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INTRODUCTION

— a highly experienced
Salford Archaeology, a

pbractice associated with

intended to contribute towards the renewal
Rochdale’s town centre by delivering a new retail, leisure
and commercial complex. At the Rochdale Riverside,
construction site, the new buildings would require dee

foundation trenches which would potentially damage

or remove any archaeological remains that were present
Above: An archaeologi¥ Opposite’ wiains of the

beneath the ground. Before the redevelopment, the site Sa/j/%rd{frcbaeolzgy P}gfpgd L Congregatj ch on
. . . . evaluation trench at Rochdale / 0
contained a range of mostly dilapidated, mid-20th Riverside Phase 2 in June 2020 Z‘: Y 4 ». 9
century buildings including a bus station, a multi- Below: Clay tobacco pipe stem i Viry 2018, loo™
. s inscribed FOOT BALL PIPE, est
storey carpark, council offices, health-care facilities and ¢. 1900, from Rochdale Riverside

a car dealership. The harsh, urban environment was site
dominated by a busy and noisy road gyratory system, ;
with pedestrians channelled along awkward aerial g P
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However, by the late 2000s, a de [l y plan was set in motion by the Rochdale Development Agency to

rejuvenate the town centre. The flll step of this regenera

transport interchange, completgiilin 2013. So
were to improve Rochdale’s naturfll enyj
Therefore,in 2015 and 2016, parts o
years were removed, giving the river’s ecosystems a

bridges that had been lost to view.

in the Borough over the last one hundred years or so. This booklet illustrates
archaeological research since it frequently reveals details about a place’s past tha

sources do not record.

ue of conducting

storical documentary
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A good example is the understanding of Rochdale’s

prehistoric which is derived entirely from

archaeologig gtion. Much of our knowledge of
s comes from artefacts collected
ogists (although they would

juarians or geologists), who

kby upland moors during the

. A Bronze Age axe Opposite: An example of
)/rom Low-House Fold, a Georgian building at 17
Yorkshire Street photographed
¢. 1900. Until recently this
building was used as a Lloyds
Bank

: The nave of St Chad’s

artefacts discovered by chance, ofté
reh, c. 1970

carried out in the 19th century. No

out that traces of Roman occupation have been obscu

destroyed by building work during the industrial era.

No trace of archaeological evidence has been found
pertaining to the period between the end of the Roman
occupation and the Norman invasion either, apart from a
tentatively dated wall in the graveyard of St Chad’s Church.
Again, this situation probably reflects destruction by
industrial-period development and a lack of archaeological
investigation rather than an absence of pre-Norman

inhabitation.




this period discove
19th century and subjected to ZMMlacological excavation using modern techniques in the 1980s and
early 21st century. However, kng till largely conjectural and none of the

investigations located in the ce edieval remains or artefacts.

some surviving late post-medieval buildings and because

good understanding of the flavour of the town in this period.

By the last decade of the 18th century, Rochdale contained many buildings and structu
of an industrialised town. Archaeological investigations undertaken by Oxford Ar ogy North at
sites such as Oakenrod Mill and River Street, and Salford Archaeology’s excavajg t Kitchen Street,
have revealed the remains of industrial premises. These structures were used eith§#s textile mills or were

where subsidiary industries operated, such as machine engineering or leather tanning.




Left: Houses

on the east side
of Acker Street,
photographed in
1970 (courtesy of
Touchstones
Rochdale,
Rochdale Arts &
Heritage Service)

Opposite:
Volunteers and
professional
archaeologists
from Salford
Archaeology
excavating
and recording
the remains
uncovered at
Rochdale Town
Hall Square,
summer 2021,
looking north
towards St
Chad’s Church

Other aspects of industrial life have been registered in . d such as the living

conditions of working-class residents. Excavations co . at the Rochdale

housing stock was relatively high quality.

This booklet also draws on the numerous standing building surveys that have been cq
Rochdale, often ahead of the demolition of historic structures. Possibly the most nota ese surveys
was that undertaken by Oxford Archaeology North on the coverings spanning th och in central
Rochdale. The economic, cultural and religious practices of Rochdale’s inhabitaWg8 are reflected in its
buildings and this booklet discusses investigations of several non-conformist chapels and commercial

structures.




After the First World War Rochdale’s economy began to contract and by the mid-20th century, many
yelict. Attempts were made to rejuvenate the town with low-quality housing clearance

the town centre whilst residential estates were built on the town’s periphery

buildings stoog

and redevg
go and address the rising population. Unfortunately, very little archaeological

it is conceivable that important archaeological sites were destroyed because
cal remains had not yet been included in the planning process. Fortunately,

, the curgent planning policy, which has been in place in a similar form since

¥ many plogical investigations, which have produced fascinating findings
3 a

dale’s g A ) heritage.
.’ 8 o i
\ .' ; ; r .




PREHISTORIC AND ROMAN ROCHDALE

The earliest ar* ™cts indicating human occupation in
the Rochdal a  worked flint blades deriving from

the late v~ . Palaeol ' -, found on the moors northeast H

of th-  vn. Very little ~ tnown about this period due
tc  aucity of archaeolc :al evidence. More artefacts “
caining to the succeed ~ Mesolithic period have been aw T

du - rered shedding lie” acomm = s thatlived in the

areaa - start of wolocens  una "0 years ago.

As the cui.... warmed, t' ost-glacial  dscape of

North-West England, v' . d initially be. = covered

by open birch scrub  zan to  colonised  closed,

mixed deciduous we dland, particr on «er, dryer

land. The discovery of distinctive it toots and features . . .

suggesting temporary occupation 1 the uplands to the

north and east of Rochdale indicz - that hunter-ga+'

had inhabited the landscape arour. 1 9,500 so. It is . . P
likely that communities followed and 1. .ca hera. “deer

as they migrated from lowland areas to upland pas. <

in the summer. The flint used to make tools by thes

nomadic groups appears to derive from the east Yorkst (Tg] Lat: Uy} cr Palaeolithic fini ! ' es, from near Rochdale
region. While this could indicate the extent of the terr”  y e, @ ®. .
inhabited by these groups, this material may have ended wmow (©). 1)

up in the South Pennines as a result of trade.

The means by which early prehistoric artefacts have been discovered around Rochdale hasaf>  .dn, ~tory
in itself with worked flints first identified and collected by local amateur geologists in +870s. It s s
‘flinting’ rapidly became a popular Sunday afternoon activity. In all weathers, enthusiasts ched for stone tools
on the moors, which, due to the pollution, were less extensively vegetated than + = making worked flints

easier to spot. Individuals of particular note include Dr Henry Colley March, who, _tween 1879 and 1895 was
first able to confirm that the layers of peat covered the Mesolithic flint tools, giving a clue to their great
antiquity.




Later, in the 1920s and 1930s, Francis Buckley — who had
first encountered prehistoric flint tools while excavating
military defensive trenches on the western front during
WW1 - identified that the assemblages of flint tools
could be categorised into two idiosyncratic morphologies
which he attributed to different Mesolithic communities.
More recent investigations at sites where flints were found
in the 19th century, and others, continue to produce flint
*ool assemblages and evidence of hearths, improving our

derstanding of the activities undertaken by Mesolithic

amunities in upland areas near Rochdale.

Analysis of pollen from sediment core samples collected

in the south-~ nnines suggests that around 6,000 years

.

age .-ga’ rers were modifying the environment,

«tung open  odland clearings by deliberately burning

we  land.V  dland clearings were favourable to grazing

herbiv v unimals suck leer and aurochs (wild
cattle). ) clearings s rtea = her biomass of plant
species  oured bv  oivorous sp. = increasing their
Top: Bronze Age jet beads from Piethorne Brook (© J. Brooks) X . X
overa! roduct . ditionally, once - .couraged into

Bottom: Neolithic polished stone axe from Newhey (© J. Brooks) v . .
the artiticial’  gineere.  “en spaces, gamr  erds could

be readily he uted. Burning . 'd also have inc  -ed the
range of plant species available 1or gathering by pe

Around 5,200 years ago, communities practicing rudimentary agriculture, involving the de  .cation o1
animals and the cultivation of cereals moved into the area. They brought with them nev  .ural activities
such as making polished stone axes, like examples found at Castle Hill, Newhey and W .. However, arable

cultivation does not appear to have been particularly intensive in the Rochdale area unti.  ound 4,300 years ago,
when palynological evidence recovered from Rishworth Moor, suggests that intensive woodland clearance and

the cultivation of cereals took place.




Top: Roman coins. Hoards

The transitional era between the Neolithic and the Zﬁ;ﬁ‘lv:;;’d at several
Bronze Age is led by novel finds assemblages Centre: Roman finds in
tive drinking beakers and the Rochdale area
that the usage of beaker
e examples of cultural
pread from continental
this period at
TOWN
STUBLEY H/
Hades Hill, Wardl
settled farming communities in region during
the Bronze Age and a number 8l casual finds of ’ﬂ'R,OCHDA]
PLUMPTON HALLL /i BICASTLE!
metalwork support this. Hades Sl was excay, o

in 1898 leading to the discovery%of a
containing cremated human bone a
implements, and flint arrow heads. A Bronze Age
occupation site was excavated by Littleborough
Archaeological Society at Piethorne Brook where
worked flints, pottery, a worked shale ring, and two
jet beads were found. Although there was possible

' was found

evidence for leather working, no structures were

TOWN HOUSE, LITTLEB
identiﬁed at the Site Roman coins and tiles were found

BLACKSTONE EDGE - : during surveying work in
1889 a nine-inch long iron spearhead thought to be Roman

H - in 1883

was recovered.

NeW types Of Cu]'tural artefaCtS) SuCh as a brOnZe In 1926 two coins of Vespasian (AD 69-79) were collected
torque found at Mowroad in Calderbrook pertain to
the Iron Age, beginning in the region around 2,600

years ago.




Top: Bronze torque
Jfound at Mowroad,
Calderbrook in 1832

(courtesy of
Touchstones Rochdale)

Although the lowland areas along the River Roch

Bottom: Silver arm would have been attractive to prehistoric communities,

Jound at Tunshill archaeological evidence of Iron Age occupation, such
as field systems or hut circles within Rochdale itself
is lacking. However, rather than suggesting a lack
of occupation, this paucity of evidence can likely be
attributed to the destruction of archaeological remains
by later, industrial-era development, which was
concentrated in the river valley.

