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 Methodology 

Guidance 
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2.14. The effects of the proposed development on the landscape and visual receptors identified 

above will be described as being Major, Moderate, Minor, Negligible or Neutral and either 

Adverse or Beneficial. The scale at which the effect will be felt will be identified (i.e. at site 

level, within the immediate setting of the site, at the scale of a landscape character type or 
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character area, effects spread over a wider area).  

2.15. Diagram 3 below indicates the general relationship between sensitivity and magnitude. 

However, this is not to be applied in a prescriptive manner and professional judgement will 

be used to assess the balance of the effect according to the individual circumstances. 

Diagram 3: Indicative guide to relationship between sensitivity and magnitude 

Magnitude Sensitivity 

High  Medium Low 

High Major beneficial or 

adverse effect, or 

Neutral effect 

Major or Moderate 

beneficial or adverse 

effect, or Neutral effect 

  

Moderate or Minor 

beneficial or adverse 

effect, or Neutral effect  

Medium Major or Moderate 

beneficial or adverse 

effect, or Neutral effect 

 

Moderate beneficial or 

adverse effect, or 

Neutral effect  

 

Minor beneficial or 

adverse effect, or 

Neutral effect  

 

Low Moderate or Minor 

beneficial or adverse 

effect, or Neutral effect  

 

Minor beneficial or 

adverse effect, or 

Neutral effect  

 

Minor beneficial or 

adverse effect or 

negligible effect 

Negligible Negligible effect Negligible effect Negligible effect 

 

Mitigation 
 

 

 

Assumptions and Limitations 
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 Planning and Policy Framework 

National Planning Policy 
 

 

 

 

National Design Guide 
3.3. The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government published the National Design 

Guide in January 2021 . Together with the National Model Design Code and Guidance Notes 

for Design Codes, the documents ‘illustrate how well-designed places that are beautiful, 

healthy, greener, enduring and successful can be achieved in practice’. It encompasses all 

current best practice thinking in urban design. 

3.4. The National Design Guide identifies the components for good design and emphasises that 

good design should not only pay attention to buildings. Careful attention should also be given 

to the context for places and buildings, hard and soft landscape, technical infrastructure - 

transport, utilities and services such as drainage, and social infrastructure - social 

commercial, leisure uses and activities.  

National Designations  
 

Local Planning Policy 
 

 

Rochdale Borough Unitary Development Adopted 2006 
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D/10 Protected Open Land:  

 

 

G/8 Greenspace Corridors: 
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Rochdale Adopted Core Strategy Plan 2016-2028 
 

G5 -Managing protected open land  
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G6 – Enhancing green infrastructure 
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 Baseline Landscape Conditions 

4.1. Landscape character is a landscape resource resulting from the interplay of the physical, 

natural and cultural components of the site and its surroundings.  

4.2. Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows the extent of the different national and local character areas 

within the study area. 

National Character Area Context  
4.3. The vicinity of the site is identified by Natural England as falling within National Landscape 

Character Area (NCA 54) – Manchester Fringe.   

4.4. An extract of the National Landscape Character Area 54 Manchester is included within 

Appendix B. 

4.5. The Key Characteristics noted in the Landscape Character Assessment are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Land at the west of Smithy Bridge Road  Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 19  

4.6. The Manchester Pennine Fringe NCA wraps around Manchester occupying the transitional 

zone between the urban areas of the Manchester Conurbation (NCA55) to the moorlands of 

the Southern Pennines (NC36) to the north. NCA 54 includes the industrial towns of Bolton, 

Bury, Rochdale and Oldham.  

4.7. The National Character Areas provide a general overview of character and set out the 

landscape context. Many of the key characteristics are relevant to the study area which lies 

within the transitional zone between the urban area of Rochdale and open land at the South 

Pennine Moorlands. The study area is dissected by the valley of the River Roch which 

includes the Rochdale Canal and the Caldervale Railway line. Vegetation within the valley is 

sparse allowing some long views to the moorlands. However, the views include the urban 

settlements of Littleborough, Smallbridge and Smithy Bridge, as well as some larger industrial 

buildings and the transport corridors.  

Regional Landscape Character Context 
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Local Landscape Character Context  
4.13. Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council does not have a current standalone Landscape 

Character Assessment, however the council carried out a landscape character and quality 

appraisal included within the Unitary Development Plan 2006 under Policy NE/6 landscape 

Protection and Enhancement.  

4.14. The Councils appraisal of landscape character and quality includes a series of landscape 

character areas which are illustrated on a map included within Policy NE/6.  

4.15. An extract of the Unitary Development Plan 2006, Policy NE/6 Landscape Protection and 

Enhancement is included within Appendix D. 

