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1.0 – THE SITE 
1.01 – The site is an area of land to the rear of the Football Pitch which is uneven, overgrown and not used as part of the sports facilities
1.02 - The site at present has access on foot from the pitch and training area.
2.0 – PRELIMINARY ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
2.01 – The site lies on the east side of Rochdale town centre, east of the A664 road and main railway line and west of the Rochdale Canal. The site forms the southern triangular tip of playing field.

The site is bounded to the north by playing fields with a clubhouse, car parking and residential houses beyond. The site is bounded to the south by residential houses fronting onto Firgrove Gardens. 
The site is bounded to the west by the main railway line with residential houses beyond and bounded to the east by the Rochdale Canal with football pitches beyond.
2.02 - The site area has previously been unoccupied as open land and used as a sports ground.  In the surrounding area there has historically been a disused canal 30m to the east, circa 1976, railway cuttings 74-144m to the north west, north and west and four unspecified mills 97m, 102m and 106m to the south east and 237m to the north of site. 
2.03 - The evidence is that the site has not been used or developed and has formed part of the playing field. The area has consistently been an area to spread the grass cuttings.
2.04 - The site has no trees and it is defined by the mounds of earth that of historically been dumped.

2.05 - The ecological assessment indicates a very low possibility of habitation. The area is used by supporters on a regular basis and the land will be disturbed.

2.06 - The ground is a grassed area and there are no wild flowers or soft landscaping. 

3.00 – CONCLUSION

6.01 – The site has a low ecological sustainability.
