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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the Report 

1.1.1 A Biodiversity Enhancement plan has been requested for 806-810 Manchester 
Road, Castleton, as recommended by Rochdale Borough City Council. This is 
described in the following: 

“NPPF encourages net gains for biodiversity to be sought through planning 
decisions. Core Strategy Policy G7 seeks to increase the value of biodiversity. 
This policy states that we will expect development proposals to "take opportunities 
to promote biodiversity and create new habitats through new development using 
landscaping and building and construction features wherever possible (e.g. ponds, 
species of vegetation, green roofs and walls, bat boxes, roof space, appropriate 
nest boxes and landscaping)". In this instance, the use of bat boxes, nest boxes 
and landscaping could assist. Given the site's brownfield status, a proportionate 
assessment can be made on how net gains will be achieved.” 

1.1.2 This report will aim to fulfil the planning conditions set by Rochdale Borough City 
Council, with the ultimate aim of enhancing the site’s value to wildlife, through the 
retention of any existing features of value to wildlife, the creation of new habitats 
and the provision of new roosting/nesting opportunities within the proposed 
development.   

1.2 Terms of Reference 

1.2.1 We have been instructed by R&M Residentials to produce a Biodiversity 
Enhancement Plan. 

1.2.2 For this purpose, a site visit was conducted on 11/10/12 to conduct an ecological 
appraisal of the site.  

1.3 Scope of the Report 

1.3.1 This report is compiled in accordance with guidance outlined in the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) so that the development takes into account 
the value of ecosystem services and enhance ecological networks. 

1.4 Details of Proposed Development 

1.4.1 The proposal is for the development of a block of 10 flats, with adjoining parking, 
bin storage and enclosed amenity space.  

1.5 Site Description 

1.5.1 806-810 Manchester Road, Castleton is situated 3km south-east of central 
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Rochdale, at grid reference: SD 88206 10638. 

1.5.2 The site is bordered to all sides by residential properties. A railway lies to the near 
east, which is likely to form a significant barrier to terrestrial wildlife. However, the 
vegetated land bordered the railway line is likely to form a commuting corridor that 
is able to support bats and birds. 
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2 Local Biodiversity Action Plan  

2.1.1 If possible, JCA Ltd aim to incorporate Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 
habitats within our enhancement plans. We also aim to attract and support LBAP 
species, through either directly planting LBAP floral species, or creating habitats 
that will attract these species. The LBAP that covers 806-810 Manchester Road 
is the Lancashire BAP. 

2.1.2 The habitats listed within the Lancashire BAP are;  

Table 1: Lancashire BAP Habitats 

LBAP Habitats 

Arable Farmland  Broadleaved and Mixed Woodland  

Calcareous Grassland Limestone Pavement  

Moorland and Fell Mossland  

Reedbed Rivers and Streams 

Saltmarsh Estuarine Rivers Sand Dunes 

Species Rich Neutral Grassland   

 

2.1.3 The species listed within the Lancashire BAP are;  

Table 1: Lancashire BAP Species 

LBAP Species 

Natterjack Toad (Epidalea calamita) Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus) 

Southern Wood Ant (Formica rufa) Shining Guest Ant (Formicoxenus nitidulus) 

Skylark (Alauda arvensis) Twite (Linaria flavirostris) 

Linnet (Linaria cannabina) Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 

Corn Bunting (Emberiza calandra) Lapwing (Vanellinae) 

Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus) Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 

Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla flava) Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) 

Yellowhammer (Emberiza citronella) Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) 

Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix) Belted Beauty (Lycia zonaria) 

White-clawed Freshwater Crayfish 
(Austropotamobius pallipes) 

Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera 
margaritifera) 

High Brown Fritillary (Fabriciana adippe) Whorl Snails (Vertigo moulinsiana) 

Northern Brown Argus (Aricia Artaxerxes) 
Pearl‐ bordered Fritillary (Boloria 

Euphrosyne) 

Large Heath (Coenonympha tullia) Black-poplar (Populus nigra) 

Hoverfly (Syrphidae) Jenning's Ribbon Worm (Prostoma jenningsi) 

Wall Mason Bee (Osmia bicornis) Flat sedge (Cyperus eragrostis) 

Sea Bindweed (Calystegia soldanella) Narrow Small- Reed (Calamagrostis stricta) 