RCRSTONE EDGE
\LL. LITTLEBOROUGH y the late Iron Age, the north and northwest of
_ odern-day England were controlled by the Brigantes,
a tribal political entity made up of several sub-tribes.
The Roman conquest of southern Britain, in the mid-

: A0 HILL
E UNS

first ceg R, destabilised the political equilibrium

AERE HOARD
[n society, resulting in a civil war between

b-tribes. By AD 70 the Roman general
e civil war had led to the

PLUMPTON HALL - :in 1856 a hoard of gia
coins was found in a red-brown coloured jar arou
high and 10 inches wide at the middle, but narrowig#® neck
and foot. The coins were of Gal Menus (AD260-69), Marius
(AD 268), Salonina (AD 268), Victorinus (AD 269-71),
Tericus (AD261-73), Claudius Gothicus (AD 268-70),
Aurelian (AD270-75) and Probus (AD 276-82)

HOLLINGWOOD BROOK, NEAR CLEGGS
WOOD - in 1994 metal detectorists unearthed a hoard of
65 silver coins deposited between 192-222 AD

UNDERWOOD - in 1804 a ‘small iron box’ containing
coins of Tacitus (AD 293-305), Miximian (AD 286-305) and
Diocletian (AD 282-305) was happened upon

OLDHAM

TUNSHILL ARM - found in 1793 during quarry works,
this 240mm long, pure silver arm probably formed part of a
statuette of Victory. A small plaque attached by a chain is
associated with it bearing the inscribed dedication “To the
victory of the VI Legion Victrix, Valerius Rufus discharges his
vow’ although there is speculation that this might be a modern
addition

51 COIN/COINHOARD LOCATION

Again, rather than indicating of occupation,

the intensity and extent of Wgfustrial development
in Rochdale has likely removed evidence of Roman

settlement.




MEDIEVAL ROCHDALE

In the territory ¢ tching from Hadrian’s Wall to the
Mersey and " . *he Roman system of civil and
-as upheld by the Duke of

‘arum) until around AD

| was divided, with the

_istratio:

as (Dux Brita.

military -

the P

57 .t this time the reg
stern portion (Lancas!  and Cumbria) creating

.eged. Rr

. as it -

tt, “eltic Kingdom -
held

convergence . _.ice routes *’

‘le probably
situ. 1 at the
.gh the Per..  =s.
‘dwith the Kin,  »m

~ signif

Archaeological evidence -

ation into & on

|

of Reged and its subse .t incon,

Northumberland is ¢ .npletely lack OV (tis
probably during this period of Nor  mbrian control
that the Hundred of Salford was e - hlished, with the
parish of Rochdale forming the ]  :st parish withi-

1t.

The earliest reference to Rochdale is in the Domesday
Book of 1086 which lists ‘Recedham’, meaning
‘homestead with a hall’ or ‘village of the people of
Reged’. The name of the river ‘Roch’ (formerly spelt
‘Roach’) was derived from this name for the town.

During Edward the Confessor’s reign, Rochdale is
listed as one of the holdings of Gamel the Thane, one
of 21 men holding land in the Manor of Radcliffe
granted to them by the King. After the Norman
Conquest, Gamel seems to have held on to Rochdale
even though the Hundred of Salford, which included
the Manor of Radcliffe, was part of the lands given to

a Norman called Roger de Pictou.

ANTONINE WALL
gOMMFNCED IN AD 142

HADRIAN'S WALL
_———— COMMENCED IN AD 122

%

«
@
1<,

NORTH RHEGED
AD 535-638

SOUTH RHEGED

EST AD 535-613 /

%

ROC

Above: Map showing Kingdom of Rheged and N
established earlier than Northumbria and ever

kingdom

oria. Rheged was
makes up part of the

Opposite:
Left: Index map to the Parish of Rochdute

Right: Timeline, featuring coat of arms of some of the families Top: The Lacy
arms Middle: Arms of Henry Grosmont, 1st Duke of Lancaster (© Sodacan)
Bottom: Byron
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the concurrent granting of royal charters to hold markets and fairs. Although an unchartered
held in Rochdale from the early 12th century, in 1241, Edmund de Lacy was granted a r
a weekly market on Wednesdays, along with an annual fair during the feast of St Sim
October each year. It has been suggested that the original marketplace was located 1

,//
—Q

Buersill

Balderston v

TODMORDEN))

RRDEN

THE LORDS OF ROCHDALE MANOR

1080 - ROCHDALE GIVEN TO GILBERT DE LACY

1272 - ADAM DE BALSHAWE PURCHASED THE SERIEANCY
OF THE ‘FREE COURT OF ROCHDALE’

1

1311 - EARLS AND DUKES OF LANCASTER

vl

1430-1616 - BYRON FAMILY

YL

Documentary sources suggest that in around 1195,
the town was renamed ‘Rachedal’, meaning ‘valley
of the river Roch’. The parish of St Chad’s, which

included Rochdale, covered over 41,000 acres, and

arter to hold
St Jude on 28th

urch Stile, near the

parish church, although no evidence of this has yet been discovered.




The increasing demand for wool in the 14th century

well-established market
amlets where the wool

hent of wool between

century. These industries would
near woodlands, which were exp

iron would have been made into

local blacksmiths.

Photo of Aiggin stone (© J. Brooks)



Another structure pertaining to Norman settlement
ROCHDALE CASTLE

Location of motte & bailey ST in the area was a motte and bailey castle, thought to
In relation to modern pl « .
have stood at the northern end of Castle Hill, half a
mile to the southwest of St Chad’s. The castle was
surveyed and planned in 1823 during the construction

of the Manchester to Rochdale turnpike road. In

QIJSB:) QIBPI{DOH

1889, a reproduction of this plan was published in
the book The History of the Parish of Rochdale in
the County of Lancaster written by local historian
and twice Mayor of Rochdale, Henry Fishwick (1835
—-1914).

On the plan, it can be seen that the mound, or motte,
which gave its name to the township of Castleton,
was fl~*  ~d and stood at the apex of the triangular

. Hi"  he bailey was located to the south of the

mound ¢ was an irregular square shape. The motte

nd ba’”  were then surrounded by an earth rampart
a’ < cn, with a ser itch added to the south
and  uatheast. A er wa s likely constructed
or p of the  _aen rampar. ‘he castle features
i 2th-cer ',  rters but is not = entioned again
until t th centu  ~uggesting it w.  bandoned
in the eurly 13th centur, - earthworks we ~velled
when Castle Hill House was constructedintk~ ™0s.
In 1983, during the construction of new  .sing
Castle Hill, Greater Manchester Arck  vgical Unit
excavated several trenches on the  Lumed edge of
the outer bailey. Unfortunate’ . remains relating
to the castle were discoverec tlowever, a sherd of

medieval pottery was found during refurbishment

works at Castle Hill House in 2001.

Top: Rochdale Castle superimposed on modern mapping (GMAU, 2001) Middle: The Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit excavation at Castle Hill House in
1983 (courtesy of GMAU) Bottom: A detailed plan of Rochdale Castle reproduced in Henry Fishwick’s 1889 History of Rochdale
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Although the parish church of Rochdale was not
mentioned in t'  Domesday book, it is thought that
a church rm  .a  stood on the hill overlooking
Rochdal©  _e thelate " century, a conclusion drawn
circo-  atially from tt church’s dedication to St
(*" - the Bishop of Me 1 —in 673.1In 1903, during

airs to the northwest  t of the churchyard’s wall,

D: ilson, the vicar, * - .dfied a - "y buried wall
forme. m clas Whitwr stonc. hich were
interpreted as pic-Norman * .e.

If there was an earlie:  .sh chwm = *twas likel  built
after the Norman « onquest. Fra: .asonry
dating to the Norman period we liscovered during
building works in the church i 1816, including a
zigzag moulding thought to be p- >f'a door arch -
rounded stone thought to be a font. Addit* cear-
shaped bottle believed to be Roman, v. . uiscover '
the church’s Trinity Chapel, suggesting the site may ha.
had a ritual function stretching back to the beginning of

the first millennium.

The earliest documentary evidence of a church at
Rochdale dates to around 1170 when Adam de Spotland
granted land to the Church of St Chad. A half-pillar of
13th-century date represents the oldest visible masonry
in the church. The founding of a parish church in
Rochdale at this time suggests that the population in the
parish was growing, a situation supported by agricultural
labour intensification, greater food production, and
consequently increased tax revenues, which were

invested into institutions such as the church.

Abo= - An illustration showing the nave of St Chad’s Church before the
5 of 1853. ‘The 15th-century perpendicular arches of the nave
ucad . be seen to the left (courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale)

Be St Chad's before the tower was raised in 1873 (courtesy of
d tones Rochdale)




Above: The south porch of St Chad's prior fo
renovation in 1873 (courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale)

Below: A woman stands at the top of the steps, first
mentioned in 1660, leading down from the churchyard
to the town, late 19th century

(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale)

In the mid-14th century, the black death greatly reduced the
population and destabilised the complex economic and social
systems that had developed in the preceding centuries. However, the
economy did gradually recover and by the 15th century, Rochdale had
become a well-established market centre once again, predominantly
dealing in woollen production. The increasing wealth generated by
the expanding woollen trade was reflected in investment in the fabric

St Chad’s Church. For example, the nave arcade was rebuilt with
pet, icular arches and a new chapel, known as Trinity Chapel was

constru .

During t' 16th century, benefactors gave money to the church
1Cl used to ‘reedify’ the church, with additions such as a

clerestory, a new roof for the nave, and the rebuilding of the south

aisle. Alterations mad- - 17th century included the paving of the
chancel floor _conc ction of the west and south galleries. An
unue sst for 3 he  chogs’is recorded in 1643 churchwardens’

a. unts! Ti. “edgel s were sought to feed on the insects that

lived in the rush. * = were laid eact s an insulating carpet on

the cold church flo

Records of a ve '~y meet’ .« st that by 173¢ aat the church
was considered to be *  uilapida.  -~ondition and «  too small,
so a chapel dedicated tu St Marywas .~ The church we.  decay
again in 1814 and so the architect, Mr Taylor, was commiss” ' to
rebuild a wall in the Trinity Chapel, reroof the chancel remc

one of the galleries. Some of the internal arches we: .o restored.
More alterations were made in 1854 with the .olition of the
north chancel aisle wall and the constructior ~ .n organ chamber.
More major restoration works were underta. .n at St Chad’s in the
later half of the 19th century, much of it undertaken by the architect
William Henry Crossland, who also designed Rochdale Town Hall.




POST-MEDIEVAL ROCHDALE

economy by the

scale in satellite

families from the medieval era, including the Byrons)

Savilles, throughout successive centuries.

post-medieval period is with the ecclesiastical and politica
set in motion by Henry VIII in the 1530s. In 1537 the dissolution
of Whalley Abbey, a wealthy Cistercian House, resulted in the
redistribution of extensive agricultural land in Rochdale Parish —

previously held by the church — to loyal supporters of the crown Lcf The head of the od market

cross which was broken off in
the 1770s and is now on display
in the town museum

such as at Spotland Manor, which was granted to the Holt dynasty.
Religious foundations were taken into the crown’s control and in
1547 the right to appoint the vicar, and the revenues generated from .

