Please quote 27637-7151-PL1 in all correspondence.

Please note that advance approval is required before a site visit – even if the visit is only to the outside of 
the branch. Due to heightened awareness of criminality around bank branches staff will spot and report 
incidence of suspicious activity to the local constabulary. 
To avoid any undue interaction with the police please call us on 01142490944 to arrange a visit. Three 
working days’ notice is required to ensure the visit can be arranged with all internal parties. 
If you have any queries about a visit to a site, please email richard@axis-architecture.com or call 
07912731638.
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Site Address: 
HSBC UK Bank plc,
2 Yorkshire Street, 
Rochdale, 
Lancashire, 
OL16 1EE

1.0	INTRODUCTION
0. The proposals can readily be broken-down into the following components which form the content of this application: 

1. Replacement of roof covering to high level roof to front of building. 

2.0	PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
2.01	Bank. 1895, architect unknown. Ashlar sandstone, pink granite, slate roofs. Neo-classical style.

2.02	PLAN: curved plan of two and three storeys and basement. Banking hall on the ground floor of the central section with glass roof light to rear, offices, and a caretaker's flat in the east range.

2.03	EXTERIOR: the bank is in a prominent corner location at the junction of Yorkshire Street and The Butts. The curved front elevation has a three-storey central section of three bays and is flanked by two-storey ranges, of three bays on the left-hand side and four bays on the right-hand side. The façade is designed in a classical style and built of ashlar sandstone with a rock-faced pink granite plinth. There are moulded frieze bands between the ground and first floors and also the first and second floors of the higher central section, eaves entablatures with moulded dentil cornices, and a balustraded parapet to the central section. The ground floor has banded rustication across the entire façade with pilasters separating the bays of the side ranges. The central entrance bay projects slightly and has an over-sized round-headed doorway with over-sized, stepped voussoirs which break into the frieze band. It has a modern, aluminium and glazed door and blocked-in overlight. The keystone has a relief-carved shield. The ground-floor windows are round-headed with rusticated voussoirs, and timber mullion and transom frames with glazed semi-circular overlights. The first bay of the left-hand range has a round-headed archway to a passageway leading to a private side entrance with banded rustication to the reveals and soffit and a decorative iron railing gate with a circular flower motif to the arch head. The window in the second bay has a shallow, square-headed basement light in the plinth beneath. The rest of the plinth to the left-hand range is largely obscured by a modern access ramp rising adjacent to the wall to the top step of the central flight of steps to the entrance doorway. The third bay of the central section and the first and second bays of the right-hand range also have shallow, square-headed basement lights in the plinth. The plinth of the right-hand range deepens towards the outer corner. There is a doorway beneath the ground-floor window in the fourth bay with plain timber double doors. Giant engaged Tuscan columns rise through the first and second floors of the central section to support an entablature topped by a balustraded parapet. All the first-floor windows are square-headed with panelled architraves and canopies with enriched console brackets. The windows have timber mullion and transom frames. The three second-floor windows in the central section are round-headed with panelled architraves, enriched console brackets with lion heads, rusticated voussoirs and cyma reversa keystones.

2.04	INTERIOR: the ground floor has been partially opened up to enable modern banking practices, but the original wall divisions are discernable at ceiling level where deep, moulded and dentilled cornices remain. Towards the rear of the banking hall is an elongated octagonal roof light with decorative, geometric tracery set with Art Nouveau leaded and stained glass. The first and second floors retain moulded cornices to the rooms and there is a three-bay arcade on the first floor. A number of moulded and panelled door architraves and panelled doors remain throughout. The staircase at the east end of the building and the staircase to the cellar both have wooden, moulded, ramped handrails and plain, iron railing balustrades. There are two cast-iron fireplaces on the second floor.

2.05	EXCLUSIONS The modern banking equipment, modern suspended ceilings, lighting, and partitions are not of special architectural interest and are excluded from the listing.

3.0	SIGNIFICANCE OF HERITAGE ASSET
3.01	The architectural & historical interest of this building is significant, due to its architectural merit. The site is a significant asset to the surrounding area as it holds a prominent presence upon Yorkshire St in close proximity to the River Roch, in the centre of the town. The building is sited within a conservation area, further emphasising its architectural merit. 

4.0	CONTRIBUTION OF ITS SETTING TO THAT SIGNIFICANCE 
4.01	The architectural character and appearance is typical of banks of this and earlier periods, signifying solidity and respectability relating to the building’s use. Its location is of great significance to the building’s heritage, located within a busy commercial area and within the conservation area.  

5.0	DESIGN CONCEPT 
5.01	As part of the banks commitment to preserving the integrity of the fabric of it’s property portfolio, e roof covering repairs have been identified at the HSBC Rochdale branch that necessitate the partial replacement of the roof covering to prevent water ingress and additional internal water damage. 


6.0	IMPACT OF THE PROPOSALS ON THE SIGNIFICANCE 
6.01	The works are aimed to prevent any further deterioration of the existing fabric of the building; replacement of non-original roof covering for a like for like yet more modern and robust roof covering to prevent further water ingress. We believe the proposed works will respect the buildings original feature and will not have a negative impact on the building or surround area. Internally, no original features will be altered as a result of the proposal. 

7.0	SOURCE
7.01	https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1416154?section=official-list-entry 
