. 
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Planting Plan Key:

Site Boundary

Existing tree to be retained and
protected during the works.

Proposed native shrubs

Front and rear gardens to be turfed
on 150mm topsoil. (Area: 407m2)

Polar white gravel (20mm
chippings). (Area: 261m2)

2 No. BUX SEM

Total :23 -
Counted10L30-40cmBall shape: Neatly clipped: CBuxus sempervirensBUX SEM23 -
DensityPot SizeDiameterSpecificationSpeciesAbbreviationNumber of Plants

Shrubs

Plant Schedule

LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE SPECIFICATION

All operations to comply with appropriate British Standards unless otherwise stated on drawings or in the specification.

GENERAL TREATMENT OF PLANTING AREAS

Ensure that planting areas are protected from consolidation by heavy construction plant.

For work near a retained tree: Refer to BS 5837 Trees in relation to design, demolition & construction -
Recommendations- Section 9 (Appendix C).

Damage to Plants to be Retained: If a plant is to be retained is damaged, the plant is to be repaired or replaced by
the contractor at their own expense. “Damaged” means:
· The destruction of a plant the breaking of branches or roots
· The debarking of trunks or limbs
· The contamination of root zone soil or plants from drift sprays, dust or contaminated storm water
· The damage by the placement of fill or building materials within the canopy perimeter or otherwise.

1) GROUND PREPARATION AND SOIL SPECIFICATION

Subsoil:
Before receiving topsoil, subsoil shall be loosened using appropriate equipment to a depth of 300mm. This shall be
done when the subsoil is dry so as to encourage soil shattering. All stones and other objects larger than 50mm shall
be removed from the prepared surface. The loosened subsoil shall be roughly levelled so that an even depth of topsoil
can be achieved.

Topsoil (To Comply with British Standard 3882:2015 - Specification for Topsoil):
Imported topsoil shall be Multipurpose Grade as described in BS 3882:2015 and suitable for sustaining plant life.
Stockpiling of soil shall be avoided whenever possible to minimise loss of physical quality, diffusion of oxygen and
biological activity.
Any stockpiling shall not exceed 1.5 metres high and shall be sited so as to avoid risk of muddy water run-off into a
watercourse, not exceeding 1.5 metres high.
The site of the stockpile will be prepared in advance by grading, removing rubbish and ensuring no fuel or chemicals
were previously stored in area.
Topsoil shall be lightly consolidated in layers not exceeding 150mm using track laying machinery.
Soil shall not be handled in inappropriate conditions of weather and soil moisture i.e.
During or shortly after heavy precipitation
When soil is in a waterlogged condition
When the ground is frozen or covered by snow
When there are pools of water on the grounds surface.
Topsoil shall be laid to the following minimum depths:
150mm below new grass areas
300mm to rear gardens
400mm beneath new shrub areas.
Finished levels, after settlement, shall be as follows:
25mm above adjacent paving from new grassed areas and non-mulched shrub beds
75mm below adjacent paving and grass for mulched planting beds.
150mm below damp proof courses.

2) GROUND CONDITIONING
40 litres of compost to be incorporated into the top 200mm of each square metre of topsoil for all ornamental shrub
beds.

3) PLANT AND PLANTING SPECIFICATION
All plant stock, plant handling and planting to be undertaken in accordance with the following British Standard
Specifications and Code of Practice:
BS 8545:2014 'Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape
BS 3936: Part 1 1992 Nursery stock (Specification for trees and shrubs)
BS 3936: Part 4 1984 Nursery stock (Specification for forest trees)
BS 3936: Part 9 1987 Nursery stock (Specification for bulbs, corms and tubers)
BS 3936: Part 10 1990 Nursery stock (Specification for ground cover plants)
BS 4428: 1989 Recommendations for general landscaping operations.
BS 4043: 1989 Recommendations for transplanting root-balled trees. (withdrawn)
The Code of Practice for Plant Handling 1985. (Horticultural Trades Association).

