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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. This Transport Statement (TS), has been prepared to accompany the planning 

application for proposed redevelopment of 18 Sadler St, Middleton, Manchester M24 

5UG. The proposed layout shows 3 number offices totaling 88.18 sq. m office space 

and 15 number proposed apartments comprising 7x 1 bed, 4x 2 bed and 4x 3 bed. The 

proposed development will be on a site which is currently utilized as retail space.   

1.2. During the preparation of the TS, the following investigations have been carried out :  

i. an examination of the existing site and the local highway network,   

ii. an examination of the road safety records for the existing highway network,   

iii. an examination of the proposed development plans,   

iv. an assessment of the traffic generation of the proposed development and 

the traffic impact on the existing highway network, and  

v. consideration of the accessibility of the proposed extension by sustainable 

transport, as required by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF – 

Ref. 1) – walking, cycling and public transport.    

1.3. The following sections describe these investigations.
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2. Site Location and Previous Use 

2.1. The proposed development site is located on Sadler Street in Middleton, approximately 

300 meters north of Middleton centre and 10 kilometers north of Manchester city centre 

as shown in Figure 1.   

2.2. Sadler Street is a quiet two way no through road with a 20 mph speed limit and takes 

its access from Durnford Street. 

2.3. The site has frontage onto Eastway and Sadler Street and is currently used as a retail 

premises with storage space. 

2.4. The site is situated within Manchester’s designated Clean Air Zone and has a GMAL 

rating of 7, indicating a high level of accessibility. 

 

3. Existing Highway Network 

3.1. In the vicinity of the site, Sadler Street is a two way no through road with a carriageway 

width of 6.6 meters, footways on both sides of the road and a good system of street 

lighting, as shown in Photograph 1.  The road is built to modern standards using modern 

materials. 

 
Photograph 1 - footpaths and street lighting on Sadler Street 
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3.2. Immediately to the south east of the site, Sadler Street terminates and there is a 

turning head measuring 8m x 5.7m. 

3.3. Visibility at the junction with Durnford Street is in excess of 25 meters in both 

directions for drivers emerging from the minor arm of this junction. 

 
3.4. An examination of the road safety records that are held on CrashMap shows 0 injury 

accidents on Sadler Street or its junction with Durnford Street in the most recent 

complete 5 year period 2016-2020 inclusive (Appendix 1). 

 
3.5. The road safety data shows that the highway network in the vicinity of the site does 

not have any road safety problems. 

 
3.6. There is no parking associated with the site and current arrangements are for on-

street parking.  This totals 40.3 meters (8 spaces) with a further 13.6 meters (2 

spaces) of accessible parking.  Parking is currently restricted to 30 minutes with no 

return for 1 hour between the hours of 0730 and 1830 Mon – Sat. 

 
3.7. The site has pedestrian access to Eastway and Long Street.  
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4. Proposed Development 

4.1. The proposed development is shown on the Proposed Site Floor Plan in Appendix 2.  

The proposed layout shows 3 number offices totaling 88.18 sq. m office space and 15 

number proposed apartments comprising 7x 1 bed, 4x 2 bed and 4x 3 bed. 

4.2. No off road parking will be provided in conjunction with the development, below the 

maximum level outlined in the Rochdale Borough Council (RBC) Parking Standards 

(2016) of 24 residential spaces and 2 office spaces.   

4.3. The client is willing to put a travel plan in place to limit the demand for on street parking. 

4.4. An internal secure cycle storage room will be provided totaling 11.99 sq. m. 

4.5. Servicing and refuse collection will take place from the road side. 

4.6. Drop off and pick up arrangements will be from the roadside of Sadler Street. 
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5. Traffic Impact of the Proposed Development 

5.1. In order to predict the traffic generation for the proposed development, the Trip Rate 

Information Computer System (TRICS – Ref. 2), has been examined. 

5.2. In order to satisfy the requirement to examine the effect of the current site on the 

highway network, the current site was examined under 2 categories – employment: 

office and residential: private flats.  Sites in England, excluding Greater London, have 

been chosen from the database.  The resulting TRICS output is included in Appendix 

3 and summarised below in Table 1. 

