Objection to new carehome 

For me as the missing from home officer for Rochdale I feel we are at saturation point with having 83 carehomes / semi independent placements within the borough (and a lot of foster carers) who mostly look after out of area children. Resources in my eyes are already stretched on response Policing so any extra homes with children going missing, having mental health episodes or incidents that need attending by Police will only strain us further. Two opened last month and I only found out when a child started to go missing from the placement.

So unfortunately I feel I need to object to any further homes based on resources and an already saturated division with regards to placements. Roughly half of our homes and placements are carehomes rather than semi independent placements and when you compare this to other divisions with one having just 7 homes I feel it is not proportionate to carry on opening homes in our division. I am the only officer doing my job on this division and so every child that has 3 missing from home episodes within 30 days requires a strategy meeting that I also then need to sit on and potentially trigger plans creating by myself for when they go missing .

I believe from my experience of homes on our division the reports of crime and ASB is not the main concern and the main reasons are as above. The children that reside in the homes , if they are involved in ASB, don’t tend to conduct this on the street they reside as a general rule and very few actually commit crimes and again the ones that do don’t tend to do it on their own doorstep unless within the home itself such as criminal damage when not allowed to do something (of course there are exceptions to these rules and crime and ASB can occur but as stated believe this minimal compared to resources and missing from home episodes etc)
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