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High Nets Ecological Monitoring Strategy
Ecological mitigation is proposed in relation to monitoring and in the unlikely event that it is found birds/bats have flown into the netting additional measures have been identified. The suggested mitigation is to weave  lengths of light and colouful nylon rope or 'orchard tape'  through the netting in horizontal bands. The colour will make the netting more visible to birds reducing the risk of collisions without harming the integrity of the netting itself. The rope and ring arrangements generally used on power lines would be too heavy and present a stability problem to the  lightly or un-tensioned netting in this instance. The use of light 'orchard tape' or coloured nylon rope is an innovative method often used in Australia to conserve native birds in similar scenarios.
It is suggested that monitoring be carried out on a daily basis. A member of staff should walk the length of the netting each morning before opening time to check for any bird casualties at the base of the netting or caught in the netting. In the event of any casualties being found advice should be sought immediately from the nominated ecologist. Spot checks made by an ecologist including early morning and evening surveys to observe bird movements from a suitable vantage point should be carried out at least once per month for six months. If no issues are identified during this period the checks could be then be discontinued. If issues have been identified other solutions should be considered in consultation with GMEU.
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