



12 January 2023


Energy and Climate Statement


Proposed Apartments at Townhead, Yorkshire Street, Rochdale


1.0	 Introduction

	 This statement sets out the design considerations for a proposal to seek planning 

permission and listed building consent for the change of use of the former Council offices 
at Townhead to form 14 residential apartments.


	 This statement has been undertaken to consider sustainability measures for the proposed 
development.


	 The property is listed grade II. This will impact on some of the measures proposed.


	 Site Plan


 

14 January 2016 
Address 
Address Address 
Address 

Dear Lorem, 

Re: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor 
in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia non ob ea soluad 
incom dereud facilis est er expedit distinct. Nam liber te conscient to factor tum poen 
legum odioque civiuda et tam. Neque pecun modut est neque nonor et imper ned libidig 
met, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed ut labore et dolore magna aliquam is nostrud 
exercitation ullam mmodo consequet. Duis aute in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur.  
At vver eos et accusam dignissum qui blandit est praesent. Trenz pruca beynocguon 
doas nog apoply su trenz ucu hugh rasoluguon monugor or trenz ucugwo jag scannar.  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Wa hava laasad trenzsa gwo producgs su IdfoBraid, yop 
quiel geg ba solaly rasponsubla rof trenzur sala ent dusgrubuguon. Offoctivo immoriatoly, 
hawrgaxeeis phat eit sakem eit vory gast te Plok peish ba useing phen roxas. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Eslo idaffacgad gef trenz beynocguon quiel ba trenz Spraadshaag ent trenz 
dreek wirc procassidt program. Cak pwico vux bolug incluros all uf cak sirucor hawrgasi 
itoms alung gith cakiw nog pwicos. 
Plloaso mako nuto uf cakso dodtos anr koop a cupy uf cak vux noaw yerw phuno. Whag 
schengos, uf efed, quiel ba mada su otrenzr swipontgwook proudgs hus yag su ba 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard A Storah
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Energy and Climate Statement: Proposed Apartments at Townhead, Yorkshire Street, Rochdale


2.0	 Fabric Considerations

	 According to Historic England’s ‘Heritage Counts’ research, the carbon emissions of 

historic buildings can be reduced through retrofit and their re-use can avoid carbon 
emissions resulting from their demolition and replacement. Additionally, the longer a 
buildings lifespan the less embodied carbon is expended. Furthermore, the reuse and 
repurposing of historic buildings can reduce other negative environmental impacts such 
as waste production and resource depletion (Source: Heritage Counts 2019 - There's No 
Place Like Old Homes: Re-Use and Recycle to Reduce Carbon).


The proposals involve the re-use and retrofit of the existing building to form 14 residential 
apartments. This increases the existing buildings lifespan and reduces its embodied 
carbon expenditure. The listing of the existing building limits the retrofit interventions 
available within the proposals. However, where possible measures to retrofit and improve 
the energy efficiency of the existing building have been employed. The existing insulation 
is to be upgraded within the roof and the existing windows are to be upgraded to include 
double glazing and be draught stripped. This will reduce the overall heat loss of the 
building, improving its thermal and sound insulation and reduce its CO2 emissions.


It is proposed to reinstate the existing rainwater systems renewing unsuitable materials 
with cast iron, to be sympathetic to the buildings character, allow high capacity and long 
term durability. The existing roof area is maintained within the proposal. As a result of the 
proposals the rainwater systems will be upgraded and maintained to suit the existing roof 
areas and a rainfall intensity of 0.018 litres per second per square metre. Careful and co-
ordinated rainwater management from the roof will ensure the external fabric below is 
kept dry, improving the existing buildings thermal energy efficiency.


	 

3.0	 Building Services


The existing building had an industrial gas fired boiler and large bore radiator system.  
Much of this has been stolen whilst the property has been unoccupied.  It is proposed to 
heat the new dwellings with electric boilers supplying individual small bore radiator 
systems. This offers opportunities to obtain the energy from renewable suppliers. It also 
provides the option to change the boilers to Air Source Heat pumps in the future.  This is 
not considered appropriate at present due to the impact (size and appearance) of the 
external condenser units.  As the technology allows external condenser units to become 
smaller and less harmful to the appearance and significance of the listed building, a 
change to utilise Air Source Heat pumps would allow further sustainable energy use in the 
future. 

Energy efficient lighting will be installed to the common areas of the building.  LED lighting 
with PIR and daylight sensors to common areas of the building will improve the buildings 
energy efficiency.


Storah Architecture Ltd	 p.  of 	 	 12 January 2023
2 4
Job No. 22-039



Energy and Climate Statement: Proposed Apartments at Townhead, Yorkshire Street, Rochdale


4.0	 Site Location

	 The site is located within the town centre of Rochdale and is accessed directly from 

Yorkshire Street via the gated entrance. The site is in a sustainable location being in close 
proximity to all amenities and within walking distance of good public transport networks 
due to its town centre location.


The town centre location of the site reduces the need to rely on private vehicle use and 
encourages public transport use. There is limited car parking provision proposed to the 
South West side of the building. However, private vehicle use and the corresponding 
carbon emissions are unlikely to significantly increase as a result of the proposals.


The existing building’s basement, which is accessed from the ground floor common area, 
offers the provision of an adequately sized, waterproof and secure cycle store for the 
proposed residents. The provision of adequate cycle storage and the site’s town centre 
location aim to encourage the users of the building to cycle instead of rely on private 
vehicle transport.


The site is located within Flood Zone 1, as defined by the Environment Agency on their 
‘Flood Map for Planning’. This means there is low risk of flooding from river or sea 
sources. The site also has ‘Very low risk’ of surface water flooding as indicated by 
GOV.uk's ‘Extent of flooding from surface water’ map. The proposals involve the 
upgrading and maintenance of the existing buildings rainwater systems. Therefore, the 
rainwater and surface water management of the existing building and site are benefited as 
a result of the proposals.




The site is outside the areas of flood risk from watercourses as indicated on the 
Environment Agency’s ‘Flood Map for Planning’
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Energy and Climate Statement: Proposed Apartments at Townhead, Yorkshire Street, Rochdale




The site is outside the areas of surface water flood risk as indicated on the GOV.uk  
‘Extent of flooding from surface water’ map


6.0 Conclusion 
	 The existing site is in a sustainable location, due to its town centre location which offers 

close proximity to all amenities and good public transport networks. The proposals are for 
the reuse and retrofit of an existing building, increasing the buildings lifespan, reducing its 
embodied carbon expenditure and securing its future.


Despite the limits on fabric improvements due to the buildings listing, the proposals seek 
to improve the energy efficiency of the existing building where possible.


In conclusion, the impact of the proposals on the climate are taken into consideration and 
it is considered the proposed works improve the energy efficiency of the existing building.


	 Prepared by


Laura Aspinall 
BA (Hons) Architecture, MArch 


On behalf of Storah Architecture Ltd. 
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