Lime Render Mix

Renders should be of lime mixed with aggregate which has a good variation of particle sizes. No cement should be used in the mix. 
A basic lime render can be made using the same ingredients and mixed in the same way as the approved mortar mix. A coarse sand can still give a smooth finish suitable for most vernacular buildings although the mix should be slightly richer in lime than a standard pointing mix, say one part of lime putty to two or two-and-a-half parts of sand. Do not be tempted to use a soft, fine sand - you will just end up with lot of cracks. The mix will need to be slightly wetter than for pointing but it should be slightly stiffer than its modern cement or gypsum counterpart. Once you start applying you will soon discover whether your mix is the right consistency: too thick and it will be virtually impossible to apply it smoothly and get it to stick to the wall; too thin and it will go on beautifully then slump, sag or drop off. 


Previously Approved Mortar mix below:

Mortar 
Repointing of chimney where necessary and pointing of ridge tiles will be in a lime mortar mix using only natural hydraulic lime. No cement will be added. Hydraulic lime option: a feebly or moderately hydraulic lime (NHL 2 ) will be used in a 1:3 proportion of lime to aggregate. 
Making mortar using hydraulic lime in powdered form is easier than using lime putty as, for small quantities, the sand and lime can be dry-mixed using a shovel or plaster whisk before the water is added, in the same way that cement mortar can be made. Alternatively, it can be successfully mixed in a drum mixer. Whatever method is used, you must be careful to avoid adding too much water. The mortar will become wetter and more plastic as mixing continues, and what might appear crumbly and unusable initially will produce a workable mix after about twenty minutes of mixing. The finished mix should be reasonably firm, not sloppy. Leave for about twenty minutes to allow the lime to swell or ‘fatten up’, to improve its workability, then mix again briefly immediately before using. 
The manufacturer’s recommendations and advice over mixes should be followed. The mix should also be agreed with the Building Conservation Officer prior to work taking place. For good practice aggregate should be matched against the existing mortar and have a good range of particle sizes. Wider joints demand a higher proportion of sharp (or grit) sand over building sand. Other types of aggregate such as limestone dust or brick dust can also be added to give the correct colour or texture match, provided that the overall proportion of the mix remains the same. 

