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04.04/2023
Dear John 

Here is my up dated version of my report on the discussions with the tree surgeon on the 15th of November 2022 and further discussions with you in April 2023 to make a sustainable, community centred area on the site of St John’s RC church. I would like to stress before any of the work with the children to make a sustainable area can take place, work on the trees must take place. This is because some of the trees are in such close proximity to each other that they are causing damage to their neighbours, some show signs of disease, and some have died. The tree surgeon and I conducted a visual survey of the woodland and plotted which trees needed their canopy raising and which needed to be removed. This was agreed and was written into the tree surgeons report. 

As a general overview the total area considered was approximately 600 square yards and consisted of an area of woodland at the entry to the car park to St John’s church. This are is very dark because of the amount of native self-seeded trees which have now grown to maturity, are overcrowded and in some cases diseased or dead. The trees cut out light to all areas of the church and most of the woodland floor and makes the entrance to the church very foreboding and has reduced the natural  biodiversity of the area.
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However, with some work it could be made into a sustainable resource for the primary school children attached to the church and quiet seating area for the local community. I understand that there has been a tree survey of all the trees and this will be attached to this report. However briefly the area has, around the edges of the wood land, a fully grown tree every yard or so, with nothing in the middle of the area. They consist of small leaf limes, sycamores, silver birches, goat willow, oak and ash (showing signs of ash die back). There are also a few ornamental shrubs which will need pruning back into shape as the laurel and hawthorns are very good for bird cover and to provide food for birds in the winter. The tree survey from Rochdale council will identify the dangerous trees and these should be removed. The over crowded areas will need to be thinned and the canopy of some of the larger specimens will need to be raised. This will let light into the understory and will produce bark and branch arisings which can be used to make paths and mulches for the understory, plus enriching the very impoverished soil, though more bark mulch may need to be purchased to complete the task.
Presently the woodland floor is covered with nettles, bind weed, ragwort and willow herb plus there is evidence of some Spanish blue bells. If you were in an area close to native blue bells these would need to be removed, but as the site in the town centre, this is probably not necessary. I also understand that there are some daffodil bulbs planted in the area.
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There is also an area within the woodland which is used to put all the composting materials from the church gardens and lawn and therefore this material needs to be removed and compost beds made to be used within the site. These can be easily made from pallets and by making your own compost it will give you some organic material to use to improve the soil around the whole site, whilst the leaves from the trees can be used to make leaf mould which again can be used as a soil conditioner.

Once the trees have been removed and/or pruned it will be possible to assess where the light falls and to make woodland glades. These areas will then be able to be planted with early flowering bulbs, such as snow drops, blue bells, daffodils, crocuses, camassias, alliums etc which will provide food for insects from early spring into early summer. Newly planted shrubs will take the season on into autumn and winter as long as they include shrubs which produce either or both flowers and fruit. 

Once we have established food plants for insects, we need to consider the whole life cycle and look at food plants for caterpillars, I would therefore suggest making a small area of native food plants for this.  

The children from the primary school were very interested in having a pond although a large body of water would not be possible a small pebble pond could easily be made from an old plastic baby bath and planted up to give the birds somewhere to drink and bring in other aquatic wild life as the area around the church is barren of watering places for the local wild life. 

Using the arising from the trees, insect hotels and wild life dens can be made, I would also suggest that birdboxes are put on some of the trees. These need to be sited carefully so that they become attractive to the nesting birds.

Much of the woodland transformation can be achieved by working with the school and your volunteers, birdboxes can be made by older primary school children and painted up on the outside. The children can research into what size holes need to be made for specific species and which need open fronted boxes, plus in which direction they need to be sited. The children can also help to make insect hotels by collecting items to go into them and often broken roof tiles etc can be obtained for free from local builder’s yards These are really good for the roof. The pallets for the compost area again can be obtained for free from builder’s yards. Finally, the children can help to make the pebble pool and plant up the pond.
As you are an urban setting and there seems to be issues with rats, I do not think butting up bird food is possible but if the planting is well thought through the area should easily be able to sustain a good number of berry-bearing shrubs and the wire fencing at the back of the car park could have some thornless blackberries etc growing up part of it to be used as a food source.  
Karen Hayday 

Photograph showing the current understory 









Directors Karen Hayday and Andrew Whitehead
Hourglass Environment Ltd, 44 Rochdale Road, Darwin House, Todmorden, West Yorkshire, OL14 7LD
Tel: +(44) 01706 810245     Email: enquiries@hourglass.org.uk
Company registration number 6485019

Directors Karen Hayday and Lisa Morris

Hourglass Environment ltd, 44 Rochdale Rd Todmorden OL14 7LD
Tel: +(44) 01706810245     Email: enquiries@hourglass.org.uk
Company registration number 6485019

