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1 INTRODUCTION  

Background 

1.1 This report has been prepared by SCP to support an application in relation to the proposed 

extension to Golden Mosque located off Lower Sheffield Street, Rochdale.  

1.2 A pre-application enquiry for the scheme was submitted to Rochdale Borough Council, supported 

by a Technical Note, which provided details on the transport aspects of the proposals. In relation to 

highways matters, the Council confirmed the following:- 

“The application site is on the edge of Rochdale Town Centre and is considered to be a 

sustainable location. This is a busy site which provides many services to the local community. The 

traffic generation associated with usage is expected to be outside of the peak periods of operation 

and not expected to be problematic. The application should however include a trip generation 

exercise to demonstrate how vehicle movements with the proposed development compare to the 

existing situation. This is a sustainable location. We do not expect any increase in parking 

provision, but a Travel Plan should be submitted along side any subsequent applications. No 

changes are proposed to the existing highways network. No new highways are necessary as part 

of this proposal. No PROW will be obstructed by this proposal. We have no new road safety 

concerns as a result of this proposal. Servicing of this location should remain much the same upon 

completion.”  

In light of the above, there are currently no objections to the proposal on highways grounds subject 

to the provision of a Travel Plan and evidence of a trip generation exercise' 

1.3 This Travel Plan has been produced in response to the above pre-application comments ad 

provides details on the anticipated trip generation of the development, which have been informed 

by travel mode surveys undertaken at the site.   

Travel Plan Approach  

1.4 A travel plan is an important tool for delivering sustainable access to a development.  Place of 

worship travel plans focus on a single destination and aim to provide a long-term strategy to 

positively influence travel patterns in favour of sustainable modes.  
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1.5 Implementing a travel plan can bring a number of benefits to a site, including helping to minimise 

the impact of traffic and parking demand, helping to manage and reduce carbon emissions, and 

assisting with promotion of healthy lifestyles. As a result, a travel plan forms a key stage in the 

forward planning process. A travel plan is a ‘living document’ that should be regularly reviewed to 

ensure its effectiveness. 

1.6 This travel plan focuses on influencing greater use of sustainable transport by site users when 

travelling to and from the site and will establish and promote the sustainable transport links 

available.  

 

 

  



 

 

Golden Mosque Islamic Cultural Centre  3 

Travel Plan, Lower Sheriff Street, Rochdale  

250762-TP (0.0) 

2 POLICY CONTEXT 

2.1 Travel plans are dynamic, living documents that should be updated regularly to ensure that the 

aims and objectives represent the current situation in respect of travel and access. 

2.2 Travel plans are designed to be flexible to suit individual sites and their individual local 

characteristics. As such, they should be developed with consideration for the scale of the 

development and the likely impact on travel behaviour as a result of any potential measures.   

Travel Plan Benefits 

2.3 Travel plans can result in a variety of benefits to the occupiers of a development and the wider 

community, as well as address a range of issues, including: 

 Promote healthy lifestyles and sustainable, vibrant communities; 

 Provide adequately for all site users, with a variety of mobility needs; 

 Reduce demand for car parking, thereby enabling more efficient land use; 

 Reduce pressure on highway capacity, particularly at peak times; 

 Improve social inclusion; 

 Cut carbon emissions and their contribution to climate change; 

 Reduce road danger and protecting vulnerable road users; and 

 Improve local air quality, while reducing noise pollution. 

2.4 A travel plan provides benefits to all parties, including the owner, the site occupants and the local 

authority, which can help in gaining widespread commitment to its implementation and continuing 

operation. 

2.5 Travel plans are secured through a policy framework that extends from national through to local 

level when dealing with new development proposals. 

Policy Context 

2.6 The NPPF is published by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) 

and sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be 

applied. The NPPF has been revised most recently in December 2024. 

2.7 At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development which for decision-taking means: 

 “Approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date development plan without 
delay; or 

 where the there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which are most 
important for determining the application are out-of-date, granting permission unless: 

o the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets of particular 
importance provides a clear reason for refusing the development proposed; or 
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o any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 
benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Framework taken as a whole, 
having particular regard to key policies for directing development to sustainable 
locations, making effective use of land, securing well-designed places and providing 
affordable homes, individually or in combination.” 

2.8 In assessing sites that may be allocated for development in plans, or specific applications for 

development, it should be ensured that: 

a) sustainable transport modes are prioritised taking account of the vision for the site, the type 
of development and its location;; 

b) safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users; 

c) the design of streets, parking areas, other transport elements and the content of associated 
standards reflects current national guidance, including the National Design Guide and the 
National Model Design Code; and 

d) any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in terms of capacity 
and congestion), or on highway safety, can be cost effectively mitigated to an acceptable 
degree through a vision-led approach. 

2.9 Importantly, NPPF states that: 

‘Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be 
an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road 
network, following mitigation, would be severe, taking into account all reasonable future 
scenarios. 

‘Within this context, applications for development should: 

a) give priority first to pedestrian and cycle movements, both within the scheme 

and with neighbouring areas; and second – so far as possible – to facilitating 

access to high quality public transport, with layouts that maximise the 

catchment area for bus or other public transport services, and appropriate 

facilities that encourage public transport use; 

b) address the needs of people with disabilities and reduced mobility in relation to 

all modes of transport; 

c) create places that are safe, secure and attractive – which minimise the scope 

for conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, avoid unnecessary 

street clutter, and respond to local character and design standards; 

d) allow for the efficient delivery of goods, and access by service and emergency 

vehicles; and 

e) be designed to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles 

in safe, accessible and convenient locations. 

