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1.0 INTRODUCTION.

1.1          Professional Details.

               My name is Mervyn Clive Simpson I have a BSc (Hons) in 

               Arboriculture from UCLAN/Myerscough.

               I am retired Chartered Arboriculturist with the Institute of

               Chartered Foresters.

               Retired Professional Member of the Arboricultural Association.
               Retired Approved Contractor of the Arboricultural Association.

               I trade as provincialtrees.com, a name used since 1984 and held by
               the Private limited company: Ezy-rent Ltd.

1.2 Instructions and Documentation.
I am instructed to act on behalf of Mr.& Mrs. Southwell.

I have compiled this tree report to BS 5837 standards identifying an individual Ash tree with a stem diameter 82mm measured at 1.5m growing in the rear garden of 3, Bank Croft, Heywood. OL10 2NG
To carry out a site visit and summarise arboricultural merit, further to express my opinion with respect to matters within my expert field.

To this date I am not employed or engaged to ensure any recommendations are implemented. 

I have been supplied with the following:

1. The address.
               2.  Details (map)
2.0            THE TREE. Identification & description methodology.
2.1           Glossary of terms and abbreviations.

1. Identity: No. Plot number. Latin and common name. 

2. Crown Spread measurements: the widest measurement across from under the peripheral edges of the canopy. Measurements by Leica Disto Lite in metres.

3. The trunk diameter: DBH. calculated at height of approx’ 1500mm. (measurements in millimetres) 
4. Height: (measurements by Haglof clinometer) to nearest metre.

5. Age: estimation. < denotes less than.
6. Form: 1=Single trunk. 2=Twin trunk.  3=Multi-trunk. 

      4= Weak formation. (Sharp angled crotches, water pockets,

       buttressing, included bark or detrimental development).

7. Position: In regards to surrounding topography, ie: 1= Good in relation to having potential to develop. 2= Fair possibilities of not too many problems. 3= Poor or restricted development potential because of limited root or crown areas. 

8. Health Features: Natural injuries, development, or in regards to previous maintenance/injuries, 1= Die-back of 10% crown (or more). 2 =. Cavities or sites for fungal penetration. 3 = Stress cracks, exposed cambium, defined contraction or compression tension within the tree. 4 = Fungal infection or disease.

9. Potential: 1= Safe. 2 = Maintenance required. 

3 = Potentially Hazardous. 4 =Unsafe.

10.  Merit evaluation: (total score value of Form, Position, Health and Potential). 9+ Poor. 6/8 Average. 4/5 Good. 3 Very Good. 
2.2           The structure of calculations used for producing a merit evaluation

                 for this report are designed and devised by M.C. Simpson MICFor.            
· higher figure denotes a lower quality tree (red)

· low figure denotes a better-quality tree (black)

3.0         TREE.  ID. 1.
3.1         Tree situated rear garden of 3 Bank Croft, Heywood.
1. Identity: No 1. Ash.  Fraxinus excelsior. 

2. Crown Spread measurement: 19m. measured at the broadest section from under the peripheral edges of the canopy. Measurement in metres.
3.The trunk diameter: 82mm calculated at height of approx.

    1500mm. (measurement in millimetres)
4. Height: 18m. (measurements by Haglof clinometer) to nearest metre.
5. Age: estimation. < 120yrs
6. Form: Single-trunk with main twin fork formation at approx’ 7m. Sharp angled crotch and formation of reaction wood buttressing to strengthen main fork. 2.
7. Position: 5M from property on a raised embankment. 2.
8. Health Features: Some crown die-back, associated with previous maintenance/injuries and possible Hymenoscyphus fraxineus disease Stress cracks. Armillaria mellea (Honey fungus) & Pholiota squarrosa Fungal fruiting bodies evident at base 4. Photo 1.
9. Potential: Anchor root failure. 4.
10.  Merit evaluation: 12 (total score value of Form, Position, Health and Potential). 9+ Poor. 6/8 Average. 4/5 Good. 3 V.Good  
3.2           The structure of calculations used for producing a merit evaluation
                 for this report are designed and devised by M.C. Simpson MICFor.            
a. higher figure denotes a lower quality tree (red)
b. low figure denotes a better quality tree (black)
4.0          DISCUSSION.
4.1          The intention of this report is to provide an understanding to any
                person that may read it, of the health concerning the large Ash tree
                standing close to the property of 3, Bank Croft, Heywood.
4.2          It must be stated that trees are dynamic and forever changing, 
                deciphered conclusions reached on one day can be invalid or
                irrelevant within a short time period.
                Contributions of weather, erosion, changing topography, pests
                and disease, ill health and age, all affect living organisms,
                including trees, sustainability is natural regeneration.
                As such any information contained within this report has a limited

                value of three years.

4.3           The advantages of having trees are great and many, although it is

                 not the remit of this report to explore these any further. 

5.0          SUMMARY.

5.1      The survey reveals the tree is a mature common

            species with concerning serious health issues.
5.2       It also grows betwixt two other adjacent mature Ash trees, whilst 

      overcrowding the neighbouring Beech tree.
6.0           CONCLUSIONS.
6.1           The adjacent dominant Ash trees are also considered to be mature 

                 and could possibly be attacked by similar health issues.
6.2           The tree should be removed as soon as possible.
6.3          The arboricultural Impact of removing this tree would in my opinion
                have only a temporary detrimental effect to the environment until the

                adjacent neighbouring Beech tree develops fully from its previous

                supressed regime under the canopy of the Ash.
6.4           Owners owe a legal obligation to demonstrate reasonable care

                Including maintenance of nuisance trees that may affect neighbours

                or any persons upon their land. 

                All trees within influencing distance of property should be
                monitored and reassessed systematically every three years.
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