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1. Overview 

1.1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared by Lexington on 

behalf of Cubico UK Developments Ltd (the Applicant). It forms part of a suite of 

documents in support of a planning application for Rossendale Battery Energy Storage 

System (BESS), an energy storage facility located on land at Rochdale Road and Bamford 

Road, Turn Village. The development includes the construction, management and 

operation of a BESS with associated infrastructure, including access, drainage, security 

measures and landscaping and provision of a connecting cable to Croston Close Road 

substation. 

 

1.1.2 The consultation took place from Tuesday 5th November to Tuesday 26th November 2024 

and sought feedback from the local community. This consultation was conducted 

alongside the Applicant’s engagement on Scout Moor II, a proposed 100MW onshore wind 

farm across the administrative boundaries of Rossendale Borough Council and Rochdale 

Metropolitan Borough Council. Although the two projects were consulted on concurrently, 

they were managed as separate applications with distinct consultation processes. This 

SCI outlines the methods used for consultation and engagement for the Rossendale 

BESS application.  

 

1.1.3 The consultation was undertaken in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and is in line 

with expectations set out in Rossendale Borough Council’s Statement of Community 

Involvement. A summary of the activity is outlined below, and further details can be found 

in Section 3.0. 

o Letters were issued to local councillors, including members for Greenfield & Eden 

ward, where the site is located; the Leader of Rossendale Borough Council; the 

Deputy Leader of Rossendale Borough Council; the Lead Member for Planning, 

Licensing & Enforcement; and the Lead Member for Environment & Corporate 

Services to offer a meeting to discuss the scheme.  

o A letter was distributed to approximately 350 nearby commercial and residential 

properties to provide an overview of the plans and how feedback could be provided.  

o A consultation website, www.rossendalebatterystorage.co.uk, was established to 

provide further information on the proposals, as well as a facility to submit feedback 

via an online form. 

o An online webinar was hosted, providing residents with the opportunity to learn more 

about the scheme and ask questions directly to the project team. 

o A community information telephone line, email address and postal address were 

available throughout the consultation period for those wanting to correspond with a 

member of the development team and provide feedback.  

1.1.4 The Applicant has subsequently considered this feedback to inform this planning 

application. The SCI outlines the methods used to engage with the local community. It 

summarises the feedback received and provides a response to pertinent issues raised 

during the consultation. 

 

1.1.5 A comprehensive breakdown of the feedback gathered during the consultation is outlined 

in Section 4.0 of this document, while Section 5.0 provides a response to the comments 
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raised. The Applicant is confident that the feedback received has been addressed in this 

report, which will be submitted alongside the planning application.  

2. Planning and Guidance: Role of Community Involvement  

2.1.1 Planning guidance states that pre-application consultation with communities, local 

authorities and statutory consultees can bring several benefits to the process of 

determining planning applications. Against this background, the Applicant has sought to 

consult with interested parties following policy and guidance concerning community 

involvement in the planning system. 

2.2 Rossendale Borough Council  

2.2.1 Rossendale Borough Council’s adopted SCI encourages developers to undertake pre-

application public consultation with the local community. The SCI provides a number of 

methods to encourage participation, including:  

o Letters or emails to stakeholders to provide “opportunity for people to be informed 

and signposted to further information.” 

o Leaflets and brochures to target “specific areas and groups with summarised 

information and signposting.” 

o Public meetings to provide “further opportunity for people to comment on issues that 

affect them.” 

o Dedicated website, providing the opportunity to comment online about the scheme.  

2.3 Government Planning Policy 

The Localism Act 2011 

 

2.3.1 The Localism Act 2011 seeks to provide the local community with a voice throughout the 

planning process, highlighted in the former Department for Communities and Local 

Government’s Decentralisation and Localism Bill: an essential guide, which outlines one 

of its principles as: 

 

o “Empowering communities to do things their way – by creating rights for people to get 

involved with, and direct the development of, their community.” 