Opposite

ecclesiastical taxes, were granted to the Archbishop of Canterbury. Lefic An illustration of

Newbold Hall, 1800

Right: Rochdale Grammar
School




During the 16th century, an upturn in dengifl for woollen g

trade brought wealth to the region which Was mgg

a deputy Aulnager — an official representative for the inspection a

Another indicator of growing prosperity, underpinned mainly by

orth (see chapter
as published in the

another being Oakenrod Mill, which was investigated archaeologically by Oxford Archaeol
06). When the monopoly on the dyeing of cloth held by the Merchant Adventurers Comp
early 17th century, several dyers came to Rochdale and several bleach houses are known to have stood at Buersil,
Butterworth and Spotland.




Thus, by the early 17th century Rochdale had developed into an important

regional marke n serving the farming community and was also a focus

example, at'1 here a mine was documented

as early as 1580. The ng

n Hotel, built

parts of south Lancashire. Above: The Wellingto

626, which

also provides a description of RochdalSg# iod. survey states

medieval market site near Church Lane. The only b

church lands in 1626 were seven small houses or far

houses were built on these lands as the century progressedy particularly o
Church Lane and Packer Street. The church steps between Packer Street and
the church were also rebuilt around 1660. The northern banks of the river
were far more congested with clusters of houses, shops and inns along with
the marketplace. By the early 1640s, the population of the parish is thought
to have risen to around 10,000 people. The town was assessed in 1666 for
1,267 hearths under The Hearth Tax. This assessment showed that all of the
fourteen men assessed beside one, the vicar, were woollen manufacturers or

merchants.




As can be expected in a region where a degree of entrepreneurship was beginning

to flourish, the political and religious sympathies of those in the Rochdale area
cre comprehensively in favour of the parliamentarian cause during the Civil War.

ough no military engagements occurred in Rochdale, Sir Ralph Assheton, a

the King’s forces in the following years. Also during the 17th century, a series
s of Rochdale took a puritanical standpoint and in 1662, the vicar Robert

ops, where the artisanal production of woollen goods

the centre of Rochdale itself, merchants erected homes

Below: Extract from a plan of tradesmen.

the vicarage, dating 10 1764 side roads idegs h, and along Packer Street and Church

the Wellington Hotel, and theM

oy P iﬁ\] . wealth of the town.

solely consisted of a road network that¥ad not been ¢

departure of the Romans. Throughout the winter and

and further afield via a network of packhorse trails which we n paved with

flagstones. Although improvements to roads began to be ma the introduction

of turnpike trusts in the mid-18th century, it was apprecia¥@ that a new form of

transportation, namely canals, would need to be brought to Rochdale if the desired

increases in manufacturing and trade, and therefore wealth, were to be realised.




INDUSTRIAL ROCHDALE
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The canal was 3

horised by an Act of Parliament on 4 April 1794, which created the Rochdale Canal

anctioned the building of a canal across the Pennines from Sowerby Bridge —

Company (R
i alder and Hebble Navigation — to Manchester, eventually connecting with the

over the Pennines would link the coalfields and canal networks of the east of

edge of Rochdale its8

Opposite: Route
of the Rochdale
Canal

Right: An early
20th-century,
northeast-
looking view

of the eastern
arm of the

canal basin
with the wharf
warehouse to the
left of the basin
arm and Vicars
Moss Mill to the
right

(Courtesy of
Touchstones
Rochdale,
Rochdale Arts
&3 Heritage

Service)




The exact date at which the canal basin was constructed is unclear, although it was certainly open by 1804.

id the basin stimulated the immediate area’s development and fed into the

hdale as

n industrial centre. This was because water transportation enabled




The Manchester to Leeds Railway, which served Rochdale from 1839, offered the many industries in

Opposite: Plan of Rochdale Canal Basin 1900
Above: The canal wharf warehouse stands derelict c. 1970s (Courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)




INDUSTRIAL ROCHDALE

At the turn of tp@lOth century, Rochdale’s economy was booming. The Rochdale canal

century, facilitated the emergence of cotton as a viable
he water frame had been adapted to spin wool, although

on of the fully automatic mule run by steam power in the

economy the woollen industry re

particular on the production of fl

With the establishment of ne i rgence of numerous

associated industries. These includ

examples including the Roch Brass and Iron Foundry, built south of the river
Packer Street, and the Wellington Foundry works, situated in River Street, which
was investigated archaeologically by Oxford Archaeology North (see page 39). Other
subsidiary industries were also established next to the Roch, the waters of which werg
considered clean enough to service bleaching, printing and dyeing works. Another
bolstered by the increasing mechanisation within mills was the tanning industr
Salford Archaeology investigated a 19th-century tannery located on Kitchen Street, to
the east of the town centre (see page 47).




Also, around the turn of the 19th century, dedicated
housing for industrial workers, in the form of two-
storey back-to-back terraces, began to be constructed
in Rochdale by property speculators eager to
maximise the potential of available building space.
Since less material was needed for walls and roofs
than in detached, single-story buildings, terraced
houses were less expensive to construct. Due to
transport infrastructure being limited at this time,
workers” housing was usually located close to people’s
places of work. This was the case in Rochdale where
examples of early 19th-century housing — investigated

archaeologically by Salford Archaeology on the

the provision of outside
of backyards, ceiling heights and a mini

windows.

Top: Warehousing on Smith Street c. 19,

(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Roch s & Heritage Service)

Bottom: Butts Mill, a steam-powered woollen mill on Smith Street in the
centre of Rochdale, prior to 1904
(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)




A defining feature of the industrial landscape was

the railway. Théilway linking Manchester with
Leeds was : between 1837 and 1841
pchdale in 1839. Like the

s were instrumental as

dustries because they

were established in industrialised areas. This included
the foundation of many new churches, which tended
to be associated with non-conformist denominations |
which appealed more to the working class than the
Church of England and also because Rochdale was
traditionally staunchly protestant and generally
liberal.




The oldest non-conformist chapel in Rochdale was
the Unitarian Chapel on Blackwater Street, built
in 1690. During the 19th century, non-conformist

buildings constructed in Rochdale included a United
Presbyterian Church, a Baptist chapel, a Quaker
meeting house, a Wesleyan chapel, two Unitarian
chapels and other independent chapels. Many of
these chapels were demolished in the 20th century
and have been understood from archive sources or

archaeological excavation.

Recent examples of archaeologically excavated
non-conformist chapels included Milton Street
Congregational Church (see page 58) and the
Ch

be Good Shepherd on the corner of
tet and Ramsey Street (see page 47).
ples of extant non-conformist buildings
been subjegted to detailed standing
Anclude a Baptist Chapel

P recording

Engraving of Milton Street Congregational Church, 1864 industrialisation. A salient exa
(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)

counter the poor-quality hoMghg and food provided

by factory owners.
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A section through a point cloud of Rochdale Town Hall, created from a laser scan of the building
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In 1856 Rochdale had developed to such an extent o
that in 1856 4

as granted municipal Borough

demolition of

Roch Foundry

Town Hall Square necessitated
buildings fronting Packer Street,
and a 17th-century building ca
part of renovation works at the
Salford Archaeology conducted a
archaeological excavation which revealed evidence
pertaining to the construction of the Town Hall and
structures which had preceded it (see page 87).

The tramway centre in foreground, with Butts Mill
(¢ courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale Arts &




Lancashire’s cotton mills and their textile workers

were almost completely reliant on the labour of three

million enslaved cotton pickers in the American Deep
South. A testament to this appalling historical fact is
that during the 1860s, when cotton shipments were
blocked during the American Civil War, Rochdale
experienced a ‘Golden Age’ spurred by rising
demand for woollen products. As around a quarter
of Rochdale’s total textile output was based on the
production of woollen goods, the local economy
boomed. This was reflected in a 60% increase in
Rochdale’s population in the 1860s. However, by
the 1870s cotton spinning once again became the

dominant industry in the borough.

along its main thoroughfares, a ich represent

physical expressions of ind ed consumption
which continues to have an \@ormous influence on

the social structure and economy of Britain.
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OAKENROD MILL

orse trails converging at Rochdale
bn the town and the West Riding

economy was dominated by sheep

The construction of mills had

and documentary sources suggg
operational by the 15th century Nt ha
during the 16th and 17th centuries th ber [ at
least eighteen. A number of these mills, which had or’§ cen
Y, to
undertake ‘fulling’— the first mechanised and power-driji@@textile

designed to grind corn, were converted, in the 17th ce¢
process after weaving.

This process involves pounding the cloth to extract the dirf¥and
grease, then cleaning and degreasing the cloth with potash, dung
and urine, or fuller’s earth. Two enormous wooden hammers,
known as stocks, which were powered by a waterwheel, beat the
cloth until it was gathered at the far end of a wooden box called a
trough. This process also thickened the weave of the cloth, giving
it a felt-like texture.




Wiater-powered fullignills were known to be active in Burnley, Colne, Manchester and Salford by 1300, and

were commonplag oollen-manufacturing areas by the late 18th century. Documents register that in

old fulling mill™¥
throughout the 17th and 184
physical evidence of the g eVl i i tound. A likely explanation for this is that during the

, despite archaeological investigations of the site, no

Opposite
Top:  Location of  Oxford

Archaeologys, area of excavation E
(2006) superimposed on Google e

satellite imagery from 2000 Octderracad ﬂ'r"“f'
Bottom: Water-powered fulling

stocks at Higher Mill, Helmshore,

used to beat the woollen cloth

producing a  cleaner, felt-like

textured, thicker cloth, 1988

(© Chris Allen)

This page: Extract of the 1851
Ordnance Survey Town Plan
of England and Wales, showing
Oakenwood Mill




Oakenrod Mill is first depicted cartographically on

the Ordnance ey map of 1851 where it is labelled

‘Woollen

o waterwheels within the

In 2006 the site of Oakenrod Mill was investiga
archaeologically by Oxford Archaeology North wit]
several small trenches excavated across the mill complg
The earliest structures encountered during the evaluad
related to the 19th-century iteration of the mill. A trenc
situated over the footprint of the mill as depicted in 1851
revealed the remains of a waterwheel pit which would
have been located in the north-western part of the mill.
The wheel pit was large enough to house a waterwheel
measuring 14’ (4.27m) in diameter by 17 or 17°6” (5.18m,
or 5.33m) in width. Although only one waterwheel pit
was uncovered, it is likely that both waterwheels were
of similar size and style, functioning as high breastshot

wheels.

odge, sluice, and two ‘Drains’ are .

the mill, formed the head- : L




Two of the head-race tunnels were also located

and investigated and proved to be well preserved.
When the recorded remains of the tunnels were
superimposed onto the 1851 map their location
corresponded well suggesting that the map was
accurately surveyed. Therefore, it can be assumed
that the footprint of the mill shown on the historic
map, which measured approximately 54m in length
and 20m in width, is an accurate representation.
For the period, Oakenrod Mill was relatively large
and for comparison, the nearby Spotland Bridge
New Mill - constructed in c. 1833 and thought
to possess proportions typical of an early 1830s
mill — measures only 38m by 18m. It is known
( arod Mill was of fireproof construction,
brick-arched ceiling supported on three
olumns and this characteristic combined

that Oakenrod Mill was

size sugges

Top: Crown of the southeastern head race tunnel (© Oxford Archaeology) . SO power ed by

Bottom: Internal shot of the northwestern head-race tunnel

(© Oxford Archaeology)

The excavation also revealed evidence of additions to the mill complex probably c
1870s including the erection of the large second block. Prior to the excavation, no details of the in
part of the mill were known due to an absence of documentary evidence. The remains of a flags
with a single row of columns used to support the ceiling were exposed. The fact that the colu cre supported
on sandstone, rather than cement pads, led to the interpretation that they were cons in the 1860s or

1870s, as by the late 19th century, concrete was more commonly utilised.