4.16. The site lies within Urban Valleys landscape character area for which the brief description is 

as follows:  
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4.17. The description of the Urban Valleys Landscape Character Area generally reflects the 

character of the site and land to the south. The site is “tightly bounded by main urban 

centres” as the urban edge of Smallbridge abuts the site along its northern boundary and 

parts of its east and western boundaries. From the site there are “long distance views to the 

moorland beyond” but these views also include existing housing areas, some larger industrial 

buildings and transport corridors. The valley is not well wooded, and vegetation is generally 

sparse.  

Description of the Site and its Surroundings 
 

 

Site Boundaries and Wider Land Uses 
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Built Form  

 

 

Landform and Drainage 

 

 

 

Vegetation 
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Public Rights of Way (PRoW) 
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Views, Visibility and Visual Character 

Visual Context and Views from the Site 

 

 

 

Visual Receptors and Views of the Site 
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 Value and Sensitivity of the Landscape and Views 

Landscape value 
 

Table 1: Landscape Value 
Criteria for establishing 
value  

Observations/comments 

Designations attached to 
the landscape 

There are no landscape designations such as special landscape area or 
AONB within the site or the study area. Land within the site is allocated 
within the UDP as ‘Protected Open Land’ (policy D/10) which is a spatial 
policy similar to Green Belt. Land within the site is also allocated as 
‘Greenspace Corridor’ (policy G/8) where development and other 
measures which will enhance the recreational, ecological, landscape and 
amenity value will be permitted. Locally valued 

Natural heritage Vegetation is sparse within the site. The River Roch has some wildlife 
value but otherwise the landscape is ordinary. The Rochdale Canal SSSI is 
a valuable feature within the study area and is an important habitat for 
submerged aquatic plants and emergent vegetation. 
Medium value 

Cultural heritage  There are no known heritage assets within the site. There are a number of 
listed buildings within the study area. Generally these do not lie within 
the immediate context of the site and there is no intervisibility between 
them and the site. However, Clegg Hall, Clegg Hall Mill and Clegg Hall 
Cottages are Grade ll listed and are located on higher land to the south 
which is visible from the site.  
Medium value  

Landscape condition  The landscape is urban fringe, bordered by the edge of Smallbridge to the 
north and Smithy Bridge to the south. There are no features of particular 
value within the site and vegetation is sparse. There is a gappy, poorly 
managed hedgerow within the site and some hedgerows and trees along 
the site boundaries. Within the site there is a disintegrating stone wall. 
The landscape has a neglected character although the River Valley is an 
attractive feature and the site, by virtue of its open nature, provides 
opportunities for longer views to the wider landscape of the Pennine 
Hills. 
Medium-low value 

Perceptual (Scenic) There are views along the River Roch corridor and some long views which 
include the South Pennine Hills. The urban edge of Smallbridge and 
Smithy Bridge is closely associated with the site itself which influences its 
scenic quality. 
Medium value 

Perceptual (Wilderness 
and tranquility) 

It is an urban fringe landscape. The landscape is not considered to be 
remote or tranquil due to the presence of roads and housing areas.  
Low value 



Land at the west of Smithy Bridge Road  Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 28  

Criteria for establishing 
value  

Observations/comments 

Distinctiveness The landscape does not include uncommon characteristics or distinctive 
features which are identified as being characteristic. The landscape is 
typical of the Urban Valleys character area but does not include particular 
features which are rare or unusual. 
Low value 

Associations  There is no evidence of any association with artists, writers or historical 
events which might contribute to its value. 
Low value 

Recreational  PRoW 6 and 8 cross the site and it is therefore locally valued for walking. 
There are several other PRoW within the landscape to the south of the 
site. The towpath along the Rochdale Canal is a PRoW and an off-road 
cycle route.  
Medium value 

Functional The rural land within the study area functions primarily as agricultural 
land. The landscape is part of a river valley system which increases its 
ecological value and natural function. The valley is described by the 
landscape character assessment as an ‘urban valley’ due to the presence 
of urban land uses. 
Medium-high value 

Value of the site – medium/Locally valued 
Value of the landscape within the study area - medium/Locally valued 

 

Landscape susceptibility 
 

 

 

Landscape sensitivity 
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Table 2: Landscape Sensitivity 

Value of the Landscape Susceptibility to Change Resulting Sensitivity 

Medium 

As set out in Table 1 above 

Low 

As set out above 

 

Medium-Low 

Value and sensitivity of views 
 

 

 

Table 3: Visual Sensitivity 

Visual Receptor Type Value of the View Susceptibility to Change 
Resulting 

Sensitivity 

Pedestrians using 
PRoW through the site 

and the land to the 
south of the site 

Medium 

Local value attached to the 
views in relation to the 
greenspace corridor 
planning designation. Some 
longer views to the wider 
landscape and views of 
open land in the context of 
the existing urban edge. The 
views do not have heritage 
value or cultural 
associations. It is a pleasant 
but unremarkable landscape 
which is not considered to 
be a popular visitor 
attraction. 

