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Drainage Consultation on Application – 25/00509/FUL – 
116-118 Drake Street 
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 20th November 2025
Location & Proposed Development
116-118 Drake Street Rochdale OL16 1QA
Change of use of ground floor to 2no' residential flats with a part single/two storey rear extension including loft conversion, alterations to fenestration and expose existing cobbles to side access - part retrospective.
Documents Reviewed
· Location Plan
· Planning Statement
· Existing and Proposed Block Plans
· Existing Elevations
· Existing Ground Floor Plans
· Proposed Floor Plans
· Heritage Statement
· Flood Maps for Planning
· UU Safedig Records
Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The total site area measures approximately 450 square metres, with the proposed new building occupying a footprint of around 170 square metres. The site is not located in proximity to any watercourses and lies entirely within Flood Zone 1, indicating a low probability of flooding. No part of the site has been identified as being at risk from surface water flooding, and it does not fall within either of the designated Critical Drainage Areas within Rochdale (Heywood or Littleborough). In view of these factors, the application does not require support from a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA).

2. No drainage information has been provided. The development is for internal alteration of an existing building. There does not appear to be any external works or landscaping proposed. 

3. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

4. The applicant’s design feasibility should be based on a 1-in-100-year storm event with a 45% allowance for climate change, which is appropriate for peak rainfall. This climate allowance is appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment area for ‘More Vulnerable’ vulnerability class.

5. There are no SW sewers or waterbodies within reasonable proximity and therefore existing drainage is assumed to discharge to local combined sewers. The existing site is classified as a brownfield; and should therefore aim to achieve a minimum of 50% betterment of existing runoff regimes. The nature of the development and a small site footprint of approx 400m2 limits the drainage options. However, it may be feasible to incorporate hydro-planter units at the bottom of rainwater down pipes or install rainwater harvesting for potable uses such as WC flushing.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The application should be supported with a sustainable drainage strategy / proposal
II. Given the minor nature of the development this could be conditioned. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
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