Biodiversity Net Gain – Exemption Statement
Middleton Old Cemetery Retaining Wall
This project is considered exempt from the requirement to deliver Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) under the Environment Act 2021 and associated regulations for the following reasons:
The proposed works consist solely of  the removal of the external face of a retaining wall  with the inspection of the inner skin to ensure stability is retained prior to the reinstatement of the outer brick skin  of the wall .In addition to this there will be a coping stones set to the top of the wall which is deemed  a minor operational development, or work entirely within the established development footprint. No new development is proposed outside the existing operational site boundary, and no land with existing measurable biodiversity value will be affected.
The scheme does not result in the loss, removal, or degradation of any habitat of biodiversity value. It results in no change to the baseline habitat type, condition, or extent. It does not encroach into areas of the cemetery land priority habitats, or ecologically sensitive features. It does not create new built footprint outside areas already assessed as having negligible or zero measurable biodiversity units.
Under Schedule 14 of the Environment Act and associated secondary legislation, the following exemptions apply to this scheme:
1. Development impacting habitats of negligible or zero biodiversity value (e.g., existing built structures, hard standing).
2. Maintenance, repair, or replacement works that do not increase the development footprint.
3. Development entirely within the existing curtilage that does not result in the loss or conversion of any habitat with measurable biodiversity units.
A review of current site conditions confirms that all affected areas comprise existing artificial surfaces or hard standing, fully qualifying as habitat types exempt from the BNG metric. As such, the biodiversity baseline remains unchanged, and the project does not give rise to any measurable biodiversity impacts that would trigger a BNG requirement.
Therefore, the project qualifies for a formal exemption from the mandatory 10% Biodiversity Net Gain requirement, and no Biodiversity Gain Plan is required for submission.

