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Summary 
This report consists of a coal mining risk assessment produced in support of planning 

application for a proposed mixed retail and residential development on land at 625 Edenfield 

Road, Rochdale, OL11 5XE. 

Following a review of available historic mapping, geological data and purchased Coal Mining 

Data a risk assessment of the potential risk of mining activity on the proposed development 

has been undertaken. 

It has been concluded that the historic shallow mining underneath the site poses a potential 

risk to the stability of the development and as such further investigation is required in order 

to confirm the presence of shallow >30m coal mining on site.   
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Introduction 
Martin Environmental Solutions has been commissioned, to carry out a coal mining risk 

assessment report in relation to a proposed mixed use retail and residential development on 

land at 615 Edenfield Road, Rochdale, OL11 5XE. 

Aims and Objectives of the report 
The aims and objectives of this report are as follows: 

• Present a desk-based review of all available information on the coal mining issues 

which are relevant to the application site; 

• Use that information to identify and assess the risks to the proposed development from 

coal mining legacy, including the cumulative impact of issues;  

• Set out appropriate mitigation measures to address the coal mining legacy issues 

affecting the site, including any necessary remedial works and/or demonstrate how 

coal mining issues have influenced the proposed development, and:  

• Demonstrate to the Local Planning Authority that the application site is, or can be 

made, safe and stable to meet the requirements of national planning policy with regard 

to development on unstable land. 

Scope of works 
This report has been written with regard to ‘The Coal Authority, Risk based approach to 

development management, Guide for Developers, 2017’  

The Site: 
Site Address: 615 Edenfield Road, Rochdale, OL11 5XE.  

Grid Reference: 386314; 414446 

An aerial photograph of the site is included in Figure 1.  

Current Site use:  

The site currently consists of a single-storey brick building used as a taxi office which lies to 

the west for the site. The east slopes up from the roadside and is covered in asphalt..  
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Research 

Sources of Information 
The assessment has been based upon the following sources of information;  

• A Coal Mining Report, attached in Appendix A. 

• Published geological maps of the area from British Geological Survey (BGS),  

• Historic Ordnance Survey Plans;  

• The Coal Authority interactive maps  

Identification and assessment of site-specific coal Mining  

Historic Mapping: 

A review of the historic ordnance survey maps has been undertaken from 1848 through to present 

day maps, the findings are summarised below: 

Year Findings  

1849 Edenfield Road is present to the north of the site and the site has a small 
building to the northwest corner. A smithy is shown to the east of the site. 
A sandstone quarry is located to the rear, south of the site with mills in the 
area. Shawfield Colliery is identified ~450m to the northeast, with two 
shafts present.  
 

1890 Two old shafts are shown on the map. 
Clap Gate Colliery is labelled to the southwest of the site. 
The site is clear of buildings 
 

1909-10 Little change some residential development the quarries are no longer 
operational and one of the shafts to the north is labelled as an air shaft.  
 

1928-30 A small building is shown on site, Clap gate colliery no longer shown.  
 

1956-90 Further residential development in the area, no significant changes. The 
building on site has been extended towards the rear.  
 

1990-2000 More residential development in the area, the building has been expanded 
across the northeast corner of the site. 
 

2000-20 Mapping suggests the presence of a building to the east of the site but 
aerial photography from 2000 disputes this.  
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Coal Mining Report 
The Coal Authority has identified past underground mining activities, last mined in 1892 

running beneath the property. This related to the Sand Rock seam of coal at 80cm thickness 

at a depth of 29m dipping at 6.3 degrees. The coal authorities interactive mapping confirms 

the presence of shallow coal and coal mining, with an Adit located 45m to the west of the site. 

An Adit being a horizontal access point to a mine working. Although there is no evidence of 

this on historical mapping.  

A coal out crop know as “Six Inch” is also located 20m north of the site. 

Abandoned mine plan catalogues are present intersecting with the site.  

The British Geological Society does not identify any borehole records for the immediate area.  

There are no opencast mines, tips, faults or break lines recorded. 

 

There are no reports of site investigations or remediation within 50m of the site and no records 

of any mining subsidence or claims have been received. No mine gas issues have been 

recorded within 500m of the site, or mine water treatment. 

There are no future underground mining activity in the vicinity, no licences recorded within the 

search area of 200m surrounding the property and no risk of subsidence has been identified. 

The coal board has not identified any potential risks to the site. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coal Mining Issue Site Affected 
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Underground coal mining (recorded at 
shallow depths)  

Yes Further investigation 

Underground coal mining (probable at 
shallow depths) 

Yes No evidence on 
historical mapping.  
 

Mine entries (shafts and adits) Yes Adit 45m to southwest 
heading away from site 

Coal mining geology (fissures) No N/A 

Record of past mine gas emissions or 
potential 

No N/A 

Recorded coal mining surface hazard No N/A 

Surface mining (opencast workings) No N/A 

 

Risk Assessment 
Coal mining risks have been identified from the purchased information, historical mapping and 

research undertaken. Historic shallow mining activity has been identified below the site and 

this is potentially within 30m depth bgl and as such poses a risk of collapse. Further 

investigation to confirm the presence of shallow workings is required.   

The mine entrée and surface outcrops are outside the typical buffer zone of influence and are 

unlikely to affect the property.  

 

Conclusion 
On the basis of the work undertaken and the gathered information on the mining activity in the 

area, age of the property and surrounding properties, there is a potential for shallow coal 

workings to be present below the property and as such it is recommended that further intrusive 

works are undertaken to confirm the presence of a worked seam. A borehole should be sunk 

on site to 30m to confirm the presence of the worked seam. If found this needs to be taken 

into account when designing the structure of the property to prevent any future movement of 

the property.    
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Figure 1 – Aerial Photograph 
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Appendix A – Coal Mining Report 
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Appendix B – Potential shallow mining affected area 
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