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25 Seymour Drive, Bradshaw, Bolton, BL2 3HB
PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF A 
AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP TO THE

REAR ELEVATION OF FOLD COTTAGE

ASHWORTH ROAD, ROCHDALE, OL11 5UP

INTRODUCTION
Fold Cottage is a two storey two bedroom property situated within a Conservation Area within Rochdale Borough Council. The property is not listed on the local list for non-designated heritage assets.

The proposals involve the installation of an air source heat pump to the rear elevation of the property to the far corner between the kitchen external doors and the corner of the house. This area opens out on to a raised patio with an 1100mm timber balustrade surrounding the patio. The garden to the rear beyond the patio is set at a lower level and slopes away from the property down to open fields.
National planning policy in respect to the conservation of the historic environment is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (revised 2021) (NPPF) and places the following requirements on applicants: 

“In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understanding the potential impact of the proposals on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes, or has potential to include, heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.” (NPPF Paragraph 194)
ARCHITECTURAL VALUE

The property has been extended at various times over previous years and the new proposals will not involve the introduction of any further extension or alterations to the external appearance of the building. The unit will be located to the rear corner of the property within the raised patio area. The unit will be fixed onto brackets fixed to the wall and will be no higher on the elevation that the height of the balustrading around the patio.
IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

The proposed unit will have very little impact upon the setting and appearance of the house within the Conservation Area. This together with the improved environmental significance of the heat source will out way the impact upon the Conservation Area of this non-designated asset.  
