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Drainage Consultation on Application – 25/01180/DOC – LAND AT SCHOFIELD STREET, HEYWOOD, ROCHDALE, OL10 1DH 
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 13th January 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Land at Schofield Street, Heywood, Rochdale, OL10 1DH
Submission of details to comply with conditions 3 (CMP), 4 (drainage), 5 (materials), 6 (windows, doors and rooflights), 7 (Landscaping), 9 (boundary treatments) and 13 (biodiversity enhancements) on planning permission 25/00195/FUL.
Documents Reviewed
25/01180/DOC
· Covering Letter
· Drainage Plan & Details
25/00195/FUL
· Location Plan
· Proposed Site Plan
· Previous LLFA Comments date 21/06/2025
· Flood Maps for Planning
· United Utilities SafeDig Records

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The covering letter references a TJ Booth Drainage Report, but this is not available on the portal.

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. Infiltration based drainage options have been discounted due to heavy contamination thought the site, as formerly highlighted and noted by intrusive ground investigations and boreholes, submitted as part of the previous FUL application.

4. No watercourses or surface water sewers are present locally as confirmed through a Safe Dig search (United Utilities). As a result, combined sewer discharge is proposed as a last resort. However, the previous LLFA review made the comment below which does not appear to have been addressed. It is assumed that attenuated discharge to combined sewers are the most likely drainage option. Discharge volumes should be mitigated utilizing SuDS green-based source control such as swales, raingardens tree-pits etc. Rainwater harvesting for potable re-usage such as WC flushing could also be considered.

5. A buried tank storage solution is proposed for attenuation purposes. This is not considered to be the most sustainable approach for providing attenuation. For a development of this size and nature, above ground or natural source control SuDS measures are expected to be incorporated in the design. These measures are preferred for improving water quality and mitigating overall discharge volumes. 

6. The proposal’s drainage design should be supported with calculations which demonstrate the drainage system to be feasible for a 1-in-100-year storm event + 45% climate change allowance, which is applicable for peak rainfall. This climate change allowance is appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment area.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The missing Drainage Report should be submitted for review.
II. Options to reduce overall volumes being discharged to combined sewers should be considered.
III. Design should be supported by a SuDS Pro-Forma and hydraulic calculations.  
IV. The above points should be addressed before the condition is discharged.

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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