Dwarf Cornel (Cornus suecica) Lady's-Slipper (Cypripedium acaule Aiton) 

Purple Ramping- Fumitory (Fumaria 
purpurea) 

Greater Butterfly-Orchid (Platanthera 
chlorantha) 
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Rock Sea- lavender (Limonium) Bird's-eye Primrose (Primula farinose) 

Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus) 
Lancaster Whitebeam (Sorbus 

lancastriensis) 

Bats Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) 

Otter (Lutra lutra)  
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3 Retention of Ecologically Valuable Features 

3.1 Pre-development  

3.1.1 A comprehensive appraisal of the site’s current ecological value was undertaken 
on 11/10/22 . A summary of the habitats and features present can be seen below.  

3.1.2 The site consists entirely of sparsely vegetated land. This was species poor, 
consisting of only common floral species typical of improved land. Himalayan 
balsam, a Schedule 9 (WCA, as amended) designated species, was identified on 
site. 

3.1.3 The site has low potential for foraging and commuting bat species.  

3.2 Features to be Retained and Protected  

3.2.1 The overall site holds potential to support foraging and commuting bats, as well 
as a range of invertebrates. These features are to be lost to facilitate the 
development, and need compensating for within the proposed development plans.  
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4 Invasive Weed Eradication 

4.1 Invasive plant species are those plants listed under Schedule 9, Part II of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) or described on the Non-Native 
Species Secretariat (NNSS) website. Invasive species include; Giant Hogweed, 
Giant Kelp, Japanese Knotweed, Japanese Seaweed, Himalayan Balsam, 
Horsetail and Floating Pennywort. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
(as amended) it is an offence to plant or cause the spread of Invasive Plant 
Species in the wild and therefore it is a legal obligation to remove them. 

4.2 Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera): Occurs in a patch to the north-east 
of the site (see Appendix 2, Photo 3). Before development starts, this needs to 
be removed. 

Eradication Strategies: Himalayan Balsam is an annual plant which means it 
completes its lifecycle from germination through growth, flowering and the 
production of seed within the year and then dies without any regeneration of that 
plant. Thanks to this, it is quite simple to stop any further spread of the plant in the 
coming seasons. 

Chemical Eradication: It is possible to use non-residual herbicides which are safe 
to use near watercourses. However, this method requires repeated applications 
every 3-4 weeks from late March until late July, and other non-chemical 
alternatives are available which require similar timeframes. 

Mechanical Eradication: There is a choice of methods including trampling by 
machine or foot or whacking with a stick or cane. Following the destruction of the 
initial plant other seeds will have the opportunity to grow where the Himalayan 
Balsam grew before. It is also possible that residual Himalayan Balsam seeds may 
germinate, so this method should be repeated every 4 weeks. 

Whichever method is chosen, the simple rule to follow is to not let the plant flower. 
Pollination of the flowers is the process that leads to seed production. As with most 
flowering plants which grow from seed, some seed remains in the soil beyond the 
first season which has the potential to grow in subsequent seasons. Best practice 
would check for the presence of Himalayan Balsam every April/May for the 
following 3-5 years. As long as the plant is not permitted to re-seed, the number 
plants each year will reduce significantly. 
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5 Habitat Creation 

5.1 Summary 

5.1.1 As the site contains only habitats of low conservation value, there is scope to 
greatly enhance the sites wildlife value post development.  

5.1.2 The site is roughly 332m², with no amenity and garden spaces available. The 
entirety of the site will be used to develop the proposed building and corresponding 
hard standing.   

5.1.3 Enhancement of the site has been proposed through the inclusion of faunal 
provisions on the proposed building.   
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6 Faunal Boxes 

6.1 Summary 

6.1.1 In total 1 bat box and 1 bird box have been recommended. The location of each 
faunal box to be erected can be seen in Appendix 1.  

6.2 Bat Roosting Opportunities  

6.2.1 All British bat species are protected by UK legislation. This is in response to the 
declines experienced by many bat species over the past century. The cause of 
the decline could be linked to a number of factors, including habitat loss, pesticide 
over-use, habitat fragmentation, loss of roost sites and roost disturbance.  

