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Drainage Consultation on Application – 25/00314/FUL - 1 Drake Street, Rochdale, OL16 1RE.
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 4th August 2025
Location & Proposed Development
1 Drake Street, Rochdale, OL16 1RE.
Change of use of first and second floors from vacant commercial floorspace to 10no. residential apartments (use class C3), including conversion of the roof space to provide a 7-bedroom HMO (sui generis), together with insertion of rooflights, window openings with associated ground floor cycle storage and external bin storage.

Documents Reviewed
· Flood Risk Assessment - rep-tjba-C&F-1 drake st, rochdale-FRA-090125.docx
· Location Plan - PP-13783928v1
Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposed development is within flood zone 3. The FRA does not incorporate any sequential or exception testing to justify development is a flood zone. The change of use is to a more vulnerable category. Therefore, the proposal to develop in a flood zone is not acceptable in principle. 

2. No actual drainage details or surface water drainage strategy have been provided.  

3. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

4. Since the Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) was prepared, the Environment Agency's flood zone mapping has been updated. While the FRA identified only part of the site as being within Flood Zone 3 at the time of writing, the updated flood map now shows that the entire site falls within Flood Zone 3. The applicant should be made aware of this change, and the FRA should be reviewed and revised accordingly to reflect the current flood risk designation and to ensure that appropriate mitigation measures are in place.


Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:

I. Residential development within flood zone 3 is not acceptable in principle.
II. No Sequential and Exception testing has been provided to support the proposals
III.  No drainage strategy or details have been submitted.
Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
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