It was not clear how power was supplied to the | |\[|[| L= E U= _"-’-"ﬁ"'
. . . o P 17 i
second mill b g although it was postulated i I e & T Whkenrod (2
: Tk i s Villes R AR
by the excg steam was used as a wing L% '-._'L-._III i o -
east corner of the mill -ﬁ:a A\ L=
boiler house. In the older = ] ,}:ﬁwf‘ £
S N
% ':_-‘rh" A -'I_Ii ‘,II.
R
-~ L, 2 : ’
k| 2 Log i L 1
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o 1 Lo A
T k. A

wenrol 5 o f s
) ) Taldl : 4 ’
A possible suggestion for these ch i A ';:_
turbines were installed in the mi g Gl ' .
likely as the investigation exposed % 1
remodelling of the power system in t ¢ .

of the mill. It is known that the two waterwheels were
replaced with a single 75BHP turbine, supplied by
Joseph ] Armfield & Co, situated in the northeastern
part of the wheel pit of the northeastern wheel
pit. Additionally, it could be seen that the head-
race tunnel to the southeastern waterwheel pit was
blocked at this time.

Top: Ordnance Survey map of 1910 showing Oakenrod Mill

Bottom: View of the exposed remains of the earlier mill building. The
later turbine pit walls are visible in the top left side of the photograph(©
Oxford Archaeology)

Opposite
Extract from the 1959 Ordnance Survey map




Wiater turbines became widely used for industrial applications from the mid-19th century, replacing older

waterwheels. Turbing@ere smaller and rotated faster than waterwheels, increasing the power efficiency of

owners i evel of pollution caused by burning coal to generate steam. In 1915 the town

was ig g polluted atmosphere in Lancashire, and possibly the whole country.

cased production in the 1920s. Although the southern part of
Juring the 1960s, a survey of the site at that time documents
that other parts© albeit in a ruinous condition. The last standing structure
associated with the mill was of the sluice which remained in use as an automotive

garage until the late 20t
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ROCHDALE RIVER STREET

By the late 18g@Acentury, the burgeoning textile

the rapid evolution of

hes resulting in a growing

eriron goods. Initially,

in situ by tradesmen

xtract from a map of Rochdale, dated 1824

pcation map

redeveloped by the Greater Man

Transport Executive for the creatid a nd
transport interchange. An assessment of historic
documents and maps had concluded that there was
the potential for the survival of the buried remains
of an early 19th-century iron foundry and a steam-
powered cotton mill. This inference was confirmed
by evaluation trenching which recorded well-

preserved 19th-century industrial remains.




The archaeological iggrigations revealed vestiges of internal and external surfaces relating to Water Street Mill,

Left: The mill’s boiler house and chimney (© Oxford Archaeology)
Right: View of the former engine house and probable warehousing adjacent to Trench 11, which is shown enclosed by fencing




The 1849 Ordnance Survey map indicates that the

led four separate buildings and a
853, the owner of the mill,

mill complex ig

weighing g

ill be explained, owned

t to Water Street Mill.

it appears that the
by members of the Chadwick f]
the occupants of Water Street M
‘flannel makers’ S. Chadwick & §

The mill remained in use and its stru remait
Top: 1849 Ordnance

largely unchanged throughout the 20th century, Survey plan

although the chimney was demolished around 1930 Bottom: Water Street

suggesting a move from steam to electric power. In mill in 1986

1979 it was gutted by fire and remained derelict until
1986 when it was demolished.




Top: Earlier remains of brass foundry
(© Oxford Archaeology)

Bottom: The excavated remains of the
extension to the brass foundry

(© Oxford Archaeology)

In the western part of the site the remains of a
brass foundry, erected between 1831 and 1851, were
discovered. The walls of the earliest phase of the
foundry were found to have been formed from two-
skins wide hand-made bricks suggesting that the
foundry had been a single-storey structure, as the
walls did not appear to be of sufficient strength to
support the loading of additional floors. The original
floor of the foundry had been laid with flagstones
within which a series of holes had been made, likely
to support fixtures such as a block and tackle, used for

lifting crucibles out of a furnace pit.

As the brass foundry was too small to incorporate

insertion of walls and ad foc repairs to the

of the foundry.




In the centre of the site, the remains of a building,
used initially

iron foundry were revealed. The

furnace may have ) ..%;;
No evidence of a furnace was

excavation, but as the cupola hormally raised

several feet above the ground, i

nlikely to b
left any physical remains in the grdind.

The base of a circular, brick-built chimney was
revealed adjacent to the northern wall of the building.
The chimney received a series of at least two flues
which were connected to a boiler, which was
represented by the well-preserved remains of a brick
boiler base suitable in size to support a Cornish-
type boiler. Other components of the boiler housing
included an ash pit, the flame-end/rake-out area and a

subterranean coal storeroom.

Above right: Plan of early phase of iron foundry
(© Oxford Archaeology)

Right: Looking northeast across the boiler housing,
with the annexe in the foreground

(© Oxford Archaeology)




; E A cast-iron pipe probably used to supply water to
4\ the boiler, crossed an internal space with two large,
’IE contiguous stone blocks into which iron fixtures

" had been set. The blocks likely represented machine

beds. Four rectangular, brick-built chambers, set

into the floor in the south of the building, may have
represented casting pits, although firm evidence was
lacking. In the southeastern part of the building,
there was evidence of power transmission in the
form of several housings for bearing blocks. The

Ordnance Survey map of 1893 appears to show a

| direct connection between the southeastern part of

the building and the goit immediately to the east. A

" wood-lined opening found in the eastern wall may

Abowve left: The 1893 Ordnance Survey map, sho
the goit

Above: Possible drive shaft housing in wg
(© Oxford Archaeology)

Right: Looking north-east across the boiler housing,
with the annexe in the foreground
(© Oxford Archaeology)




The construction of new walls and the demolition of

ed that the foundry building had

earlier ones ind4

to the building included
which blocked in the

in the nprthern part of

erecting shop.

Wool scourer of a type that was patented by John Petrie in 1853




giple of silica sand moulds and
© Oxford Archaeology)

This inference is supported by documentary evidence
which demonstrates that, during the second half of the
19th century, the building was occupied by John Petrie
Junior, who was a manufacturer of textile machinery,
including a wool-washing machine, patented in 1853.
The machine comprised an iron vessel or trough that
contained soft soap and hot water, into which the
wool was thrown and agitated by iron teeth. After
being washed, the wool was drawn out of the vessel
by a cylinder, set with iron teeth, and then submitted
to a winnowing process that cleansed and dried the
wool. Two fragments of wood, possibly derived from
a carding machine or wool scourer designed by John
Petrie Junior’s company, were recovered during the
Drher finds from the site included 52
ould core fragments formed from a

ompacted silica sand.
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KITCHEN STREET

Industrialisatior nsed agreatincreasein thedemand |*

for leather ¢ .. only was this case because of

the extr- aary risc  population in industrial

areas ' .so because le. °r components were used

tc  .ect together impor  t parts of the machinery

called within themillss  1ging up across industrial
to > Thus, in the lat ~ th and er~ "9th century,

as inc . alisaties ~ hold, grov i1~ market g

for leather ... supporte founding Many .

new tanneries in the exr - *towns. This w. he

case in Rochdale anc . such v ery, which = e

to be known as ‘Ro. .1 Place Tann 735 led |

during archaeological excavations * 010 and 2011, '

carried out by the Centre for Af  2d Archaeology
at Kitchen Street, east of the cit' < :ntre, within th
Wardleworth district of Rochdale.

Little is known about the early history of the tannery,
the site of which was first cartographically depicted in

1831. No documentary sources from before the mid- ;

19th century mention a tannery on the site and it is

not clear who owned the structures depicted on the

map of 1831 or what their function was. However, an

annotation on the Ordnance Survey map, surveyed
between 1844 and 1848, indicates that by then the
site was certainly being used as a tannery. Meanwhile,

census records from 1841 suggest that the smaller

rectangular building in the east of the site was a [

dwelling known as “Tan Pits’ — which was occupied
by Mary Herron, a washerwoman, and her daughter

Ellen — suggesting a link with tanning.

ROCHDALE

TOWN CENTRE

WARDLEWORTH
DAY NURSERY




Opposite

Top: Kitchen Street site location
(2010) superimposedon anextract
of satellite imagery from 2005
(© Google)

Bottom: Kitchen Street site
location  superimposed on an
extract  from the Ordnance

Survey six-inch plan of 1851

The earliest remains encountered during the
archaeological works included part of the stone-
built external wall of the tannery building. Inside the
eastern part of the tannery building, a floor surface
had been formed from a series of large flagstones,
which were laid on either side of a drainage channel.
This part of the tannery was interpreted as an area
where fat and hair were scraped from the raw hides.
Adjacent to this floor surface the remains of at least
five, stone-lined tanks were recorded. The tanks were
likely used to soak the de-fleshed hides in a solution
of alkaline lime water known as tannic acid, which
loosened the hairs and allowed for the hides to be

set of tanks constructed using large

tanning liquor or ooze. A
moved to pits with a more concentrate

tanning liquor and left there for an ¢

Top: Remains of internal tanks. Lookin,
(©Salford Archaeology)

Middle: Internal floor surface with central drainage channel
(©Salford Archaeology)

Bottom: Lime pits and rinsing tanks (Source: A Text-book of
Tanning, by Henry R. Procter 1927)




In the yard area to the east of the main tannery - A, T ;

k of stone-built culverts was

building, a ng

space where ‘curryi
process in which the leather prod
process was made supple and
scraping and treatment with tallo
first half of the 19th century, the Moces
could not legally be carried out by tan
a change in the law in 1851 allowed Tanners to
carry out this process. Trade directory entries and

census information confirm that currying was being

undertaken at the Roach Place Tannery during the
second half of the 19th century.

Above: Kitchen Street site locati9@superimposed on an extr.
from the Ordnance Survey town plan of 1851

Left: Detail of a cork strip found in area one durin,
(©Salford Archaeology)




To the east of the tannery building was recorded, the

western external wall of a row of two dwellings known

initially as “Tan Pits’, later renamed ‘Tan Yards’.
Census records state that in 1851 they were occupied
by the families of Richard Rossell, a Manufacturing
Manager, and his brother George Rossell, who was a
Carter. By 1858 the Tannery and its dwellings were
owned by William Cunliffe, and the study area was
known as ‘Roach Place Tannery’. William Cunliffe
and his family lived in “Tan Yards’ and a total of five

men were employed within the tannery.