6.2.2 Box Selection & Positioning: There is a wide range of different bat boxes available, 
including both internal and external designs. External designs include the 
traditional wooden and woodcrete boxes. Internal designs include boxes that can 
be built into the walls, with a front that mimics the brickwork of the building, 
essentially becoming invisible. Other roost opportunities include cutting slots into 
soffit boxes, using bat bricks that lead into cavity walls and using lifted tiles to allow 
access into the loft. 

6.2.3 One bat box has been selected to be incorporated onto the new building, 
specifically a ‘Beaumaris Woodstone Bat Box’ (see Appendix 3). This should be 
attached to an external wall and should be sited as high up as possible, at a height 
of at least 3m from the ground. This is suitable for crevice roosting bats such as 
the common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus), Nathusius' pipistrelle (Pipistrellus nathusii), Brandt's bat (Myotis 
brandti) and whiskered bat (Myotis mystacinus).  

6.2.4 Where lighting is required, conditions should be imposed to ensure the impact of 
the lighting on the bats is kept to a minimum. Lighting will be situated away from 
areas of both retained and new trees and shrubs. Any lighting should be of a low 
level of luminance. The use of low pressure sodium lamps or high pressure sodium 
lamps is recommended instead of mercury or metal halide lamps. Overall levels 
on site should be as low as planning permits. Lighting column height near 
hedgerows or trees should be kept to a minimum as this reduces the ecological 
impact. Where lighting can be directed downwards at a more acute angle, taller 
columns can be used. Please refer to the Bat Conservation Trust’s Bats and 
Lighting in the UK (2009). 

6.3 Bird Boxes  

6.3.1 In the UK there are approximately 600 species of bird, each occupying a different 
habitat and present in a different region of the country. A small number of these 
regularly visit gardens and will quickly adopt new nest boxes, but only when the 
right box design is selected and situated correctly. Each species prefers a specific 
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nest box design, with different dimensions and hole sizes. It is recommended that 
a breeding bird survey is carried out on site to inform and produce a robust and 
tailored Biodiversity Enhancement Report for this site. 

6.3.2 One bird box has been selected to be incorporated onto the new building, this 
could be any standard bird box under the specifications set out below (see 
Appendix 4). We have recommended the ‘Vivaria Pro Seville 32mm WoodStone 
Nest Box’. 

6.3.3 Standard bird boxes: Birds such as most tit species, tree sparrows and nuthatches 
prefer standard nest boxes with a small hole opening and a perch at the entrance. 
The size of hole can vary depending on the bird species. The openings should not 
be obstructed by vegetation or other structures. Bird boxes on buildings should be 
securely fastened below the eaves, at least 4m above ground level (to prevent 
predation by cats). Boxes should be positioned so that the front is facing in an 
easterly direction, as to avoid direct heat of the sun and prevailing wind and rain. 
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7 Conclusion 

7.1 Retention of Ecologically Valuable Features 

7.1.1 The site contains only habitats of low conservation value, with no features deemed 
likely of supporting protected species, other than nesting birds and foraging/ 
commuting bats. 

7.1.2 The development involves the removal of all the habitats on site. 

7.2 Habitat Creation 

7.2.1 The Himalayan Balsam identified on site is to be removed before works can 
commence.  

7.3 Faunal Boxes 

7.3.1 1 bat box and 1 standard bird box are to be erected onto the proposed building. 
The recommended location of each faunal box can be seen in Appendix 1.  

7.4 Management and monitoring 

7.4.1 Monitoring of faunal boxes and wildlife features over a 5-year period is 
recommended. Monitoring is key to understanding how habitat and wildlife 
features are being used by wildlife on site after the development. Without 
monitoring, and effective and adaptive management a scheme can’t be 
maintained and revised. 

7.4.2 It is recommended that a full management plan is created to inform people what 
is required on site to maintain biodiversity. Management plans can also be useful 
at later stages for fund bidding, by demonstrating that the proposed actions are a 
product of a logical decision-making process.  
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Appendix 1: Faunal Boxes Plan 
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Appendix 2:   Photographic Evidence 
 

  

Photo 1: The overall site.  Photo 2: The brick and rubble piles on 
site. 

  

Photo 3: The Himalayan Balsam 
identified on site.  

Photo 4: One of the felled scattered trees 
present on site.  
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Appendix 3:   Examples Artificial Bat Box Designs 
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Appendix 4:   Examples Artificial Bird Box Designs 
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