 

2.3.2 Elaborating on this, the Localism Act outlines that applicants must notify the local 

community about their proposals to “bring the proposed application to the attention of a 

majority of the persons who live at, or otherwise occupy, premises in the vicinity of the 

land.” It goes on to state that the publicity must explain how the applicant can be contacted 

by those “wishing to comment on, or collaborate…on the design of, the proposed 

development” and that applicants must consider the feedback received by having “regard 

to any responses to the consultation”. 
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National Planning Policy Framework  

 

2.3.3 In February 2025, the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government updated its 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The document seeks to achieve sustainable 

development with three overarching objectives: an economic objective; a social objective; 

and an environmental objective.  

 

2.3.4 The NPPF sets out guidance in relation to pre-application engagement and front-loading. 

Paragraph 40 sets out how early engagement in the planning process has significant 

potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system for 

all parties involved in planning applications. The ambition of this guidance, therefore, is to 

enable better coordination between public and private resources and create improved 

outcomes for the community and developer.  

 

2.3.5 The policy goes on to state that “the more issues that can be resolved at pre-application 

stage, including the need to deliver improvements in infrastructure and affordable housing, 

the greater the benefits.” (para. 42).  

 

National Planning Practice Guidance 

 

2.3.6 The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is intended to make planning guidance 

more accessible and easier to keep up to date. With regard to consultation and community 

engagement, the NPPG notes: 

 

“Early and timely engagement between developers, statutory consultees and local 

authorities at the pre-application phase is important in helping to address issues and 

opportunities early on and avoid delays occurring at the formal application stage”. (para. 

15-013-20190722).  

 

2.3.7 The guidance states that this can be achieved by consulting the local planning authority, 

statutory and non-statutory consultees, elected members and local people, with the level 

of engagement proportionate to the nature and scale of the proposed development. 

2.4  The Applicant’s Approach 

2.4.1 The Applicant has sought to ensure that the engagement with the local community on the 

plans has adhered to the guidance outlined in the Localism Act 2011, the NPPF, the NPPG 

and Rossendale Borough Council’s SCI, as well as industry best practice.  
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3. Consultation Programme  

3.1.1 The consultation for Rossendale BESS was launched on Tuesday 5th November and ran 

until Tuesday 26th November 2024. The consultation process included inviting comments 

from the local community and political stakeholders on the proposals. To ensure the 

consultation process was accessible to all interested parties and groups in the area, 

several methodologies were employed, including those described below. 

3.2 Letters to local political stakeholders 

3.2.1 Before the consultation launch, a letter was issued to local political stakeholders to notify 

them of the proposals and advise of the public consultation. Members were also invited to 

meet with the team to discuss the proposals and consultation in more detail.  

 

 The letter was sent to the following members of Rossendale Council: 

o Councillor Alyson Barnes, Leader and Lead Member for Economic Development  

o Councillor Michelle Smith, Deputy Leader and Lead Member for Economic 

Development  

o Councillor Adrian Lythgoe, Lead Member for Environment & Corporate Services  

o Councillor Anne Cartner Cheetham, Member for Greenfield & Eden ward  

o Councillor Neil Looker, Member for Greenfield & Eden ward  

o Councillor Simon Holland, Member for Greenfield & Eden ward  

 

3.2.2 As the consultation was conducted concurrently with the Applicant’s scheme for Scout 

Moor II, the stakeholder letter included information on both consultations. A dedicated 

paragraph specifically outlined the Rossendale BESS scheme and extended an invitation 

to arrange a meeting for further discussion.  

 

3.2.3 A copy of the correspondence sent to local politicians is provided in Appendix A.  

3.3 Website 

3.3.1 A dedicated website, www.rossendalebatterystorage.co.uk, went live on Tuesday 5th 

November 2024. The website provided an overview of the scheme, more information on 

what a BESS facility is, FAQs and the benefits of battery storage. An online feedback form 

was also provided to capture residents’ views and comments.  

 

3.3.2 Between Tuesday 5th November and Tuesday 26th November 2024, the consultation 

website was viewed 731 times. Images of the website can be viewed in Appendix B. 

 

3.3.3 The website also included an online feedback form which asked for feedback on the 

scheme. Despite the website being viewed 731 times, the feedback form received two 

submissions.  

