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Drainage Consultation on Application – 25/00897/FUL – MCCORMICK EUROPE LTD, WHITELEES ROAD, LITTLEBOROUGH, ROCHDALE, OL15 8BZ
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 20th February 2026
Location & Proposed Development
McCormick Europe Ltd, Whitelees Road, Littleborough, Rochdale, OL15 8BZ
Demolition of existing outbuilding and replacement with single storey extension to main building together with extension of existing retaining wall and car park alterations. 

Documents Reviewed
· Site Location Plan
· Existing Site Plan & Floor Plan
· Proposed Site Plan & Floor Plan
· Drainage Strategy
· Flood Maps for Planning
· United Utilities SafeDig Map

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The development proposes a 0.053 ha extension on existing impermeable hardstanding. The proposed development is located in Flood Zone 1 but is located in a classified Critical Drainage area of Littleborough. Surface water flooding is indicated on the northeast boundary of the current building, in immediate proximity to the proposed extension. 

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. Infiltration based drainage options have been discounted based on the presence of clay strata found from intrusive site investigations. BH01 identifies sand at 13m depth below clay and BH02 is fully clay, it is fair to discount infiltration to this depth for relatively minor extension works.   	Comment by Keith Mealey: BH1 shows sand at approx 13m not at surface
BH2 is all clay?
However, a deep borehole soakaway for a minor extension would not be reasonable.

4. No watercourse is present in a practically viable distance from the site. However, a public surface water sewer is present on Stockton Street which outfalls into the River Roch. The existing site surface water drains to this sewer, and the extension is connecting to the site drainage system. 	Comment by Keith Mealey: The proposals are for a fairly minor extension on existing hard standing and connecting to the site existing drainage 

5. A traditional buried attenuation tank is proposed to manage surface water for the extension before connecting to existing surface water drainage. The strategy discusses the benefits of green SuDS source controls but then dismisses them as N/A. It is considered that components such as tree pits, raingardens, hydro-planters could be incorporated. 

6. It is proposed to attenuate to 50% of the 100yr runoff rate. However, this should be the greenfield Qbar rate or 5l/s whichever is the greater. 

7. The site incorporates a foul treatment plant which is assumed to be subject to a permit. Any impact of the proposed development on the permit conditions should be clarified. It is assumed that the plant is required due to onsite processing. The strategy dismisses rainwater harvesting but it is unclear if any opportunities for utilising harvested rainwater within process streams etc been assessed.


Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The proposed drainage design is acceptable in principle.
II. Green SuDS source control such as tree pits, raingardens, hydro-planters should be assessed. 
III. Discharge should be attenuated to 5l/s or greenfield rates. 
IV. Foul treatment plant impacts should be clarified.
V. Opportunities for rainwater harvesting should be reviewed.
VI. The above points should be conditioned to be addressed in subsequent design stages. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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