High 

The landscape setting is 
likely to be valued by 
those engaged in 
recreation. 

High-medium 

Motorists and 
pedestrians using local 

roads 

Medium 

Views along the highway 
corridor. The views do not 
have heritage value or 
cultural associations. 

Medium 

Motorists primarily using 
routes for access rather 
than focusing on the 
views. Taking in to account 

Medium 
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Visual Receptor Type Value of the View Susceptibility to Change 
Resulting 

Sensitivity 

It is a pleasant but 
unremarkable landscape 
which is not considered to 
be a popular visitor 
attraction. 

their speed of travel, the 
fleeting views. 

Pedestrian routes are not 
through open countryside 
but adjacent to highway 
providing convenient 
access rather than an 
attractive route. 

Passengers on the 
Railway 

Low 

Views of open land in the 
context of the existing 
urban edge. The views do 
not have heritage value or 
cultural associations. Not 
considered to be a visitor 
attraction. 

Medium 

Primarily using the route 
for access rather than 
focusing on the views. 
Taking in to account their 
speed of travel, the 
fleeting views. 
 

Medium-low 

Those using the 
allotments 

Medium 

Views of gardens and 
boundary fences. The views 
do not have heritage value 
or cultural associations. It is 
a pleasant but 
unremarkable landscape 
which is not considered to 
be a popular visitor 
attraction. 

Medium 

Some appreciation of 
views but not the main 
focus. 

Medium 

Private residents 

Medium 

Views of gardens and 
boundary fences and some 
longer views from upper 
storey windows. The views 
do not have heritage value 
or cultural associations. It is 
a pleasant but 
unremarkable landscape 
which is not considered to 
be a popular visitor 
attraction. 

High 

Experience views for 
longer than those passing 
through an area. 

High-medium 
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 Scheme Proposals and Mitigation 
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 Completion Effects (Yr1) 

Landscape Effects at Completion 
 

 

 

Size and Scale of Effect 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographical Extent of Effects 
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Duration of Effects 

 

Summary of Landscape Effects upon Completion 

 

Table 4: Summary of effect on landscape at completion (Yr1) 

Receptor  Sensitivity Magnitude 
Resulting Significance of 
Effect 

 
Landscape within the study 
area 
 

 
Medium-Low 
(Table 2 above) 

 
Low 
 

 
Minor adverse 
Local/Medium term 

Views and Visual Receptors 
 

 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP8 (Photographs 1.1-1.7) 

 



Land at the west of Smithy Bridge Road  Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 35  

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP6 (Photographs 2.1-2.8) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP4/260/259 (Photographs 3.1-3.9) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP261 (Photographs 4.1-4.2) 
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Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP265/266 (Photographs 5.1-5.3 and 

photomontage 5.2) 

 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP258 along the Rochdale Canal (Photograph 6.1) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP249/240 (Photographs 7.1-7.2) 
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Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP250/257/258/259 near to Clegg Hall 

(Photographs 8.1-8.3 and Photomontage 8.1) 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on motorists and pedestrians travelling on Smithy Bridge Road (Photographs 

9.1-9.2 and Photomontage 9.2) 
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Visual Effects on those travelling on the railway (Photographs 10.1-10.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on those using the allotments to the north of the site (Photographs 11.1-11.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on South View Road (Photographs 12) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on Wuerdle Close and Wuerdle Place (Photographs 

13.1-13.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located to the north of the site (Wuerdle Farm, Brooklyn 

Ave, William Street, Holland Street, George Street, houses built as part of application 

15/00413 and 14/01412/FUL) (Photographs 14.1-14.5) 
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Visual Effects on private residents located on Yea Fold and Higher Eafield Farm (Photograph 

15) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on Bealcroft Close and Weir Road, Milnrow 

(Photograph 16) 
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Table 5: Summary of Visual Effects at Completion (Yr1) 

  

 Visual Receptor Type Sensitivity Magnitude Resulting Significance of Effect 

1 Pedestrians on PRoW FP8 High-Medium Medium-
adverse 
 

Moderate adverse. 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

2 Pedestrians on PRoW FP6 High-Medium Medium 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

3 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP4/260/259 

High-Medium Medium-low 
adverse 

Moderate -minor adverse 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

4 Pedestrians on PRoW FP261 High-Medium Low adverse Minor adverse  
Local/Medium term/temporary 

5 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP265/266 

High-Medium Low adverse Moderate-Minor adverse  
Local/Medium term/temporary 

6 Pedestrians on PRoW FP258 
Rochdale Canal 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

7 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP249/240 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

8 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP250/257/258/259 near 
Clegg Hall 