  

http://www.rossendalebatterystorage.co.uk/
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3.4 Consultation email and postal address 

3.4.1 A dedicated email address, rossendalebatterystorage@havingyoursay.co.uk, was 

established to receive feedback and answer enquiries from the public regarding the plans. 

Alternatively, respondents were able to post their comments. During the public 

consultation, two emails were received and zero letters. More information about this can 

be found in Section 4.0 ‘Feedback Received’.  

3.5 Community Information Line  

3.5.1 A Community Information Line (0333 358 0502) was available throughout the consultation 

to enable people to speak with members of the development team. It was established from 

the start of the consultation and was staffed from 9.00am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

An answerphone facility was available outside of office hours. One call was received 

during the three-week consultation period. 

3.6 Leaflet to residents and businesses 

3.6.1 To announce the public consultation, letters were sent to approximately 350 residential 

and business addresses situated near the site on Tuesday 5th November 2024. This 

distribution area was chosen to ensure that those most likely to have an interest in the 

proposals, i.e., those closest to the site, were made aware of the public consultation and 

had the opportunity to submit their feedback on the plans.  

 

3.6.2 The leaflet provided an overview of the proposals and details of how people could view 

the plans in greater detail and provide comments via the following methods: 

 

• Visiting the website and completing the online feedback form at 

www.rossendalebatterystorage.co.uk; 

• Calling the community information line on 0333 358 0502; 

• Emailing rossendalebatterystorage@havingyoursay.co.uk    

 

3.6.3 A copy of the leaflet to residents and businesses can be seen in Appendix C. A map of 

the distribution area can be seen in Appendix D. 

3.7  Webinar  

3.7.1 On Thursday 21st November, the Applicant hosted a webinar to provide members of the 

public with an opportunity to engage with the project team, learn more about the proposals, 

and ask questions. 

 

3.7.2 The webinar was promoted through the consultation website and leaflet, attracting six 

registrations. 

 

3.7.3 Two members of the public attended the webinar and raised a variety of questions. These 

questions, along with the responses, are detailed in Section 4.0 of this report. 

 

mailto:rossendalebatterystorage@havingyoursay.co.uk
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3.7.4 To accommodate those who were unable to attend, a recording of the webinar was made 

available on the consultation website for later viewing. The webinar slides can be found in 

Appendix E.  

4. Feedback Received  

4.1 Summary of feedback 

4.1.1 During the consultation, a variety of questions and themes were raised. Residents shared 

their perspectives on the scheme, the need for battery storage and raised questions. The 

key themes are summarised below. 

 

Support for Renewable Energy and the Role of Battery Storage 

 

4.1.2 A respondent highlighted support for battery storage as an effective solution for storing 

renewable energy, reducing reliance on gas during periods of low renewable generation. 

Battery storage was viewed as a vital step in addressing climate change and assisting the 

UK’s journey to net zero. 

 

 Community Benefit Fund 

 

4.1.3 Several respondents supported the concept of a Community Benefit Fund and offered 

suggestions for its use, including: 

o Providing energy debt advisors. 

o Installing renewable energy systems. 

o Addressing illegal off-roading at Scout Moor. 

4.1.4 One respondent asked for clarification on the definition of the "local community" that would 

benefit from the fund. 

 

Visual Impact 

 

4.1.5 Concerns were raised about the visual impact of the proposed site, specifically its potential 

effect on the rural character of the area. Respondents noted its potential visibility from 

nearby roads and the public footpath crossing the site.  

 

Noise Impact 

 

4.1.6 A respondent living near the proposed site expressed concerns about potential noise from 

the battery storage facility. 

 

Fire Safety 

 

4.1.7 A concern was raised regarding the lack of mains water on the site, which could 

complicate fire safety and response efforts. 

 

Site Selection 
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4.1.8 Questions were asked about the rationale behind selecting the proposed site for the BESS 

facility. One respondent suggested alternative locations, specifically sites further from 

public footpaths and not on agricultural land. 

 

Impact on Agriculture  

 

4.1.9 Concerns were raised that the BESS will impact the farmer that uses the land for grazing 

and silage production.  

