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planting

Planting and Specification for Management

Other neutral grassland (g3c)

As there will be a change in habitat type from modified grassland, new condition assessment criteria
must be achieved, Criteria Ato F:

A (parcel is a good example of its habitat type, with indicator species present)

B (varied sward height)

C (bare ground)

D (cover of bracken and scrub)

E (combined cover of suboptimal species, invasive species and physical damage).
F (10+ vascular plant species/m? including forbs)

Management to achieve good condition: -

The existing grassland shall be mown 14no. times during the growing season and remove all
arisings.

The ground shall be scarified and overseed the area to achieved Criteria Aand F.

It is recommended that a seed mix such as the Emorsgate seed mix EM34
(https://wildseed.co.uk/product/mixtures/complete-mixtures/general-purpose-meadow-
mixtures/mixed-diverse-meadow-mixture/) or other comparable seed mix is used when
reseeding the area. This will ensure that the parcel is a good example of its habitat type for
Criterion A, and that 10 or more vascular species are present per m2 for Criterion F.

To achieve Criteria B some areas of the grassland shall be left unmown while others shall be
mown to a short sward height. Alternatively, different areas of grassland can be mown at
different times of year. This will ensure that sward height remains varied, with at least 20% of
the sward being below and 20% being above 7cm in height.

To achieve Criterion E, the grassland area shall be protected from excessive damage. This
includes ensuring the habitat is not excessively mown, machinery is not stored or used within
the grassland post-development, the grassland is not excessively in use and that damaging
management activities are not used. This shall ensure that physical damage is evident within
5% of the total grassland area. Any invasive non-native plant species (e.g. Himalayan balsam
Impatiens glandulifera) present on site shall be removed on an annual basis to pass
Criterion E.

Existing scrub enhanced to blackthorn scrub (h3a6)

To achieve the targeted ‘moderate’ condition, three - four criteria must be targeted for passing.

A (good example of habitat type):
B (age ranges):

C (invasive spp.):

D (well developed edge):

E (clearings, glades or rides):

Management to achieve moderate condition blackthorn scrub

In order to enhance the scrub to moderate condition and change the habitat type to blackthorn
scrub, Criteria A (good example of habitat type) and Criteria B (age range) will be targeted for
passing.

Existing scrub shall be thinned out by removal of woody species by 30%. All arising shall be
chipped on site and spread within adjacent scrub area.

To pass Criterion A, additional native woody species including hazel Corylus avellana,
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, holly llex aquifolium, dog rose Rosa canina, and blackthorn
Prunus spinosa are planted into the scrub. This will ensure that at least 80% of the scrub is
native, at least three native woody species are present and at least 50-75% of the scrub cover
is Blackthorn.

To pass Criterion B, it is recommended that the newly planted shrub species are younger,
including seedlings and saplings. More mature shrubs already present should be retained within
the stand. This will ensure that seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature shrubs are all
present.

Planting of additional species into the stand will also ensure that the habitat meets the definition
for h3a6: Blackthorn scrub. ‘dense scrub comprising a mixture of species without a single
species dominant or stands’. Dominated by Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), often forming
monotypic stands or with associated species like Bramble (Rubus fruticosus), Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), or Hazel (Corylus avellana).

Created willow scrub (h3j)

To achieve the targeted ‘moderate’ condition, three criteria must be targeted for passing.

¢ A(good example of habitat type):
B (age ranges):

C (invasive spp.):

D (well developed edge):

E (clearings, glades or rides):

Management to achieve moderate condition willow scrub

. In order to create willow scrub to moderate condition scrub, Criteria A (good example of habitat

Criteria C (free of invasive species) and Criteria D will be targeted for passing.

To pass Criterion A, native woody species including hazel Corylus avellana, Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna, holly llex aquifolium, and willow Salix caprea shall be planted into the
designated areas. This will ensure that 100% of the scrub is native, at least four native woody
species are present and at least 75% of the scrub cover is Willow.

To pass Criterion C, it is recommended that the plantation is inspected on an annual basis for
invasive non-native species and that they will be removed by hand.

To pass Criterion D, it is recommended that holly and hazel species are predominantly placed
to the edges of the willow scrub areas to definite and strengthen the edges.

Planting of additional species into the stand will also ensure that the habitat meets the definition
for h3g: Willow scrub. ‘dense scrub comprising a mixture of species without a single species
dominant or stands’. Dominated by Willow (Salix spp.), often forming monotypic stands or with
associated species like Bramble (Rubus fruticosus), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), or Hazel
(Corylus avellana).

Planting schedule

Application red edge boundary

Existing scrub retained and enhanced

Proposed individual standard tree

ENHANCED BLACKTHORN SCRUB SPECIES
Species Common %age Planting
R i Height (cm) Root Numbers
Corylus avellana Hazel 10% 60-80 B 1+1 Plant at 1no. 45
per m. sq. in
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 10% 60-80 B 1+1 species 45
groups of 5-
llex aquifolium Holly 5% 40-60 2L :::;6: 2 22
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 70% 60-80 B 141 ds':g"gi:tc'f‘:‘vith 330
tubi
Rosa canina Dog rose 5% 40-60 2L grewiies 22
WILLOW SCRUB SPECIES
Species Common %a_ge Height (cm) Boof Planting NOmbers
name mix
Plant at 1no.
Corylus avellana Hazel 10% 60-80 B 1+1 per m. sq. in 12
species
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 10% 60-80 B 1+1 groups of 4- 12
éno.Ina
i random
llex aquifolium Holly 5% 40-60 2L distribution. 6
Supplied with
Salix caprea Goat willow 75% 60-80 B 141 grow tubes 90
TREE SPECIES
Species Common i Plantin
i name Girth Height (cm) Root A Numbers
(cms)
Plant in pits
large enough
to
Betula pendula Birch 12-14 350/425 Rootballed | accommodate T
the root ball
with a gap of
10cms all
round. Break
up base of pit
i : prior to
Prunus avium Wild cherry 12-14 350/425 Rootballed planting -+
Back fill with
clean topsoil.
Stake with
1no. peeled
and pointed
i . larch stake
Sorbus aucuparia Mountain ash 12-14 350/425 Rootballed with 2no 3
rubberised
ties with
spacer bar.
REVISIONS
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