The houses known as “Tan Yard’also appeared to have

been extended during this period, with the addition of

Abowve: Kitchen Street site location superimposed on an extract
from the Ordnance Survey town plan of 1891

Right: Possible well cover with timber framing and plaster
layer found during excavation (©Salford Archaeology)




This interpretation — that Tan Pits Place had been

changed to anglustrial function — was supported

Cunliffe and Jacks8
premises on River Street, but Roa
was still in use under the name
Tanning and Currier Company]
for the tannery appear in the trad
1894 and cartographic sources from

century showed the site to be disused.

This page Opposite

Top: Close up view of Top: Kitchen Street site location
the boiler house with the superimposed on an extract from the
hexagonal boiler setting Ordnance Survey 25 inch plan of 1930

exposed. The cast-iron pipe
leading into Tun Pits Place
is also visible in the top right
corner of the photograph
(©Salford Archaeology)

Bottom: Kitchen Street site location
superimposed on an extract from the
Ordnance Survey 25 inch plan of
1975

Bottom: Cast Iron boiler
found close to its original

setting within the boiler room
(©Salford Archaeology)




By 1930 the site had been redeveloped and a church
was constructed. A newspaper article from the
Rochdale Times in 1912 mentions the ‘Church of
the Good Shepherd’ on Entwistle Street, using land

' at the end of Ramsay Street for their mission and
Sunday school. It can therefore be suggested that the
church on the 1930 Ordnance Survey map was a later

development of this mission and Sunday school.

= By 1975 the church had been demolished and the site
contained Wardleworth Day Nursery, its garden, and
its car park. Wardleworth Day Nursery was eventually
demolished after 2005, and the site remained an
unused scrubland until it was redeveloped into 12

dwellis )13 by Regenda Housing Group.

Mission Church of the Good Shepherd, Ent; ad (Built 1895)

(© David Dixon, 2010)
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suggested that much of the site
any further investigation because 20th-centur}
development had removed all archaeological remains
in many places. Three areas that had not been badly
disturbed were identified towards John Street in thq
east of the site, warranting the opening up of three

larger trenches there.

The northernmost trench was situated to the north
of Baillie Street and targeted the remains of back-to-
back terraced housing shown on the 1851 Ordnance
Survey map, fronting Portland Street to the north,
and back-to-back and later terraced housing fronting
Baillie Street. A block of washhouses and toilets in

Hopwood Square also lay within the excavation area.




The earliest deposit discovered in the northern

trench was a layer of ploughsoil containing sherds of
17th- and 18th-century pottery and an 18th-century
clay pipe bowl. This ploughsoil was derived from the
enclosed fields that occupied the site prior to the
construction of workers’ houses in the first half of
the 19th century. The finds suggested that the fields
were being night-soiled and ploughed throughout
at least the 17th and 18th centuries. Other features,
including a portion of dry stone walling and a circular
teature thought to represent a pond, registered the

agricultural or horticultural function of the site, prior

T S WEETERN to urbanisation in the 19th century.
\ o \

| TRENCH

ern edge of the trench, a hand-made

as discovered, likely representing the

Top right: 18th-century mottled-ware sherds from northern trench

Top left: Locations of the excavation areas superimposed on the 1891
Ordnance Survey plan

Bottom left: The southern, front wall of the houses fronting Portland Place,
and the remains of a pump well behind.

Bottom right: The remains recorded in the northern part of the northern
trench superimposed on the Ordnance Survey map of 1851




To the south of the houses was a cobbled courtyard,

containing thegNains of a small square building

In the early to m
serving multiple homes were cq

this privy and washhouse are urfii@al in that they . _.

are depicted on the historical miiiling until at lcg
the 1950s and were probably demisheddg .‘
time as the houses, during the 1960s.

Between the toilet block and Portland Place were the
remains of a circular, brick-built well that was capped
with a large, thick stone slab. This well had once
served as a pump depicted on the 1851 mapping.

It was evident from the presence of walls utilising

hard dark-grey mortar that the privy and washhouse | .

be seen as a response to a series of national acts that
were introduced throughout the second half of the
19th century with the intention of improving housing

conditions and sanitation.




The Local Government Act of 1858 gave towns

the freedom to adopt clauses from the previous,
unsuccessful, Towns Improvement Clauses Act of
1847 to enforce improvements to housing, such as
the requirement for all houses to be built with drains.
Alongside this act was the Form of By-Laws of 1858
which fused elements of the 1855 Metropolitan
Building Act with the Improvement Clauses Act into
a set of regulations that could be nationally enforced.
This act required all houses to have a yard, the size
of which was determined by the number of building

storeys.

Although this act was initially somewhat successful,
ing needs due to the rapidly growing
flused these restrictions to be lifted in

68 The Torrens Act (part of the Artisans’

Act) provided for gradual

Opposite: Above:

Top: Photograph showing the Top: The washhouse (1) and

washhouse block (1), the toilet the toilet block (2) serving the

block (2) and later 19th-century houses along Portland Street and

extension wall (3), looking Baillie Street. The stone capping

northwest of the well can be seen in the
foreground

Middle: Photograph of the

pump well in Portland Place Bottom: A night soil collecting
hicle, Rochdale c 1870 .

Bottom: The southern part penets, Rochdute e block followed this act.

of Portland Place courtyard

showing the remains of an
earlier stone wall (centre)




In 1851 the 20 houses along Portland Street and

the six on Baillg

reet were served by at least four

houses. In comparison,
period the average was
Manchester,

In the southern part of the trench
row of back-to-back houses that

The western part of the trench exposed the remains
of the southern three houses in a terrace consisting of
a block of six back-to-back houses. When excavated,
cellars were found beneath. Two of the cellars were
partially excavated revealing a partition wall running
through the middle of each, creating two separate
rooms. While each room was inaccessible from one
another, an individual staircase led into each cellar
room. It appeared that the western cellar room could

be accessed from the house immediately above. The

eastern cellar room could only be accessed from the
house which shared the northern party wall and

tfronted Hopwood Square. Top: Cellars 14 and 15

Middle: 'The remains of the cellar within house 9, with the curving staircase,
Jireplace foundations and coal shoot at the bottom right of the photograph

Bottom: The remains recorded in the southern part of the northern trench
superimposed over the 1892 Ordnance Survey Town Plan




The eastern part of the terrace was formed by seven
houses which historic maps suggested were built
after 1851 and were slightly larger than those earlier
houses at the western end of the terrace. Each house
had its own cellar, probably functioning as a coal store
— owing to the stone chutes housed in apertures in
the external walls. These cellars extended across less
than half the footprint of the house above. Access was
provided by a curving stone-constructed staircase.
Along one wall was a brick buttress presumably
o supporting a fireplace situated in the room above. To
the north of the terraced houses was a strip of cobbles
which probably formed a gutter running between the
pavement and the road surface of Hopwood Place

houses backed.

Service)

Bottom: The remains
recorded in the southern
part of the northern trench
superimposed over the
1892 Ordnance Survey
Town Plan

£ l;% 1m in height.
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Archaeologists discovered housing for a wooden T e ~ -

staircase leading n into the church’s cellar, which . L

appeared tg g vaulted ceiling. Beyond the --—--""}

EASTERN TRENCH
0 10m e

A . o
O e

fronting Baillie Street — the
located to the north — and smaller,
Kelsall Street to the south.

and the foundations of four houses fronting Kelsal
Street (numbered 1, 2 and 3 on the photo) revealing
that they were not cellared. Census returns for 1851
suggest that the houses on Kelsall Street were, at that
time, occupied by skilled tradesmen associated with
the local textile industry, including a machine maker
and a foreman in a woollen mill. By the later 19th
century the residents’ occupations had become more
homogenous and perhaps slightly lower status, being

exclusively described as skilled mill operatives.

Top: The eastern trench superimposed onto the 1892 OS map
Middle: Photograph of the eastern trench fully excavated, looking east

Bottom: Rooms within the cellar of House 7. Note the remains of a
probably cold-slab’ on the right of the photo




The easternmost house had a stone-flagged floor

with a stone channel running into a ceramic drain
along the interior of the house’s front wall, an
arrangement that was suggestive of an exterior space.
The historic mapping suggests that between 1893
and 1910 the two easternmost houses along Kelsall
Street, including House 1, had been incorporated
into the Talbot Inn public house to their immediate
east, which was located outside the excavation
area. Therefore, it appeared that House 1 had been

converted into a yard or storage area connected to the

Talbot Inn.

The larger houses (Houses 5, 6 and 7) that fronted
Bailliodd were found to have had cellars split into
turnished with coal shutes, fireplaces

agged floors. Interestingly, The visible

in House 54and 6 showed evidence of

ceild

Top: The pavement of Kelsall Street (left), front wall
and stone drain (right)

Bottom: Staircase, flagged floor, and fireplac
Springing point for a barrel-vaulted ceilj

1oms in house (6).

e at the left of the scale.




BAILLIE STREET

1871
It is notable that most of the houses recorded were BAILLIE STREET

ROCHDALE: 26
only had small storage areas, YORKSHIRE: 4
COLNE, LANCASHIRE: 2
BURY: 1
HEYWOOD: 1
LINCOLNSHIRE: 1
LONDON: 1
OLDHAM: 1

either uncellarg

whereas mag a similar date in Manchester

1881
BAILLIE STREET
ROCHDALE: 32
YORKSHIRE: 3

BOLTON: 1
BURNLEY: 1
LANCASHIRE: 1
MIDDLETON: 1
STAFFORDSHIRE:1

Another indicator that working-c ¥
TYRONE PARISH

a relatively high standard in Rog

series of public health acts, low-q® o

began to be cleared in the late 19th century. However, o

it could be that in Rochdale the acts were simply x - :
G

ignored as low-quality housing was certainly present.
For example, a building survey conducted in 1994 by
the Royal Commission on the Historic Monuments
of England at 13-16 Richard Street, near the canal

basin, recorded a series of small workers’ houses HEYWOOD: 1

probably built during the first two decades of the MIDDLETON:1
19th century. The housing, which consisted of two
cellar dwellings, four back-to-backs, and two semi-
detached houses, also featured evidence of industrial
processes, likely connected with the textile industry, P SCOTLAND: 1

taking place on the well-lit upper floors. TYRONE PARISH, DUNMORE: 1
OLDHAM: 1

Demographic infographic map showing locations from which people
migrated to Rochdale

61.