 

Planning Inspectorate’s Decision on Close Nook Farm 

 

4.1.10 A respondent queried whether the decision by the Planning Inspectorate to refuse 

development at Close Nook Farm in 2022 had been taken into account. 

 

4.1.11 The Planning Inspectorate’s refusal cited harm to the character and appearance of the 

area due to the scale and prominence of the proposed agricultural building, as well as 

inappropriate Green Belt development for the replacement farmhouse. 

 

4.1.12 Respondents questioned how these considerations might relate to the proposed BESS 

project. 

5. Response to Feedback  

The Applicant has outlined the response to the questions and comments received as part of the 

consultation process:  

Feedback Response 

Support was expressed for the 

concept of battery storage as a 

solution to store renewable energy, 

helping to reduce reliance on fossil 

fuels when renewable sources are 

not generating electricity. 

The Applicant is grateful for the supportive feedback 

regarding battery storage. This technology plays a critical 

role in enabling renewable energy to continue powering 

homes and businesses, even during periods without wind 

or sunshine.  

There were suggestions for the 

Community Benefit Fund, including 

the provision of energy debt 

advisors, the installation of 

renewable energy systems, and 

addressing illegal off-roading. 

The Applicant is thankful for the suggestions regarding the 

Community Benefit Fund. As part of the planning 

application, these ideas will be considered, and an update 

on the allocation of the fund will be provided as part of the 

planning process. 

It was asked how the area that will 

receive the Community Benefit Fund 

will be determined. 

The consultation process aims to gather input from the 

local community to understand which areas are likely to 

experience the greatest impact from the development.  
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Feedback Response 

 Given that there are relatively few residential properties 

near the site, the Applicant will consider the broader 

community, including areas that could be affected by 

factors such as traffic, noise, or changes to the local 

landscape. We will continue to work with key stakeholders 

to ensure the fund is directed where it will provide the most 

benefit. 

The visual impact of the proposed 

site was raised, particularly in terms 

of its effect on the rural landscape.  

Concerns were expressed regarding 

its visibility from nearby roads and 

the public footpath crossing the site.  

 

As part of the design approach, the Applicant has 

prioritised minimising the visual impact of the scheme.  

The batteries and infrastructure will be positioned at a 

distance from residential properties to reduce visibility.  

Landscaping features, including a pond and habitat 

management in an adjacent field, will help integrate the 

development into the surrounding environment, converting 

pastureland into species-rich grassland.  

Existing stone walls will be preserved and repaired, and a 

discreet green mesh fence will be used to secure the site. 

Additionally, lighting will be kept to a minimum, with no 

floodlighting, to reduce visual impact and disturbance. 

Concerns were raised regarding the 

lack of mains water or drainage on 

the site, and whether water tanks 

would be required for fire safety, 

specifically in relation to perceived 

fire hazards. 

BESS systems are designed with safety protocols in place 

to minimise fire risks, including fire detection, regular 

maintenance, and monitoring to mitigate potential hazards.  

There are national guidelines on managing fire risk, and 

the Applicant will collaborate with local fire services to 

ensure all safety measures are met. Additionally, fire 

suppression systems, including water storage, will be 

provided on-site. 

Concerns were raised regarding 

potential noise from the site, 

particularly during operation. 

The Applicant has carefully considered these concerns 

and will ensure that noise levels remain at or below the 

Representative Background Noise Level during both 

daytime and nighttime. Additionally, all receptors will 

remain below the 35 dB absolute limit. A comprehensive 

Noise Impact Assessment, conducted by TNEI, provides 

full details on this matter. To further safeguard against any 

adverse impacts, noise levels will be secured through a 

planning condition. 

The site selection process was 

questioned.  

The site was chosen after considering various factors, 

including technical, commercial, and environmental 

impacts.  
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Feedback Response 

This location was selected because it is close to the 

existing grid connection and in proximity to Scout Moor 

wind farm, which helps to maximise the efficiency of the 

energy network.  

Additionally, the availability of space and the willingness of 

landowners to collaborate were key considerations.  

The site’s closeness to the substation also makes it an 

ideal choice for connecting the BESS to the grid. 

Concerns were raised regarding the 

potential impact of the development 

on the Public Right of Way (PROW) 

that crosses the site. 

