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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1.1 GENERAL 
 
1.1.1 Sir Frederick Snow & Partners have undertaken a Heritage Assessment for Lower 

Starring Farm Cottage, Littleborough, OL15 8HN. This assessment was required to 
supplement a planning application for the conversion of an attached barn into living 
accommodation. 

 
1.2 SITE LOCATION 
 
1.2.1 The site is located at Lower Starring Farm on the outskirts of Littleborough. 

 
The site is located at Lower Starring Farm on the outskirts of Littleborough 
investigation data. Sir Frederick Snow and Partners take no responsibility over the 
accuracy of the third-party information. 

 
 A site location plan is included in Appendix A. 
 
1.3 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
1.3.1 The proposed conversion of an existing barn attached to Lower Starring Farm to 

create additional living accommodation. The site is allocated as Defined Urban Area 
under the council’s Unitary Development Plan. 

 
1.4 SURROUNDING AREA 
 
1.4.1 The surrounding area comprises the land uses summarised in Table 2.1  
 
Table 1.1 Summary of Surrounding Land Use 

Direction  North  East South West  
Surrounding Land 
Use  

To the north lies 
agricultural farmland. 
Residential properties 
populate the 
northeast. 
 

To the east of the site 
there is residential 
housing. 

To the southwest lies 
farmland and Higher 
Starring Farm.  

To the west of the site 
there is farmland. 
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2 ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFCANCE 
 
 
2.1 NON-DESIGNATED HERIATAGE ASSET 
 
2.1.1 Lower Starring Cottage Farm has been identified as a non-designated heritage site 

by Rochdale Borough Council (see link below): 
 

https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/heritage-conservation/non-designated-heritage-assets/6 
 
Non-designated heritage assets are places identified as having some significance to 
the local heritage. 
 
They make important contributions to the local distinctiveness, settlement formation, 
traditional character or history of the borough but don't meet the criteria for listed 
buildings. 

 
2.2 SITE HISTORY 
 
2.2.1 Ubiquitous internet searches, local historical data and historical OS maps have not 

revealed anything other than living accommodation and agricultural use for this site. 
 
 
2.3 INFORMATION FROM EARLY MAPS 
 
2.3.1 Historical Ordinance Survey Maps published in 1941 and 1851 showing Lower 

Starring Farm are given in Appendix B. 
 

The maps can be found in the following links: 
 
https://maps.nls.uk/view/126519737 
 
https://maps.nls.uk/view/102344006 
 

 
2.4 DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
2.4.1 All the required and submitted planning drawings showing existing and proposed 

plans and elevations are shown in Appendix C, plus appropriate photographs of the 
current site. 
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3 ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 
 
3.1 GENERAL 
 
3.1.1 No significant rebuilding, repair or alteration is proposed for the building exterior. The 

most significant change proposed applies to the interior of the cottage. An internal 
barn area is being used to create additional household living space. The ‘barn area’ 
has not been used as a barn facility since the farm was converted to a cottage over 
50 years ago. The barn area is currently used solely for internal storage. Minimal new 
openings are proposed for the cottage as shown on the planning drawings given in 
Appendix C. 

 
3.2 CONSERVATION AREAS 
 
3.2.1 The cottage is not a listed building or non-designated historic building and does not 

lie within a Conservation Area. 
 
3.3 MITIGATION STRATEGY 
 
3.3.1 To ensure there is no harm to the significance of the heritage, only matching building 

materials will be used on the exterior facade. Any small areas of patching on the 
external masonry that may occur will be whitewashed to match the existing finishes. 
Rochdale Borough Council Planning will be consulted and adhered regarding the 
nature and aesthetics of the new doors and windows proposed. 
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4 APPENDICES 
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4.1 APPENDIX A: LOWER STARRING FARM COTTAGE LOCATION PLANS 
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Lower Starring Farm Location Plan 
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Lower Starring Farm Location Plan (Satellite View) 
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4.2 APPENDIX B: INFORMATION FROM EARLY MAPS 
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Lower Starring Farm (Full View - 1941 OS Map) 
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Lower Starring Farm (Zoomed View - 1941 OS Map) 
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Lower Starring Farm (Full View - 1851 OS Map) 
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Lower Starring Farm (Zoomed View - 1851 OS Map) 
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4.3 APPENDIX C: DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 




