KELSALL STREET

1851
ROCHDALE: 24

1861
ROCHDALE: 15
YORKSHIRE: 3

1871
ROCHDALE: 8
YORKSHIRE: 1

1881
ROCHDALE: 8
. YORKSHIRE: 4
f . SHROPSHIRE: 3
LANCASHIRE__/ MANCHESTER: 2

i BURNLEY . COLNE g

—
HEYWOOD & MIDDLETON

A OLTON

" _,._,-

i Ll\_lERP'OOL /

Hlfif. R :
28 IDGE, CHESHIRE:1
1) LINC CASHIRE: 1
‘_!';__."'\-\. - \

1911
ROCHDALE: 6
YORKSHIRE:2
BOOTLE, LANCASHIRE: 1

MANCHESTER: 1
HAMPSHIRE

200km
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ROCHDALE RIVERSIDE PHASE 11

The second

site was cg

e of the Rochdale Riverside

the northern part of the
grea. This part of the

overall

the construction of a

commercial buildings.

these structures rg foundations,

recording is unde

takes place.

A study of historic maps sugges
remained largely undeveloped u
¢ Su

map showed that the entire site was covered with

century. However, by 1892 the Or8

buildings, reflecting the population and house-
building boom that Rochdale experienced during the
1860s and 1870s. Therefore, GMAAS recommended
that a trial trench evaluation be undertaken. In
addition to revealing the well-preserved remains of |
workers houses, the fragmentary remains of Nazareth
Chapel, which had been built along Conway Street,
were also found. To further investigate the remains
encountered, three larger open areas were excavated.

satellite imagery from 2017

Above: The boundary of the phase 2 r
Murphys Map of 1831

opment area superimpmed onto

Opposite: The boundary of Area 1 superimposed on the Rochdale Town Plan
of 1851




The earliest remains recorded on the site were in

Area 3 where the remains of properties on Crook
Street and Portland Yard, constructed in the early
19th century, were revealed. The excavation area fell
over the footprint of an irregularly-shaped building
attached to the southwest end of a row of back-to-
back houses. Murphy’s map indicates that Crook
Street had not yet been constructed by 1831, but
census returns document residents living in dwellings
there in 1841 — the year of the first census. This
suggests that the properties must have been built
between 1831 and 1841.

y and western walls of the irregularly-
g were revealed in the trench. Due to

shape of the building and its larger size

e to the interpretation

mmercial function.




The remains of a partition wall dividing two rooms
within the builg

along with the heavily truncated
remains of, paved floor surface were
kse rooms, to the southwest

d a brick-built fireplace
d to line the back of the

Area 1 was position¥p

of a row of back-to-back dwe and sanitary

blocks at the corner of Parish
Street that had been built on t

bt and Conway

known that the houses were cons®ucted
but before 1861 when the census 1t S 1NitiN

register the dwellings.

Top: The remains of possible commercial property at Crook Street looking
southeast. The exterior wall fronting Crook Street is in the foreground. A
partition wall and the partially surviving flagstone floor of the propertys
cellar are visible to the left of the scale. The small rectangular chambers fo

the right are later additions

Opposite: Fragmentary remains of two houses on the upper terrace
fronting Parish Street, looking northeast.

Centre: Area 1 superimposed on the 1892 Ordnance Survey map




The excavation revealed that the site’s natural

topography sloped steeply up towards the north and
that the block of back-to-backs was built over two
steps, or terraces, cut into the hillside. The houses
fronting Parish Street were built on the upper terrace,
those known as Maude Terrace on the lower step. A
substantial stone wall measuring c. 0.50m thick was
built against the face of the earth terrace and likely
functioned as a retaining wall to prevent the collapse
of the step. The flagstone foundations of the houses
fronting Parish Street were laid on natural clay and it
was clear that no cellars were present beneath these

properties.

backing onto the houses fronting Parish

exposed the remains of two dwellings




AtMaude Terrace —as at Baillie Street—the subterranean

space occupying ootprint of each house was divided,

from within the house
northeastern cellar room

g from the house behind,

Above: A photograph taken in 1970 looking north up Penn Street,
ke southwest end of Maude Terrace: the back-to-back houses in
the photograph (¢ courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale

itage Service)

The cellar rooms had flagstone
had recesses built into the uppe
nocked-through doorway between Room 1 and 2, staircase for
, looking south-east.
cases, features such as these were not depicted on histo
maps exemplifying how useful archaeology investigation
is for recording and understanding the details of histori

structures not recorded on historic maps.

In the eastern cellar, the partition wall that separated the
two cellar rooms showed evidence of alteration, with a
small section being knocked through to create a doorway
between the two rooms. It is likely, although could not
be proven, that the entire cellar became accessible to one
property, rather than a space which was split between
two. This alteration was probably made in the early 20th

century.




Amongst the artefacts recovered from the backfill of

the demolished buildings were stoneware jam jars,
which are a common find in later 19th and early
20th-century excavations. The example depicted was
recovered from the cellar below No. 6 Maude Terrace.
Such jars were very often recycled for storage or even

used as paint pots.

The producer of the jam jar, William Hartley
started off small, running a grocers shop in Pendle,
Lancashire. The story told is that in 1871 a supplier
failed to deliver a consignment of jam, so William
made his own. Such was the growth of the company

that by 1898 W. P. Hartley, then based in Liverpool,

started to becoRgg
British homes

picted, the maker’s mark is impressed on

hejaris “NOT GENUINE

Left: Hartley’s stone ware jar from
Maude terrace

Below: Identical fridge in the cellar
below No 6




An object found during the excavation that connects the

homes of thosg@lo lived in early to mid-20th century
were discovered in the cellars
prly fridges consisted of a large
th internal ribs which would

The maker’s mark reveals that

some with aspirational names su

the ‘Victoria,” while others nameg

of the demolished houses were two almost co
large storage vessels which were reconstructed after
excavation had finished. These large jars, usually descrj
as cream pots for the smaller vessel and bread pots fd
larger, were found in the cellar below No. 6 Maude Terrace,
The shape of these jars are typical of East Lancashire and
West Yorkshire. No potteries of this type are known in
Rochdale, although the Grimshaw pottery near Blackburn
was still in operation in c. 1846. At Halifax, some 22km to
the northeast of Rochdale, there were potteries in existence
on the steep eastern side of the town from the 1640s until
the 1880s. At Soil Hill, also near Halifax, Isaac Button was
still producing large pancheons (ceramic bowls) and stew

pots into the early 1960s.




Despite the commercialization and industrialisation
of food and drink that can be discerned in the finds
from houses in Rochdale, there is evidence of more
local, small-scale production of goods continuing in
the towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire by so-called
‘country potters’. Although factories producing
transfer printed table wares had been a feature of
the North Midlands and Northern England since
the late 18th century, coarse wares, vessels for food
preparation and storage or for use in dairies, were still
the preserve of the country potter — often family-run

businesses with one or two kilns.

Development in Rochdale town centre dating to the
prded in Area 2 where the remains of
flepth terrace dwellings along Argyle
depicted cartographically in 1892, were
he census regurns, which were compiled

residents living in the

Centre: ®typical country potte W stone, near Barnsle)y
Yorkshire as depicted by J.C. Nattes 806 (Cannon Hall Mu.
Barnsley). The rogfed structure surrounding the large multifly
known as a ‘hovel.” Such potteries were in operation throu
century. ‘Black’ Burton — so called either because of the
which was very dark in colour or from the amount g
the many kilns, is unclear — a village on the York
still boasted five working potteries in 1900

cashire border

d a two-handled,

ng post excavation

Left: Storage jar with internal brown
brown-glazed storage vessel reconstruct

TaEAEmRAE
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The remains of the structure exposed in the northeast

area corresponded to the end of

as No. 8 Argyle Terrace. The

part of the exca

terrace prop

k-built sides surviving

gle-skin, wall formed a

The partial remains of No. 6 Argyjllerrace consisted
of a paved flagged floor and two L

from the partition wall which presdmab

a fireplace in the room above.

As the cellars beneath Argyle Terrace were relatively
small — they did not occupy the entire footprint of
the house — it was suggested by the excavator that
they represented cold stores. A similar arrangement
was observed at Toad Lane in the Lower Falinge area
of Rochdale (see page XX). This type of cellar has
also been identified in pre-industrial rural cottages,

but rarely in a 19th-century urban context, like in the
centre of Rochdale.

Top: Plan of Area 2 superimposed onto the Town Plan of 1892
Middle: Area 2, looking southeast

Bottom: House 2 with ﬁreplace, looking northwest




Archaeological features pertaining to the late 19th

century were represented by two sanitary-related
structures recorded in Area 3. The fact that the
late 19th-century archaeology was represented by
sanitary-related structures almost certainly reflects
the measures brought in from the mid-19th century
— described on page 56 — that sought to improve the

living conditions afforded by working-class housing.

In the southern part of the trench, a structure likely
representing a block of privies or wash facilities was
tound built within No. 4 Portland Yard and part of
No. 4 Crook Street. The remains of the structure
consisted of four small rectangular-shaped chambers
with apped culvert running beneath.

re of the trench were the remains of

Janitary-related structure. This building

it was observed, an extra'skin of bricks
added internally probably to mitigate a
from the toilet block.

Top: A plan of the remains recorded in Area 3 superimposed onto the Town
Plan of 1892

Bottom: Stone setts bordered by a wall, and the channel in the centre and
toilet block structure to the east, looking north

72,
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TOAD LANE

ea, ribbon development in the

e late 19th century. While open %f
-H"'j
L
4

ck houses and other terraced

investigatcoes
works to renew social
1960s. A single argiS8ogica g hted off
Toad Lane in the N

investigate the remains of the e

wer Falinge

-century block
the 1851 Ordnancg

of four workers” houses identifieg

Survey map of the area.

Two north-south orientated externa PWwere

across the excavation area. The wall furthest to the ea
constructed from mixed courses of handmade bricks 3
sandstone blocks bonded with two different types of mg
of

the trench was constructed with a mixture of handmade

The second wall which was located in the western p

bricks and occasional sandstone blocks. These two walls
formed the main front and back external wall for the terrace
block fronting Toad Lane. A third wall was also discovered
orientated north-south and positioned in the middle of the =~
two main external walls. This wall was also constructed out .
of handmade bricks and sandstone blocks. This central wall,
although well-constructed, was interpreted as an internal ;‘g; A
wall dividing the terrace block into front and back rooms. % :—_—:,.- =




The back rooms appeared to belong to three separate

properties, each with cellars. These cellars were
divided by several small single-course internal walls.
The partition walls were orientated east-west abutting
the main external walls and were constructed out of
handmade bricks. One unusual feature of the houses
at Toad Lane, however, was that the cellar dividing
walls appeared to have been inserted rather than keyed
into the main rear and central walls. This implies that
the main structure of the block was constructed as a
Opposite shell which was then divided into individual houses.
This is a slightly unusual building technique which

Site boundary superimposed on
Ordnance Survey map of 1851

house can be
demolition 1

suggests that the houses were possibly built by a

downer rather than an experienced

Below: Ex ed cellar and
oal dust is visible

cellars were accessed from inside the

than through a separate doorway inda




Each of the cellar rooms had flagstone floors with
o thought to be coal dust. The

) evidence of being painted or

some black st

cellar walls

districts of the regions burgeoni

Manchester and Salford.

