Heritage Statement
Application Number: 23/01058/FUL
Address: Calderbrook Alpacas, Todmorden Road, Littleborough, OL15 9LY
Description: Erection of stable building following demolition of the existing stable building and outbuildings and excavation of land.
Background
The application location is an agricultural field to the east of the Rochdale canal and to the North of Chelburn Bridge which crosses the Canal behind The Summit Public house on Todmorden Road.
The Rochdale Canal and associated structures are considered to be non-designated heritage assets, due to their architectural and historic interest. They provide important evidence of the historic development of Rochdale and Littleborough in the 18th and 19th centuries and their importance as part of the industrial revolution.
Calderbrook Alpacas provide alpaca walks, meet and greets and valuable animal therapy services both on and off site. Although the current facilities are adequate these alterations will significantly improve the facilities provided and ensure the welfare of the animals is maintained at its current high standard.
The current stables which will be demolished and replaced as part of the proposals are discreet in the landscape and screened from the canal towpath by a number of mature trees which will be retained as part of the works. The structures have a mixture of external finishes including timber boarding and canvas sheeting.
The proposed stables although larger in floor area are of a similar height so will not create any greater impact on the heritage landscape than the existing structures. The structure will be similarly screened by the current tree line. The new stables will have a unified timber finish to the external walls which will quickly weather and blend into the agricultural landscape
An amount of re-grading of the existing land in front of the stables will be undertaken as part of the redevelopment to ensure that the route to and from the stables is safe and accessible for both animals and visitors to the facility. 
Conclusion
Given the scale of the redevelopment, its location in the landscape and the small amount of regrading to be undertaken it is considered that the works will cause no harm to the non-designated heritage assets of the Rochdale canal and its environs.
The proposed section through the site demonstrates that there will be no detrimental additional loading on the canal structures and therefore no harm to the non designated heritage asset.
It could be argued that improved facilities at Calderbrook Alpacas will encourage increased visitor numbers who as part of their visit may choose to explore the industrial heritage landscape of the Rochdale Canal, Chelburn reservoir and the surrounding area. Effectively enhancing the area rather than being detrimental.