High-Medium Low adverse Moderate-Minor adverse  
Local/Medium term/temporary 

9 Motorists/pedestrians 
travelling on Smithy Bridge 
Road 

Medium Medium 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

10 Passengers travelling on the 
railway  

Medium-low Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

11 Views from the allotments Medium Low adverse Minor adverse 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

12 Private residents of South 
View Road 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

13 Private residents of 
Wuerdle Close and Wuerdle 
Place 

High-Medium Negligible Negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

14 Private residents of housing 
to the north of the site 

High-Medium Medium 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 
Local/Medium term/temporary 

15 Private residents of Yea 
Fold and Higher Eafield 
Farm 

High-Medium Low adverse Minor adverse  
Local/Medium term/temporary 

16 Private residents of 
Bealcroft Close and Weir 
Road, Milnrow 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/Medium term/temporary 
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 Residual Effects (Yr15) 

Residual Landscape Effects  
 

 

 

Size and Scale of Effect 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographical Extent of Effects 
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Duration of Effects 

 

Summary of Residual Landscape Effects 

 

Table 6: Summary of residual landscape effects (Yr15) 

Receptor  Sensitivity Magnitude 
Resulting Significance of 
Effect 

 
Landscape within the study 
area 
 

 
Medium-Low 
(Table 2 above) 

 
Low adverse-
negligible 
 

 
Minor adverse-negligible 
Local/Long term/ permanent 

Views and Visual Receptors 
 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP8 (Photographs 1.1-1.7) 
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Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP6 (Photographs 2.1-2.9) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP4/260/259 (Photographs 3.1-3.9) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP261(Photographs 4.1-4.2)  
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Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP265/266 (Photographs 5.1-5.3 and 

photomontage 5.2) 

 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP258 along the Rochdale Canal (Photograph 6.1) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP249/240 (Photographs 7.1-7.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on pedestrians using PRoW FP250/257/258/259 near to Clegg Hall 

(Photographs 8.1-8.3 and Photomontage 8.1) 
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Visual Effects on motorists and pedestrians travelling on Smithy Bridge Road (Photographs 

9.1-9.2 and Photomontage 9.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Visual Effects on those travelling on the railway (Photographs 10.1-10.2) 
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Visual Effects on those using the allotments to the north of the site (Photographs 11.1-11.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on South View Road (Photographs 12) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on Wuerdle Close and Wuerdle Place (Photographs 

13.1-13.2) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located to the north of the site (Wuerdle Farm, Brooklyn 

Ave, William Street, Holland Street, George Street, houses built as part of application 

15/00413 and 14/01412/FUL) (Photographs 14.1-14.5) 
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Visual Effects on private residents located on Yea Fold and Higher Eafield Farm (Photograph 

15) 

 

 

Visual Effects on private residents located on Bealcroft Close and Weir Road, Milnrow 

(Photograph 16) 
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Table 7: Summary of Residual Visual Effects (15 years post completion) 
 Visual Receptor Type Sensitivity Magnitude Resulting Significance of Effect 

1 Pedestrians on PRoW FP8 High-Medium Medium-low 
adverse 
 

Moderate-minor adverse 
Local/Long term/permanent 

2 Pedestrians on PRoW FP6 High-Medium Medium -low 
adverse 

Moderate-minor adverse 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

3 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP4/260/259 

High-Medium Low adverse Minor adverse  
Local/ Long term/permanent 

4 Pedestrians on PRoW FP261 High-Medium Low neutral-
negligible 

Minor neutral-negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

5 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP265/266 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse-negligible  
Local/ Long term/permanent 

6 Pedestrians on PRoW FP258 
Rochdale Canal 

High-Medium Low neutral-
negligible 

Minor neutral-negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

7 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP249/240 

High-Medium Negligible Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

8 Pedestrians on PRoW 
FP250/257/258/259 near 
Clegg Hall  

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse-negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

9 Motorists/pedestrians 
travelling on Smithy Bridge 
Road 

Medium-low Low beneficial Minor beneficial 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

10 Passengers travelling on the 
railway  

Medium-low Negligible Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

11 Views from the allotments Medium Negligible 
 

Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

12 Private residents of South 
View Road 

High-Medium Negligible Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

13 Private residents of 
Wuerdle Close and Wuerdle 
Place 

High-Medium Negligible Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

14 Private residents of housing 
to the north of the site 

High-Medium Medium 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

15 Private residents of Yea 
Fold and Higher Eafield 
Farm 

High-Medium Low adverse-
negligible 

Minor adverse -negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 

16 Private residents of 
Bealcroft Close and Weir 
Road, Milnrow 

High-Medium Negligible Negligible 
Local/ Long term/permanent 
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 Summary 

Potential Landscape Effects 
 

 

Potential Visual Effects 
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