Time Period Traffic Generation 
Rate (Arrivals) 

Traffic Generation 
Rate (Departures) 

Total Traffic Generation Rate 

 Office Residential Office Residential Office Residential 

Weekday A.M. 
Peak (0800 – 
0900 hrs) 
All Vehicles 

0.763 0.086 0.096 0.231 0.859 0.317 

Weekday P.M. 
Peak (1700 – 
1800 hrs) 
All Vehicles 

0.069 0.204 0.65 0.086 0.719 0.29 

Weekday 
(0700 – 1900 
hrs.) 
All Vehicles 

2.669 1.348 2.657 1.412 5.326 2.76 

 
Table 1 – Traffic Generation Rates for Proposed Land Use (per flat residential, per 100 sq m 

office space) 
 

 

 

 

Time Period Vehicles In Vehicles Out Total 

 Office Residential Office Residential  

Weekday A.M. Peak 
(0800 – 0900 hrs) 
All Vehicles 

 
1 

 
1 

 
0 

 
3 

 
5 

Weekday P.M. Peak 
(1700 – 1800 hrs) 
All Vehicles 

 
0 

 
3 

 
1 

 
1 

 
5 
 

Weekday (0700 – 1900 
hrs.) 
All Vehicles 

 
2 

 
20 

 
2 

 
21 

 
45 

 

Table 2 – Traffic Generation for Proposed Land Use (15 flats + 88.18 sq m office space) 
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5.3. It can be seen from Table 2 that the proposed development is estimated to create 5 

vehicle movements during each of the weekday peak hours and 45 vehicle movements 

during a typical weekday (7 a.m. – 7 p.m. The former Department for Transport 

‘Guidance on Transport Assessment’ (Ref. 3), quotes a threshold of 30 two-way trips 

in the peak hours below which a detailed traffic assessment of the highway network 

should not be required.  

5.4. The predicted traffic generation during the weekday peak hours is, clearly, below this 

30 trips figure and, therefore, no detailed traffic analysis of the existing highway network 

should be required. Therefore, the traffic generation during the weekday peak hours 

will have a low impact on the existing highway network which does not have any traffic 

capacity problems. The proposed development is unlikely to have a significant traffic 

impact on the existing highway network. 
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6. Accessibility of the Proposed Development by Sustainable 
Transport (Walking, Cycling & Public Transport) 

 
6.1. The proposed development will be located within a convenient walking, and cycling, 

distance of a range of services, shops and employment opportunities including Tesco 

Extra, Natwest Bank, Barclays Bank, Durnfold Medical Centre and a variety of local 

shops on Long Street and Market Place.   

6.2. A regular bus service, the no. 17 is available less than 200 meters from the site on Long 

Street.  This service runs between Rochdale and Manchester at 10 minute intervals 

Mon-Fri, 12-15 minute intervals on Saturdays and 15 minute intervals on Sundays.  

Additionally, Middleton Bus Station is less than 600 meters walk providing services to 

Manchester Piccadilly, Oldham, Ashton-Under-Lyne and Bury. 

6.3. The closest train station is Mills Hill, 1.9 km from the site.  This is sited on the Northern 

Line and provides services to Manchester Victoria, Rochdale, Blackburn, Kirby, 

Clitheroe and Leeds. 

6.4. The 15 minute and 30 minute walking, cycling and public transport isochrones from the 

site are shown in Appendix 4. These show that the site is in sustainable travel distance 

from Middleton Centre and Manchester City Centre.  It is, therefore, considered that 

the site is in a sustainable transport location. 

6.5. The site has is well appointed for cycling and dedicated on street cycle lanes are 

available within 200 meters of the site on Long Street.  Additionally, the site is 2.4 

kilometers from the Rochdale Canal National Cycle Network Link Route, which joins 

the National Cycle Route 66.
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7. Conclusions and Recommendations 

 
7.1. This Transport Statement (TS), has been prepared to accompany the planning 

application for the redevelopment of 18 Sadler St, Middleton, Manchester M24 5UG to 

comprise 3 number offices and 15 number apartments.  

7.2. The report shows that the proposed development will have a low traffic impact on the 

existing highway network and will not have a material impact on the operation, or safety, 

of the local highway network. The TS shows that the existing highway network that 

serves the site does not have any significant road safety problems. 

7.3. The proposed development is located in a highly accessible location, close to the 

existing bus routes on Long Street, less than 600 meters from Middleton Bus Station 

and less than 2 kilometers from Mills Hill Train Station.  The proposed development will 

also be within a walking and cycling distance of local facilities and residencies. 

Therefore, the proposed development will be sustainable in transport terms. 

7.4. Overall, the proposed development is unlikely to have a significant or adverse traffic 

impact on the local highway network and will be in a sustainable transport location. 
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Appendix 2 – Proposed Site Layout Drawing 
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Appendix 4 – 15 and 30 Minute Sustainable Transport 
Isochrones 

Walking 
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Cycling 
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Public Transport 
 
 

 