Plant Stock:
Plant stock to be supplied in accordance with the size and description specified ion the plant schedule and position
indicated on the most current revision of the planting plan.

Plant stock shall be healthy, vigorous, free from pests and diseases and suitably hardened off for the proposed
situation of planting and lifted at a time in accordance with good nursery practice. Stock shall have a well-formed
fibrous root system and be free from perennial weeds. The form of trees shall be in accordance with BS 3936: Part
1:1992, Section 7, Form of Trees.

Plant Handling:
All plant materials shall be lifted, bundled, labelled, packaged, transported, temporarily stored and planted in
accordance with the procedures and methods illustrated in the publication, “Plant Handling” (Horticultural; Trades
Association) and relevant sections of BS 4043: 1989 Transplanting Root-Balled Trees.

Polar White Gravel:
All shrub beds shall be spread with a polar white gravel (20mm chippings) to a settled depth of 50mm.  Gravel to be
free from weeds, debris, and litter. Shrubs beds to be lined with a weed control ground cover membrane underneath
the gravel.

Ornamental shrub planting:
To be set out carefully and evenly over indicated areas. Remove plants from pots and plastic containers, plant and
water in thoroughly. Shrubs shall be individually pit planted in prepared pits sized to accommodate full spread of roots.
Plants shall be evenly spaced over the planting area. Firm backfill by treading, ensuring the ground is not overly
compacted and that the plant is positioned upright.

Turfed Areas:
To be specified and laid in accordance with BS. 3936:1998 Recommendations for turf for general purposes. Turf to be
Lindum Festival Turf (or similar approved). Hardwearing with a dense sward containing a mixture of 25% perennial
ryegrass, 55% fescues and 20% smooth stalked meadow grass. This mix is easy to maintain and will recover well
from general wear. Turf to be laid in suitable weather conditions on a prepared bed with no weeds and a suitable slow
release fertiliser applied to bed prior to laying. Turf to be watered regularly until it is well established.

Rear gardens:
Subsoil to be prepared to a depth of 300mm as per ground preparation and soil specification.
Topsoil to be supplied as per ground preparation and soil specification to a depth of 300mm, after gentle compaction
and to be left bare in rear gardens.

Grass Seeding:
Public open spaces shall be Germinal AberSustain mix, or similar approved. Sowing to be taken between March and
October.
Topsoil shall be cultivated to a fine tilth, be free from weeds, stones and other debris. Levels to be graded to form
finished levels as indicated in section, 'Topsoil'.
Roll, fertilise at 50gms/sq m, 10-14 days prior to seeding, sow at rate of 40g/m2 and lightly rake. First cut to be
undertaken when grass reaches 50mm.

4) MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Plant stock and soft landscaped areas shall be maintained for a period of five years via the developers' agent or
appointed Management Company during which time the following operations shall be carried out:

Regular visits:
Monthly maintenance visits to include the following operations:

· Hand weed planting beds
· Remove litter
· Re-firming plant stock to ensure the new planting is all planting to upright positions.
· Prune and shape plant stock as required to encourage good form
· Check all plant stock and report signs of pests, disease, death and damage

Polar White Gravel:
Top up gravel levels (using matching material) within shrub beds to 50mm at the end of the maintenance period.

Watering:
Plant stock to receive the following quantities of water:
Shrubs and transplants: Water regularly throughout growing season, particularly during the dry/ hot periods.
Watering to be undertaken during the first 24 months as needed to maintain plant health.

Grass Maintenance:
Grass shall be cut throughout the growing season to maintain a sward of approximately 38mm. Shall be edged,
watered as necessary and clippings removed.

New Shrub Planting:
Weed control by hand to ensure planting area is weed free. Prune and shape.

Plant replacements:
All dead, dying and vandalised plant stock shall be replaced, at the landscape contractor's expense, at the end of
each growing season throughout the maintenance period.
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