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1. INTRODUCTION.   
T. J. Booth Associates have been appointed by Mr Jamil Akhtar to undertake a Coal Mining Risk Assessment (CMRA) to Land at 
806-810 Manchester Road, Castleton. 

The Application Site was formerly a commercial terraced building that was demolished c2010.  The Site is now the space 
between the remaining terraces. 

A planning application for development has been submitted to Rochdale MBC for the erection of a building to be used for 10No. 
residential flats. Prior to the Application being validated, the LPA have requested a Coal Mining risk Assessment. 

The purpose of the report is to assess for the potential coal mining legacy local to a proposed residential development and put 
forward recommendations based on current best practice for approval by the LPA/Coal Authority. 

 

2. HISTORIC MAPS.   
DATE ON-SITE OFF-SITE/SURROUNDING AREA 

c1850 The Site is part of agricultural land. 

No coal mining features on Site. 

What is now Manchester Road exists to the front of the Site as in 
the present day. 

No coal mining feature in the local or wider area. 

c1910-
1950 

Site is now developed with terraced 
buildings. 

No coal features on Site. 

Wider area is now predominantly urban with commercial and 
residential development. 

No coal mining features in the local or wider area.   

 

3. BGS GEOLOGY. 
Superficial Geology: The area local to the Site is underlain by glaciofluvial sand & gravel for much of the local 

and wider area. 

Bedrock Geology: The Site and local area is underlain by Westphalian Pennine Lower Coal Measures. 

Local geology dips nominally 5-10 degrees southwest. 

Coal Seams/Faults. The Arley coal seam subcrops beneath the west corner of the Site, dipping southwest. 

 

4. BGS BOREHOLE RECORDS. 
The closest boreholes in the area are approximately 180-300m distant. 

However, all BHs are approximately 10-20m and record superficial deposits only, apart from one BH 300m southeast, which is 
approximately 150m deep and recorded superficial geology to approximately 81m. 

Other BHs to the south suggest similar depth of superficial deposits. 

 

5. COAL AUTHORITY.   
Mine Shafts, Pits, Adits/Entries: None recorded within 100m of the Site boundary. 

Coal Seams: The report indicated the Arley coal seam underlies the Site. 

Past Recorded Underground 
Mining. 

No past mining recorded beneath the Site. 

Unrecorded Probable/Potential 
Shallow Underground Workings: 

No probable unrecorded shallow mining beneath the Site. 

Spine Roadways. No spine roadways recorded at shallow depth. 
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Past/Present Surface 
Mining/Opencast: 

None recorded within 500m of the Site. 

Mining Geology and Subsidence: No issues noted locally. 

Hazards and Mine Gas: None recorded within 500m of the Site. 

Future Underground Mining: None recorded. 

 

6. SITE STRATIGRAPHY.   
Given the dataset encountered in the local area, the geology beneath the Site is estimated as follows: 

0-81m Superficial deposits 

81-82m Arley coal seam 

82-??m Coal Measures 

 

7. IDENTIFICATION OF SITE SPECIFIC RISKS. 
Recorded Workings: There are no recorded workings noted beneath the Site, and therefore the risk from recorded 

workings is low. 

Probable/Potential Shallow 
Workings: 

The Consultants Coal Mining Report suggests there is no risk from potential shallow workings 
beneath the Site. 

This is corroborated by the BGS boreholes data which identified deep superficial deposits up 
to c80m in the local area. 

Due to these factors, and that there are no shallow seams beneath the Site, there is not 
considered to be a risk. 

Opencast Workings: There are no opencast workings inn the local area and therefore there is no risk. 

Coal Pits/Shafts/Adits: No pits/shafts/adits noted in the local area, and therefore there is no risk. 

Mine Gas or subsidence: No evidence of local events, and therefore the risk is low. 

 

8. MITIGATION STRATEGY 
Given all risks to the Site are considered to be low or absent, no mitigation is required.  

 

9. CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS.   
Records indicate that the risk from coal mining legacy in the local area and to the Site are minimal. 

Due to the limited amount of risk, no investigations are proposed or required. 

This report should be submitted to the Coal Authority as part of planning consultations.  
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11. APPENDIX.  

11.1. Location Plan/Proposed Site Plan.  
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11.2. Solid & Drift Geology.   
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11.3. Coal Authority Consultants Report. 
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11.4. Coal Authority Consultants Report Plan. 

 

 


