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Sharon Hill L

From: Derek Richardson <derek.richardson@tameside.gov.uk>
Sent: 14 April 2025 11:18
To: Development Management
Subject: App 25-00203-WTTPO Land Directly To The Rear Of 5 & 7 Barathea Close, 

OL113LY - Arbor Response

:CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

 

Rochdale Council 
 
25/00203/WTTPO | Application to fell and remove trees identified within group 'W1' of Tree 
Preservation Order TPO076, T1, T2, T3, T9, T10, T11 - Ash, T4, T5 - Sycamore T6, T7 - Beech & T8 
Oak | Land Directly To The Rear Of 5 & 7 Barathea Close, OL113LY 
 
A small broadleaved woodland showing signs of limited recent management.  
 

 I would accept that the Ash Trees (T1, T2, T3, T9, T10, T11) are suffering from Ash die-back 
disease, unfortunately endemic in the area, and should be felled in the interests of good woodland 
management. 

 I would accept that the Sycamore trees (T4 and T5) are poor condition trees in decline, these trees 
could be removed in the interests of good woodland management without causing undue harm to the 
overall woodland character. 

 T8 is an Oak which has already fallen, hung up on adjacent trees. The tree should be removed for 
health and safety reasons and in the interests of good woodland management 

 T7 is a poor condition beech tree with evident dead wood, extensive burrs and missing bark. Given 
the poor health of the tree, its proximity to residential property and risk of sudden failure associated 
with Beech, it would be acceptable to remove the tree in the interests of avoidance of harm to 
residential property and to mitigate public safety risk  

 T6 is a beech tree in apparently reasonable condition, but with a very heavy lean towards the nearby 
residential property. Given that beech are relatively shallow rooted trees which makes them more 
susceptible to windthrow, that they can experience sudden failure, and given that the tree will 
become exposed when other trees are removed, it would be prudent to remove this tree at this time 
as part of the wider woodland management works in order to mitigate potential future risk. I have 
thought about whether it would be possible to prune or pollard the tree, but semi-mature beech do 
not respond well to heavy pruning or pollarding work which can expose them to disease and leave 
deep wounds which can be very slow to heal. Pollarding could therefore increase risks to property.  

 
All works must be carried out by suitably qualified and insured arborists.  
 
The woodland would benefit from replanting with understorey trees and shrubs such as holly, hazel, 
hawthorn and rowan. 
 
Yours 
 
Derek Richardson 
 
 
 
Derek Richardson  
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Principal Ecologist 
Planning and Transportation 
Planning and Transportation 
Place 
 
Tameside MBC | X | Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn  
Dukinfield Town Hall | King Street | Dukinfield | Tameside | SK16 4LA 
 
Tel. 0161 342 2593 
Mobile. 07709 394502 
 
This email was sent at a time & date convenient to the sender; please do not feel under any pressure to respond 
immediately if this is outside your normal working hours. 
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