On the western side of the main central cellar wal
in the front rooms of the terraced houses were the
remains of three intriguing square brick features. Each
of them will have originally belonged to an individual
property. They were constructed from a single course
of handmade bricks with a lime mortar. Each had
a square internal opening filled with a coarse black
gritty deposit made up of burnt coal, charcoal, and
cinders. It was thought that these features were the
remains of fireplaces in the front rooms. The leftover
ash and burnt material within them would seem to

support this interpretation.




To the west of the external wall fronting Toad Lane,

some final architectural features were identified.
These included the fragmentary remains of a stone-
flagged surface and an area of cobbled stones. These
features were thought to be external surfaces around
doorways and small paved areas at the front of
the house between the front door and the original

pavement of Toad Lane.

When the houses were built in the early 19th century,
they were located on the north-western fringe of
the urbanised town within an area still dominated
by agriculture. At this time the main built-up
areas included buildings fronting onto the main
of Toad Lane and Falinge Road with
nd behind. These dwellings represented
expansion of workers’ housing into the
of Rochdale. The housing

Close-up of cellar steps constructed out of flag stones and brick fireplace




It is interesting that the area was still semi-rural

when the houggfere built and goes some way to

s to the south and west,

floor as well as the half

suggests that the floors were of timber construction.

Although the exact construction date for the houses
is unknown, the lack of evidence for associated
privies, either on-site or in cartographic form, may
suggest they were built before regional sanitation
improvements in the mid-19th century which saw
them provided in many new homes and retrospectively

installed in existing houses.




All four houses followed the same symmetrical plan
with the cellar access on the northern dividing wall
and the fireplace abutting the southern wall of the
front room. This arrangement was not uncommon
in terraced houses of this date and together with
the evidence of the half cellars, points to a fairly
typical row of early 19th-century semi-rural workers’
cottages. The houses remained in constant use until
the 1960s when the Falinge area was cleared to make

way for the social housing blocks.

Archaeological Trench Plan — showing walls and cellar floors
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ROCHDALE BRIDGE

gutter at the bottom.’

This appears to have been the i
the Roch and by the early 20th c&itury 4

decided that the river should be coverc¥ ing W ‘
the section between Yorkshire Street and Wellington Qg
Bridge, to build a tramway interchange. By 1924
most of the river in the centre of Rochdale had
been enclosed, much of it using new technology and

materials such as reinforced concrete.




In 2011 work was begun to once again ‘daylight’ the

river by removing parts of the extended bridge which
had been added since the 17th century. The scheme
to open the river was intended to reduce flood risk in
the town centre, attract new wildlife into the area, and
provide a view of the historic original bridge. Oxford
Archaeology North was commissioned to investigate
and record various spans of the 20th-century bridge

which were to be removed.

Rochdale Bridge was an important part of Rochdale’s
infrastructure, connecting the town’s historic core on
the south side of the river with the focus of post-

medicys sion on the northern bank. The bridge

tor hauliers conveying goods along the

fe route on which the local woollen

t bridge across the

to in early 17th-centu
remained in active use until the late 1
by which date local journalist and hj
Robertson stated that it ‘was oft

heavy rainfall as to become nconvenient and

dangerous’.

Centre: A view from beneath Rochdale Bridge before removal of 20th century
bridge spans (copyright Oxford Archaeology)

Above: Th ¢ ford across the River Roch at TheButts,c1810
(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale)

Left: 1840 Glebe Map.




Historic documents state that in 1676, the bridge

needed considggle repair work suggesting that by

Soon after the construction of tjill 821 bridge, an

extension was added to its easter:
was likely made to allow carriageNto pag
direction on the deck of the bridge, §#€ncing
growth of commerce and trade in the town during
the 19th century, as the textile industry boomed. An
extension was also added to the western side of the
bridge which housed 3m cutwaters, each with simple,
decorative buttresses, and dentillated voussoirs (a
wedge-shaped stone, used in building an arch or
vault). Finally, by 1864, the gap between the old
Rochdale Bridge and the extended 1821 bridge was
filled in.




Following the linking together of the old Rochdale
Bridge and the 1821 bridge, in the 1860s, the

‘ retaining wall on either side of the river channel

was rebuilt along with a flat-decked, curved feeder
bridge, to the west of the 1821 bridge. Interestingly,
the supports facing the cutwaters of the feeder bridge
were designed by Sir Horace Jones, the London City
Architect in 1884, and are identical to those in Tower
Bridge in London.

In 1881, Rochdale was granted an order under an
amendment of the 1870 Tramways Act to construct
a tramway in the town. The Wellington Bridge was

constructed in 1882, for the sole purpose of carrying

Left: Walk Bridge with Wellington lge in background, befo
covering ¢ 1900 (courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale)
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earliest examples o
girder bridge construction in Brit
is of architectural significance. T

was constructed shortly after, tq

Bridge, however, was completely destroyed by brldge

renewal works in 1996.

Left: Beneath the 1904 reinforced concre,

(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Ro ts (& Heritage Service)

Top: Building the reinforced con
Wellington bridges, 1904
(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale,

Ige between Rochdale and

ochdale Arts & Heritage Service)

Bottom: Testing the 1904 reinforced concrete river crossing, ¢ 1904
(courtesy of Touchstones Rochdale, Rochdale Arts & Heritage Service)




Further extensions of the bridge covering the River
Roch were undertaken between 1923 and 1924.
Town Meadows Bridge was built in 1923 and was
constructed to the west of Esplanade Bridge, whilst
Bus Station Bridge was built in 1924, constructed to
the east of Wellington Bridge.

In 1996 the Esplanade Bridge and Rochdale Bridge
widening was deemed unsafe. Parts were subsequently
demolished and replaced with new RSJ supported

bridge sections.

Top: Smith Street
covering, 1924 (courtesy
of Touchstones Rochdale,
Rochdale Arts & Heritage

Service)

Bottom: The 1996
rebuilding of Esplanade
Bridge, looking towards
t Chad’s Church

tesy of Touchstones
g/e, Rochdale Arts
ritage Service)




ESPLANADE
BRIDGE
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The evolution of
Rochdale Bridge
supeerimposed on
modern satelite

imagery (©Google)
and the subsequent
concealment of

the River Roch
illustrated in

the historical,
Ordnance Survey,

mapping of the
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ROCHDALE TOWN HALL SQUARE

In the summer “ 2021, with the landscaping and
refurbishmer 1. f Rochdale Town Hall Square
—partof*  cnewalw sin Rochdale’s town centre
—the  Lrtunity arose «  rchaeological investigate
ve s of Rochdale’s m  eval core. By the 18th
«tury, when Rochdale v a regional centre for the
wo o '»n-cloth trade, - = graphic ~es indicate
thathPackcristreet ated to ** “ast ¢ he Town
Hall — was ... with bui' s which L.~ - had
both domestic and cop~ . ' functions. A1 on
and brass foundry v tablis.  in the nor
part of the site by ti. early 19th ce and a lafge
villa residence known as “The Wo  witn extensive
gardens lay to the west. By 1866 m  of the buildings
lining the western side of Packer  :eet were cleare”
during the construction of Town 1. all Sar- cla
enclosed Rochdale Town Hall, the aud  cus Gou
revival edifice housing the civil servants of the newly

created Municipal Borough of Rochdale.

In 2020 a series of five test pits revealed the remains
of structures and layers of relict soil concentrated in
an area to the southeastern part of the site. It was
concluded that the site, and especially the area around
the southern end of Packer Street, had the potential

for further archaeological investigation.

mage of the Town F
d Walker 1875

b




Above:
Photograph of
the southern
end of Packer
Street with
Church

Steps behind
(courtesy of
Touchstones
Rochdale,
Rochdale Arts
& Heritage

Service)

Left: Trench
location on a

modern OS
map

After careful consideration, it was decided that
there was considerable scope for a community-led
archaeological investigation on the site where local
people could actively explore Rochdale’s archaeology.
Therefore, in the summer of 2021, excavation and
recording of the site were undertaken by community
participants, and also school and youth groups who
were provided with training, guidance, and support by
staff from Salford Archaeology. Volunteer participation
also involved a range of activities such as excavation and
inds processing, and a school education programme
including the excavation of test pits in the northern part
of the excavation area. Community participants were
encourage ' ke part in the archaeological recording

£

= arch  .ogical excavation comprised a single open
are. ~cioogular trench ‘tated north-south. The
trench  casured 50 . ler, by 8m wide in the
soutl - ipartof ' :nchand4n. = dein the northern
par heexcr . rgeted properti - ronting Packer
Street whb*  vere der.  'shed during thc  nstruction

of Town 1 .all Square in t.. R60s.

The earliest deposit discovered in the excav = . w.

layer of sub-soil from which sherds of la*  .n-century
and mid-18th-century pottery repres  .g agricultural
or horticultural land use in the aty of the trench

prior to the mid-18th century.




A substantial brick wall was discovered across the
southern partof - trench. This wall, which appeared
tohavebeer  .a.  dinthe mid-18th century, was
orientatr rtheast L outhwest and constructed
of h-  .aade bricks wi. 1 stone foundation. The
v ukely formed a pr  rty boundary between
wperties fronting Packe  treet to the east and the
ga. s of The Woo  che west  'aver of silty
garden <71 wae it <donth .sten. ‘e of the
wall, likely 1cp.icsenting hor  ural activit, = ‘thin
the grounds of The Woe . =easternside. he
boundary wall,alonc  .angulax  ~kbuildinc = th
a well-made stone ..ab floor surf ed.
This building, which had been = it betore 1844
when it is depicted on the Tithe r  , extended from
the back of properties fronting  .cker Street 2~ °
could have been used as a works.aop. T - vn
from documentary evidence that smal _ate ‘cotta,
production was in operation along Packer Street
during the 19th century. For example, at 13 Packer
Street, Mary Casson the wife of a woollen weaver and
her son Samuel supplemented the families’ earnings
by making ginger beer. The whole family showed an
entrepreneurial spirit with Mary’s daughter Elizabeth
making toffee and another confectionary, whilst
the youngest, Alice, was a dressmaker. By 1871, the
business — now run by Samuel Casson — had grown
and moved to larger premises on Molesworth Street.
Here they manufactured mineral water and sold a

wide variety of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.




il

Opposite

Top: Looking east of late 18th/
early 19th century boundary wall
with later structures behind

Bottom: Ginger beer bottle from
the period when Samuel Casson
was running the company around
1871. Recovered during the
excavation at Rochdale Town
Hall, summer 2021

Top: 19th century yard surface
looking north-west

Bottom: Inscribed stone slab in

floor of out-building

By the mid-19th century, the workshop building
discussed above had been demolished and replaced
by a small toilet block. The toilet block had two
individual latrines which had been filled with ash and
pottery ‘dry waste’ material, which was often used to
seal latrines when they were put out of use later in the
19th century.

