Planning Application 23/00852/PSID – Condition 16
Within six months of commencement of development, a scheme for compensatory pitch improvements, relating to pitches at Sutherland Road and/or Heywood Sports Villages, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The school shall not be brought into use until a timetable for delivering the compensatory pitch improvements has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The compensatory pitch improvements shall therefore be implemented in accordance with the approved scheme and timetable. 
Reason: To ensure the satisfactory quantity, quality and accessibility of compensatory provision in accordance with UDP Policy G/3 and the NPPF.
Start on Site 24th June: 6 months deadline 24th December

· RBC engaged early 2019 with Sport England (SE) to discuss the Pre-application for the school on Heywood Sports Village, HSV.
· SE wanted mitigation for the loss of the pitch at HSV in line with its role as consultees during the planning process for the new school.
· RBC agreed to the SE request for £95K of mitigation in line with what would be expected using the section 106 for sport contribution levels, which was approved through delegated powers in November 2020.
· There are only three pitches at Heywood central and SE requested that we get more ‘bang for our buck’ and look at other sites across Heywood Township.
· The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy, PPOSS, approved by SE, highlights the Sutherland Road site as having the most footfall/game time across all age groups within Heywood.
· The Football Foundation (FF) agreed that the mitigation funds be split across the two sites (SV and Sutherland Road)
· SE wanted an agreement put in place for monitoring the mitigation works and wanted an independent assessor of all the operations and the results of the works.
· RBC suggested that the two sites could use the Pitch Power app that is available through the Football Foundation to both monitor any improvements and also to suggest a schedule of works for each site that would be best suited to improve the amount of play on the grass pitches.( https://footballfoundation.org.uk/get-your-pitch-match-fit#:~:text=Use%20your%20smart%20phone%20to,need%20to%20improve%20your%20pitches.)
· Both the HSV and Sutherland Road sites signed up to the Pitch Power Assessment app and have been submitting their assessments in line with the processes within that application since the agreement was in place. 
· The football foundation have been writing reports for the two sites that include suggested operations and schedules of work that will improve the pitches. 

Ongoing works schedule at both sites
· The HSV site is managed by Your Trust and the Sutherland Rd site is managed by Roach Dynamo’s under a long term lease. Both of the site managers have registered on line with the Pitch Power app and have agreed by the terms and conditions within the application usage.
· In line with the terms and conditions for the Pitch Power procedure, both sites have submitted the requested assessments and uploaded them through the application portal. 
· From these assessments the Football Foundation will consider the condition of the sports pitches. They will then send the two sites a written report on the condition of the pitches at those sites and a schedule of works that will improve the individual pitch conditions to enable increased play.
· The cost of works through the PP process can sometimes be covered by grants from the football foundation, but in our scenario the mitigation funding will cover these improvements until the funding is exhausted. 
· This will fulfil the SE criteria of independent assessment and monitoring because the work schedule is generated by the football foundation who are independent from the council.
· The operations to be carried out each year will allow the FF to monitor pitch conditions and the improvements should be reflected in their reports. 
· Pitch improvements will be monitored by usage data collated by RBC and any reduction in matches that are called off due to the pitch not meeting the required standard will be noted.
· The funding may need to be rolled over and cover the work schedules for future years because we need to make sure we get best value for the mitigated funding and that we do not waste any opportunity to improve the ground conditions. This can be monitored by limiting the operations paid for by the mitigation funding to the work schedule that is recommended within each site report generated by the FF.
· The above agreed process should be robust enough because it gives SE the comfort of independent work scheduling, it gives the FF the influence of producing the work schedules’ without the budget pressure , gives the FF the opportunity to monitor all pitch improvements and also gives the planners the due process to manage the planning condition.
Schedule of Works
Power pitch assessments will be attached alongside this report to detail the works operations. The power pitch submissions and Football foundation schedule of works will continue annually until the mitigation funding is spent, with 50% being spent at HSV and 50% spent at Sutherland Road.
2024/25 Football Season
Works in the attached reports will be scheduled for this season at a cost at HSV of £6,000 and Sutherland Road of £32,400. Assessment of the works will be monitored using the follow up power pitch assessments and through data collected on number of games played and not played as detailed above.
2025/26 Football Season.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Works up to £41,500 will be allocated to improvement works at HSV, and works up to £15,100 will be allocated to improvement works at Sutherland Road, inline with power pitch assessments from the updated power pitch assessments. Monitoring of the improvements will be done as the process in the previous year.

