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Property Services, Technical & Building Surveying                             March 2026

	
DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS



	Name and address of proposed development site –
Rochdale Town Hall 
Esplanade
Rochdale
OL16 1AZ


	Proposed Development 
The proposal is to replace the existing external plasterboard ceilings at the front of the building on the ground and second floors with V jointed oak timber T&G boards after a collapse of one of one of the ceilings.



	Assessment of the surroundings of the proposed development 
The 2 ground floor ceilings are under the archways on either side of the Town Hall’s main entrance. The second-floor ceiling is under the arch near the Bright Hall. 


	Consultation   
I have been in consultation with Conservation Officer Catherine Fenghour



	Evaluation 
The plasterboard ceilings are not the original material which had been fitting when the Town Hall was built but I cannot find any information on what was originally installed. In my opinion oak boarding would be more in keeping with the aesthetics of the building.


	DESIGN COMPONENTS


	Proposed Use(s) -  
There are no changes to the use of the area.

	Amount and density of development –
N/A



	Layout -
No pedestrian/public access to the Town Hall will be reduced once complete.





	Scale – 
The 



	Landscaping – 
No landscaping is required for this project.


	Appearance – 
The appearance will be V jointed oak timber which will give a much better look   



	ACCESS COMPONENTS


	Technical advice  
Technical advice and specifications have been prepared by RBC Property Services, Technical & Building Surveying Section based at Number One Riverside, Rochdale.



	Relevant Policies 
After the collapse of the ceiling to the left side of the entrance it has become clear that there is a risk the other 2 ceilings to the right of the entrance and the second floor may also collapse. 



	Degree of access
There is an open pedestrian access around the areas, Scaffold will be erected during the work and temporary fence located around each scaffold for H&S reasons.


	Future access requirements
N/A



	Emergency access
N/A
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