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In our Planning Statement we have considered that the proposed development is not inappropriate in the Green Belt  in that it is within the exception in paragraph 154(b) of the National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) which allows for the ‘provision of appropriate facilities (in connection with the existing use of land or a change of use) for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; as long as the facilities preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land within it ‘.

In this regard the proposed development constitutes an appropriate facility  in connection with the use of the abutting Mary Towneley loop which is used by walkers, cyclists and horse riders and which is part of the national Pennine Bridleway.

But even if the proposed development were to be regarded as inappropriate development in the Green Belt, there are a number of very special circumstances which outweigh any Green Belt harm.

Policy JP-G5 of the Greater Manchester Places For Everyone Joint Development Plan Document 2024 ( GMP) relates to upland areas including the application site. 

The policy aims to ‘enable more people to enjoy the distinctive character of the uplands in sustainable ways which balance the pressures that increases access brings with the physical and mental health benefits that this landscape offers’ .

The GMP also notes that  ‘ 9.32 Good health is one of the key determinants of quality of life. As well as being of great importance in its own right, it also has a significant impact on the ability of people to enjoy the immense range of opportunities across Greater Manchester and to make a positive economic contribution.

9.33 Healthy life expectancy in Greater Manchester is currently three to four years below the national average for men and women’ 
9.35 Greater Manchester has a wide range of attributes and enormous potential, but its long-term prospects will be contingent on delivering major improvements in public health. It cannot be considered a success unless existing health inequalities are addressed. The Greater Manchester Population Health Plan (2017-21) sets out Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnerships approach to delivering a radical upgrade in population health across the city region.

9.36 This will require a diverse range of coordinated measures, many of which lie outside the scope of this plan, but it will be vital that the positive contribution of this Plan is maximised as far as possible. As a result, the overall strategy and many of the policies and proposals in other parts of the plan will support improvements in health and wellbeing, and reductions in health inequalities, such as by:
· Promoting a successful economy for Greater Manchester, where everyone is able to share in the benefits of growth, given that household income is a key determinant of good health;
· Enabling people to adopt healthier lifestyles, including through the development of a high-quality green infrastructure network throughout Greater Manchester, encouraging the provision of a wide range of recreation and sports facilities, including food growing opportunities, and supporting an increase in the proportion of trips that are made by walking and cycling’.

Thus, the proposed development accords with the GMP in that it facilitates the use of the Pennine Bridleway by horse riders, walkers and cyclists, many of whom require an overnight stay, hopefully helping to make a contribution to the area’s health issues, but as  visitors, both local and non-local,  are likely to visit Littleborough and the other towns in the immediate area, this will help in some part, to sustain and promote local services and facilities.  

In addition, the proposed development would result in at least a 10% net gain in biodiversity, principally by the planting of trees
	
The above very special circumstances outweigh any harm to the Green Belt and its openness. The Courts have held that openness has both a volumetric and a visual dimension and that both should be considered as part of an assessment upon openness. 

In this instance, the building is single storey, set back from the road, is of materials appropriate to a rural area and is generally inconspicuous in the Green Belt. 

Moreover. the proposed tree planting as part of the biodiversity net gain would make it even less so.

For the above reasons, even if the proposed development were to be considered to be inappropriate development in the Green Belt, these other matters would constitute very special circumstances, and where  the potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and any other harm resulting from the proposal, is clearly outweighed by these other considerations.
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