The development will not impact any Public Right of 

Way.The site will have a single vehicle access point off the 

road, and the existing footpath will be maintained with a 

dropped crossing to ensure continuous access throughout 

the site. 

Concerns were raised regarding the 

scheme’s impact on the agricultural 

use of the land.  

The land is classified as Grade 5, which is low-quality 

agricultural land unsuitable for crop production. The site 

also covers 13 acres, less than 0.1% of Rossendale’s total 

agricultural land. The Applicant believes the site will have 

minimal impact on local agriculture while contributing to a 

sustainable energy supply. 

As part of the scheme, the Applicant is working with the 

landowner to explore opportunities to maintain parts of the 

site for grazing. This initiative will be delivered in 

conjunction with the biodiversity net gain measures 

planned, ensuring the BESS delivers significant 

environmental benefits. 

A question was raised about whether 

the Planning Inspectorate's decision 

to refuse development at Close 

Nook Farm would have any impact 

on the Rossendale BESS 

application. 

The Planning Inspectorate's refusal of the agricultural 

building and farmhouse replacement at Close Nook Farm 

was based on different factors. The agricultural building 

was deemed harmful to the character and appearance of 

the area due to its scale and prominence, while the 

replacement farmhouse was considered inappropriate 

within the Green Belt without very special circumstances to 

justify it. 

The Rossendale BESS project is a fundamentally different 

scheme with distinct objectives. Its purpose is to enhance 

grid stability as part of the UK's transition to renewable 

energy and achieve net-zero goals. The project has been 

designed to minimise visual impact, with the site 

positioned at a sufficient distance from residential 

properties. Landscaping measures will be implemented to 
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Feedback Response 

help integrate the development into its surroundings 

effectively. 

6. Post Consultation Activity  

5.1 In March 2025, the Applicant met with the Edenfield Community Neighbourhood Forum and 

Edenfield Residents Association to discuss its plans for Scout Moor II. 

 

5.2 During these discussions, Rossendale BESS was also mentioned. The Applicant committed 

to hosting a drop-in session as part of the Edenfield physical exhibition scheduled for Scout 

Moor II. This session, planned for April 2025, will provide residents with an opportunity to 

speak directly with the Senior Planner responsible for Rossendale BESS and ask any further 

questions about the scheme. 

7. Conclusions  

6.1.1 In preparing the proposals for Rossendale BESS, the development team conducted a pre-

application consultation in line with Rossendale Borough Council’s Statement of 

Community Involvement, the Localism Act 2011, the National Planning Policy Framework, 

and National Planning Practice Guidance. This consultation provided an opportunity for 

residents, politicians, and stakeholders to learn about the plans and offer their feedback. 

 

6.1.2 The applicant and the wider development team would like to extend their appreciation to 

all who participated in the consultation process and shared their views on the plans.  

 

6.1.3 The consultation website attracted a significant number of views, although the level of 

direct feedback received was relatively low. This is often indicative of individuals accessing 

the website, reviewing the information, and choosing not to comment if they feel they do 

not have any objections. 

 

6.1.4 The Applicant remains keen to gather further input, particularly regarding the Community 

Benefit Fund, to better understand how it can best support the local community. Moving 

forward, the Applicant will engage with key stakeholders at Rossendale Borough Council 

to formalise the Fund so it is designed to have the greatest impact on those living in the 

vicinity. 

 

6.1.5 The Applicant appreciates the support received. The concerns raised mainly related to the 

visual and noise impacts on the rural character of the area, as well as fire safety. 

Responses to these concerns have been outlined in Section 5.0 along with a commitment 

to minimising any impact associated with the development. 

 

6.1.6 This report reflects the views expressed by residents, stakeholders, and elected members 

during the public consultation and addresses the feedback received concerning the 
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development. Moving forward, the development team will keep communication channels 

open, allowing the local community to stay engaged throughout the planning process. 
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8. Appendices  

Appendix A – Correspondence  
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Appendix B – Consultation Website  
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Appendix C – Leaflet  
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Appendix D – Leaflet Distribution Area  
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Appendix E – Webinar Slides  
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