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Coal Mining Assessment / Report – Residential development consisting of 9no' 4-bedroom dwellings with 
associated parking and landscaping: Land At , Schofield St, Heywood, Rochdale, OL10 1DH. 
 

 

 

Heywood, located within the Lancashire Coalfield, has a rich history of coal mining dating back to the 16th century. The 

area around Schofield Street has been associated with various mining activities over the years. 

 

 

Historical Context: 

• Early Mining Activities: In 1580, John Blackwall was granted rights to mine coal in the Cheesden Valley, 

north of Heywood. By the 17th century, small communities known as "folds" operated their own mines, 

extracting coal from seams near the surface. 
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• Local Collieries: Heywood's growth was supported by numerous collieries, including:

o Hopwood Colliery (Nancy Pit): Located near the current De La Salle College.

o Ashworth Colliery: Encompassing pits like Ridd Pit, Wheel, Flash Lane, Crawstone Rake, Tramping 

Cat, and Engine Pit.

o Birtle Colliery: Including sites such as Bassey Mine, Birtle Dene, Halfpenny Hole, Carr Pit, Cob

House Lane, Lumb, Openshaw, Smethurst Hall, Thorneyhurst, Red Bank, and Castle Hill Quarry.

o Captain Fold: Situated around Woodlands Road and Barley Hall Street.

o Bowling Green: Located near Hardfield/Church Street.

o Wolstenholme: Covering areas like Wolstenholme Fold, Four Lane Ends, and Baitings.

o Knowl Hill Area: Featuring Lower Knowl Pit, East Knowl, Lower End Knowl, Knowl Hill, Bungs Pits,

Red Lumb, Cheesden, Cheesden Bridge, Hind Clough, Greenbooth Pit, Meadow Head, and Bamford

Closes.

o Hooley Clough, Lomax Wood, Barlows Coal Pits (Pilsworth), and Wind Hill Pit (Ashworth
Road): Other notable mining sites in the vicinity.

Specific to Schofield Street: 
While there isn't explicit documentation of a colliery directly on Schofield Street, the proximity to known mining sites 

suggests potential historical mining activities in the area. For instance, the Captain Fold colliery was situated around 

Woodlands Road and Barley Hall Street, which are in the vicinity of Schofield Street. 
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