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Property Services, Technical & Building Surveying                              March 2024

	
DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS



	Name and address of proposed development site –
Rochdale Cenotaph & Memorial Gardens
The Esplanade
Rochdale
OL16 1AE


	Proposed Development 
The proposal is to replace the flagged area around the Cenotaph War Memorial, without actual interfering with the memorial structure. The new concrete setts will go up to and around the War Memorial plinth.
The proposal for the Memorial gardens is to level the concrete flagged paths and replace broken flags using saved flags from around the war memorial.
The proposal for counter terrorism measures is to fit anti-ram bollards along the flagged area along the boundary between the Memorial Gardens and Newgate, this will include two drop-down bollards to allow maintenance vehicle access. Also it is proposed to position large natural stone blocks around the grassed area. This area was identified has a risk in a recent report carried out on the Town Centre. The risk is for a vehicle driving from Newgate across the Memorial Gardens, getting access to the War Memorial and then the Town Hall Square. 



	Assessment of the surroundings of the proposed development 
The Cenotaph and Memorial Gardens are located in the town centre opposite the Town Hall with the main police station on one side and office building on the other.


	Consultation   
This is a small project and local consultation with the community is not going to be required.



	Evaluation 
It is intended that the revamped hardstanding areas will enhance the Cenotaph and the Counter terrorism measures will protect the War Memorial, Town Hall and public.



	DESIGN COMPONENTS


	Proposed Use(s) -  
There are no changes to the use of the area.

	Amount and density of development –
N/A



	Layout -
No pedestrian/public access to the Cenotaph and Memorial Gardens is to be reduced, this includes DDA compliant access. 





	Scale – 
The heights of the Bollards or stone blocks will be no more than 1500mm and will be set 1200mm apart. To allow disabled access but prevent vehicle access.
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	Landscaping – 
No landscaping is required for this project.


	Appearance – 
Choice of materials/finishes is to match the newly restored Town Hall Square and the materials/items proposed for the counter terrorism measures seem to be in keeping with the area.  



	ACCESS COMPONENTS


	Technical advice  
Technical advice and specifications have been prepared by RBC Property Services, Technical & Building Surveying Section based at Number One Riverside, Rochdale.



	Relevant Policies 
Rochdale Borough Council wishes to improve the appearance of the area and improve the security of the area and visitors to the Cenotaph.



	Degree of access
There is open pedestrian access around the site but no vehicle access apart via the drop-down bollards for maintenance and emergency vehicles.


	Future access requirements
No further future alterations to the security access be required in the future unless regulations change.



	Emergency access
There will be sufficient access for the emergency services via the proposed drop-down bollards.
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