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Drainage Consultation on Application – OTH/2025/1307 - Land off Hareshill Road North.
Date of Response: 17th February 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Land off Hareshill Road North, South Heywood, Rochdale
Reserved matters application for access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping for 186 residential dwellings and associated works pursuant to hybrid planning permission 16/01399/HYBR
Documents Reviewed
· Flood Risk Assessment
· G25407 - South Heywood - Topographical Survey-A0750 (1)
· HRN-AJP-XX-00-RP-C-3010-P04 Drainage Strategy Report
· Interception SUDS proposals sheet 1 of 2
· Location Plan
· SH01-P-SL-003 E Proposed Layout
· SHE-AJP-XX-00-DR-C-1000-P07 PRELIMINARY DRAINAGE LAYOUT-MASTERPLAN
· SHE-AJP-XX-00-DR-C-1071-P01 SUDS PROPOSALS
· Site Location Plan rev b
· Phase 1 & 2 Geoenvironmental Site Assessment 18-435-R1 rev 02
Related Applications
16/01399/HYBR, 25/00014/REM, 24/01250/REM, 25/00546/DOC, PL/2025/1221.
Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposed development site covers approximately 12.50 hectares and is located within Flood Zone 1. The site is located within the Heywood area of Rochdale. Flood Map for Planning indicates that a small area within the site boundary is vulnerable to surface water flooding which has been addressed within the FRA. 

2. The drainage strategy states that infiltration has been assessed and discounted due to ground conditions, with reference made to a completed geo-environmental survey and infiltration testing. 

3. Surface water discharge is proposed to an ordinary watercourse via an existing culverted system. Given that infiltration is not feasible, discharge to a watercourse is acceptable.

4. The proposed development incorporates a range of SuDS features, including:
• A detention basin providing site-wide attenuation
• Dry swales and filter strips draining highways and shared access routes
• Raingardens / bioretention areas providing source control and water quality treatment

5. The drainage strategy states that the surface water system has been designed to accommodate up to the 1 in 100 year storm event plus an allowance for climate change. A 45% climate change allowance is referenced, which aligns with Rochdale LLFA requirements.

6. Hydraulic modelling has been undertaken using Info drainage, and the drainage strategy states that surface water runoff will be restricted to greenfield rates. Attenuation is proposed through a combination of the drainage network, swales, raingardens and the detention basin.

7. The proposed development will reduce surface water runoff compared to the existing greenfield site: for the Qbar flow from 106.4 L/s to 58.6 L/s, the 30-year event from 180.4 L/s to 96.9 L/s, and the 100-year event from 220.78 L/s to 106.3 L/s. This shows the drainage design will control flows and help prevent increased flood risk downstream.

8. Green roofs and rainwater harvesting were considered, but both were deemed impractical due to limited roof area, pitched roof design, low greywater demand, and the cost of installing a separate system.

9. The foul water from the proposed building will be collected and conveyed to a new United Utilities pumping station in the south-east corner of the site, which will discharge into the existing public sewer at Gloucester Way. 

10. The drainage strategy discusses potential adoption by Welsh Water which is assumed to be an error. The adoption strategy and operation / maintenance for adopted and private systems and components should be clarified.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The proposed drainage strategy demonstrates a SuDS-led approach and is acceptable in principle. 
II. The adoption and maintenance strategy should be clarified.
Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
[image: Mail] keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
-1-
image2.jpg
., ROCHDALE

BOROUGH COUNCIL





image3.png