In the southern part of the trench another, larger
toilet block was recorded. This toilet block had two
entrances, an internal brick-lined pit, and a floor
consisting of a stone slab inscribed with the letter
‘W’ or ‘M. To the east and north of the buildings
described above were roughly-made external floor
surface ructed from an assortment of different

_ams ials and also a brick drain capped with
reused s' ¢ roof tiles. The presence of external floor
rface  1d toilet blocks suggested that the footprint
¢. e rench lay ov rear yards of properties

fror = g Packer 5*

. some v . 'ng the late 15 | century, these
structu ere demo  hed,and the are. s levelled.
The de.nolition mater.  vas then cover.  with a
new yard surface, formed ot glazed bricks wt ~ "ad
probably been specially chosen for theirbh-  vear.

qualities. When superimposed on Ordnance
Survey Town Plan of 1890 it ~ . be seen that
the southern part of the trer  .vhere the glazed-
brick surface was recorded, ta s within an open area
that was accessed from Packer Street by an archway

beneath a building fronting Packer Street.




An intriguing spread of stone chippings and roughly
worked sandst  blocks were found in the western
part of the .av  area. This may have indicated the
position .e mason. Hiselled out ashlar blocks before
they °  .porated them = > the walls of the Town Hall.

A" _ this, the entire nc  ern and central parts of the
avation area were seale  ith made ground formed from

tip  “sand, industria’ = .te such ~ker and ash, and 0 5cm

dembolition mater] .02 met  uck.. > made ground

had been uscu w tevel off t' Lpe down tc  ~ river and

create a level bedding » .. to construct  wn Hall

Square. Town Hall € .e was p~ 'mably est  shed by

1871 when the Towr. dlall was com 1.1 «d be seen  Above: Clay tobacco pipe with Opposite

§ . crocodile in rushes decoration X

in the section of the trench that  19th-century layers R T D A
. Bel-v: White earthenware of 19th-century outhouses while

were covered by thinner layers of  le ground and tarmac turing verses from a tour is given to members of

o o, 1~ e ey rhyme Old Mother the public (photograph courtesy
which represented the resurfaci  of Town Hal SOl b b of Reece Horton)
during the 20th century.

Within the bedding layer for the surface of Town "
Square was a fragment of a clay tobacco pipe, the desi
of which shows a crocodile in rushes wrapped around
bowl. The original pipe would also have included arecl = 1g
female figure with a dagger and hatchet on the stem. This
particular pipe has been identified as one of the designs
produced by the Manchester pipe maker Thomas Holland.
Thomas Holland’s pipe manufacturing business flourished
from the early 1870s until the early 1880s when he sold the
company. Some interesting pottery was also recovered, with
two fragments featuring verses from the nursery rhyme Old
Mother Hubbard date between c. 1813-34. Other transfer
printed wares included “field dots” type with oak leaf border

dating approximately between c. 1820-50. o




Community participants taking part in the excavation successfully learnt how to clean archaeological surfaces
using trowels, remov  hicker deposits and record the archaeology with plans, sections and context sheets.
In total 474 sche  .p. 'nd community group participants took part in the excavation and were provided
training by S 4 Archae. vy staff members. The majority of the participants had not taken part in an
archaeolor  excavation befc  but following their attendance, a vast proportion said that they would like to
take p-  _anotherdiginthef re.Whatis particularly encouraging is that most of the participants were aged
betv - 0-18 years old and tt -he community excavation has played a part in inspiring a new generation of

archaec.  sts.

An outreach prog.a.une meant ~day a site . took place which was attended by the public. The tour
included an overview of the - _ orical backgrc 1, a tour and explanation of the excavation area, and a
presentation of the finds - .ved fro. “esite.In 1658 members of the public attended the public open
days and midday tours giv .a by Salford . * _mployees. Further outreach involved a total of 20 people

attending the Arts and Heritage Resour  entre that was set up on-site. Overall, the project was a great success.
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POST-INDUSTRIAL BACKGROUND :

b began to decline. But
as classed as the third
Britain, although this

were sold all over Britain as well#@f being exported
£ 1920s the f]

shifted to manufacturing dress cNth wj

under the ‘Doctor’ trademark. I

fibres and became a leader in ladies’
the periphery of Rochdale, in places such as Spotlan

and Castleton large, new mills were constructed.

In the town centre commercial ventures thrived and
venues catering for new social activities, such as going
to the cinema, sprung up sometimes in obsolete civic
buildings, like the old Town Hall which became
Andrew’s Picture House in 1908. As well as mass
entertainment, Rochdale’s mass public transport
infrastructure in the form of the now electrified tram
network continued to develop with bridge coverings ‘ ,

Top: “The last steam tram to leave Rg ay 8, 1905
over the Roch forming a concourse, at the junction  (Mike Ashworth Collection )

of Smith Street. Drake Street and the Esplanade on Middle: A view of the G.L. Ashworth memorial in Broadfield Park from a
)
postcard, ¢ 1914

which the tramway centre was sited.
y Bottom: Drake Street, ¢ late 1930s (Mike Ashworth Collection )




After the First World War, a worldwide economic

recessionin 1920-1921 struck Britain’s export-dependant
economy particularly hard causing mass unemployment.
However, as highlighted above, the textile industry in
Rochdale did not go into decline until the 1930s when
the Great Depression caused some companies to go out

of business.

In the 1930s industrial and civic properties in Rochdale
began to become disused either as a result of businesses
osing or because a lack of space in the congested town
centre restricted the construction of larger buildings.
For example, Duncan Street mill was demolished, the

fire statigm

red Street was closed and a new, larger
ructed on McLure Road on the edge of
. The public baths on Smith Street could

creasing demapd, so new baths were erected

local councils to

ortage and early

of the interwar housing boo
quality living spaces with large gardens,
semi-detached house. The national

building, with an increasing requg

housing, continued into the mi ate 20th century
raced housing was

replaced, for example at Lower Falinge.




Other remnants of Rochdale’s boom years had begun

to disappear by mid-20th century. The electric

tram systeg gced by motor buses in the

chapels had started to

for alternative uses. A

as the bus station, multi-storey car ,council offices

unfortun3

providing for private car usage and in so created a
road gyratory system which left pedestrians feeling
alienated as they were ushered onto aerial walkways.
Later in the 20th century, the Yorkshire Street
regeneration necessitated the demolition of all of the
shambles and market area ahead of the construction
of a shopping centre, south of the town centre and a
retail park was constructed where the canal basin and

surrounding industrial buildings had stood.




The shift towards a retail and services-based economy, signalled the
start of the post-industrial era in the last third of the 20th century,

caused mass unemployment and a rapid exodus of wealth from
industrial centres. However, some textile production continued in
Rochdale, for example at Alexander Drew Mill, Spotland where
textile finishing took place, involving the bleaching, dyeing and

printing on cloth. In some cases, former textile mills continued to

Left: ‘7 Nstorey car park fio ye used for different industrial functions or commercial purposes
(courtesy of 1% ies Rochdgla

Service)
Above: Red Lumb

residential purposes

e some of the earlier, more rurally positioned mills have been

Below: Rochdale town centre looking g

interchange

with a bus

but a currently ongoing regeneration program

important public space once again an accessi

provision of pedestrian-orientated publj and improved
of the River Roch’s
natural habitat aims to act as a catalyst for wider regeneration in

Rochdale.

public transport services, and the restora
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The most recent round of redevelopment has roughly

coincided with

hotroduction, in the early 1990s, of national

guidelines overed by the National Planning

pnning conditions within the

booklet demonstrates, led to an

bvided by the Greater
Manchester Archaeological Advidl Service (GMAAS

br buas

remains, the curators at GMAAS S provid8

are likely to impact upstanding
advice to Rochdale Borough Council on how to proc®
When it is thought that archaeological remains be

ally

undertaken in several stages. Under normal circumstanceg

impacted, developer-funded archaeological work is

an archaeological consultant will carry out a desk-based
assessment of the development site. Historic maps,
photographs and documents, and the results of any historical
or archaeological work in the vicinity of the development are
analysed to consider the presence and likely survival of any
archaeological remains. As part of this process, the Historic
Environment Record — a digital record maintained by

GMAAS which contains details of all known archaeological

sites in Greater Manchester — will also be consulted.




If the desk-based assessment concludes that

archaeological remains are likely to be present,
an  archaeological investigation will usually
be recommended. Initially, this will entail an
archaeological evaluation where a series of trial
trenches will be excavated across the areas suggested
by the desk-based assessment to have the potential
to contain buried remains. The aim of this trenching
is to determine the presence or absence of buried
archaeological remains and, if present, to establish

their character, date, and state of preservation.

If the evaluation identifies any areas of the site with
archaeologically significant remains, which will be
i ected by groundworks, then a further,
¢ phase of archaeological excavation

ccommended. During this phase of

Professional archaeologists and volunteers take part in a community-led be ultimately pubhshed
excavation at Rochdale Town Hall




GLOSSARY

HOLOCENE: g

urrent geological epoch which began approximately 11,650 years ago.

a catch-all term for a great diversity of subsistence practices finely tuned to local
actised by communities who were likely nomadic. These groups procured food
plants, insects, fungi, honey or anything safe to eat, or by hunting game. Hunter-

sedentary agricultural communities, which primarily depend o growing crops

1086 by order of King William 1. il king sent agents to survey every shire in England, to list his holdings

and dues owed to him.

MOTTE-AND-BAILEY CASTLS i 1 i isting of two structures: a motte, which is a
mound — often artificial — topped witk

next to the motte.

NON-CONFORMIST: a protestant Christian who did n® conform to t
established church, the Church of England (Anglican Church).

CARDING MACHINE: a machine used to disentangle, clean and intermix fibres to produc

for subsequent processing

NIGHT SOIL: human excrement collected at night from buckets, cesspools, and and sometimes used

as manure
MADE GROUND: a layer of earth or rubble used to build up the ground level

HENNEBIQUE SYSTEM: using steel bars to reinforce concrete slabs




FURTHER READING

Fishwick, i

889, History of the Parish of Rochdale in the County of Lancaster

Wild, A.S., 198 St Chad’s Parish Church, Rochdale, St Chad’s Educational

Trust
Williams, M. and Fernie, D. ' anchester
Copies of the detailed technical\g®rts frd itions by Salfgrd Archaeology have been

deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic ent Record

Publications in the Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series are available fro MAAS within the
University of Salford, and digital copies of all the volumes published between 2010 and 2021 can be

downloaded at https://gmaas.salford.ac.uk/publications/

-100-
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For over a hundred years archaeologists have 1‘1!*""'

been investigating Rochdale’s intriguing ;..._»_,p..l,
had
history and have sought to better understand

has | e
o Fl &% *'*M-.

most of this cO

fieldwork has remained u

find
these varied archaeological invegiations * %
offering new insights often notjiuched %

upon in historical documents arjifources. ks

This booklet prescN§® the

The fascinating archaeology of RoWhdale

y g :L.njnﬁm: 1'-'rl-|;
off S il i e

representing a huge range of economi€

(RE

societies from Mesolithic hunter-gatherers to §

v
ST R
i
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