All developments that will generate significant amounts of movement should be required to 
provide a travel plan, and the application should be supported by a vision-led transport 
statement or transport assessment so that the likely impacts of the proposal can be assessed 
and monitored. 

2.10 A further key national policy document for travel plans was published by the Department for 

Transport in April 2009 and is entitled “Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans 
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through the Planning Process”. This document, although now archived updated previous 

guidance following significant changes in travel planning and an increased awareness of how 

transport affects other aspects of life, such as climate change and health. 

2.11 The guidelines identify that travel plans are an important tool for delivering sustainable access as 

part of a new development and encouraging sustainable travel behaviour from the outset. The 

document provides assistance in the preparation of a travel plan, including when a travel plan is 

required and what it should contain, as well as how travel plans should be evaluated, secured, 

implemented and then monitored and managed long term. The document also outlines the 

responsibilities of the developer, site users, local transport operators, highways and planning 

authorities in the implementation of the travel plan. 

2040 Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 

2.12 The 2040 Transport Strategy focuses on creating an integrated, sustainable and well-coordinated 

transport system that supports a wide range of different travel needs. The strategy is based on 

seven core principles: 

 Integration – to allow customers to move seamlessly between modes and services. 

 Inclusion – to provide accessible and afford transport. 

 Health – through promotion of walking and cycling for local trips. 

 Environmental Responsibility – to deliver lower emissions, and a better-quality environment. 

 Reliability – to give customers confidence in journey times. 

 Safety and security – to reduce accidents and deaths; and 

 Well maintained and resilient – to be able to withstand unexpected events and weather 
conditions.  

2.13 The ambition for 2040 is to deliver a transport system which makes it easier for residents, business 

and visitors of Greater Manchester to travel by sustainable means to a wide range of destinations 

and opportunities, and where sustainable transport is a viable and attractive alternative to the car.  

Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2050 (Part 1) and Delivery Plan (2027 – 2037) (Part 2) 

2.14 In March 2026 the consultation on the draft Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2050 and 

Delivery Plan closed. The Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2050 sets out the long terms 

and goals for Greater Manchester, along with the evidence which supports these goals. The 

Delivery Plan (2027 – 2037) sets out a 10-year strategy that will be put into action. A final version 

of these documents will be available in late-2026. 
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2.15 The draft Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2050 sets out Greater Manchester’s collective 

vision for the next decade. The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA), Greater 

Manchester local authorities and Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM), are doing this by 

growing the economy sustainably, tackling inequality and changing how services are delivered for 

residents.  

2.16 The plan aims to shift Greater Manchester to a cleaner, better connected and less car dependent 

transport system, with the help of a fully integrated public transport system through; 

 Bee Network – a fully integrated transport system, which will be affordable, sustainable and 
reliable, with easy transfers between modes, improved infrastructure, including bus stops 
and interchanges, as well as Metrolink expansion. 

 Active Travel – improved safe routed for walking, wheeling and cycling, as well as expansion 
of cycle hire schemes. 

 

2.17 The Delivery Plan (2027 - 2037) sets out the infrastructure and services that are needed to deliver 

the vision, ambitions, policies and targets, as set out in Part 1. It includes a wide range of 

interventions to sustain, grow and transform the Bee Network and the wider transport system to 

2050, including:  

 Keeping the network safe and reliable by renewing and maintaining key infrastructure.  

 Making travel easier with better performance, more resilient services, and simpler ticketing.  

 Bringing rail into the Bee Network for seamless journeys across Greater Manchester.  

 Building a world-class walking, wheeling, and cycling network that better connects with public 
transport.  

 Upgrading streets and public spaces to support local communities by making them safer, 
more attractive, and better for walking and spending time in.  

 Expanding cycle hire and loan schemes to enable even more people to travel actively.  

 Improving bus services, with faster journey times and priority measures.  

 Creating new stations, stops, interchanges and travel hubs to improve access and comfort.  

 Developing new Metrolink tram lines to connect more places and make faster journeys 
possible. 

 Improving regional connections through the Greater Manchester’s future vision for rail, 
including Northern Powerhouse Rail. 

 Transport connections to new developments and housing. 

 Exploring options for a future metro and underground network to boost capacity and 
connectivity 

Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040  

2.18 In February 2017, Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) published the Greater Manchester 

Transport Strategy 2040 which sets out the vision for Greater Manchester and provides a plan to 

“establish a fully integrated, high-capacity transport system across Greater Manchester”. This 

document is still in effect until the delivery of the new Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2050 

and Delivery Plan (2027 – 2037). 
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2.19 The Transport Strategy has identified key challenges to help protect the environment such as 

increasing the use of sustainable transport, reduce transport emissions and make the best use of 

existing infrastructure.  

2.20 As such, “TfGM will continue to work with planning authorities and developers to better integrate 

transport and new development in accordance with the principles of:  

 Reducing the need to travel by car, and the distance travelled;  

 Maximising accessibility by sustainable modes;  

 Making the best use of existing infrastructure, particularly through increasing the density of 
development close to public transport nodes;  

 Maximising opportunities to provide additional public transport; and  

 Designing to encourage active travel.” 

Rochdale Borough Draft Local Plan 

2.21 In terms of local planning policy, the Rochdale Borough Draft Local Plan (published November 

2025) sets out key priorities for the borough. The Plan builds on the themes identified in the Places 

for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document, including boosting northern competitiveness, 

increasing the attractiveness of northern areas to highly paid, highly skilled workers, tackling 

inequality, creating new employment opportunities, revitalising green spaces, and reshaping town 

centres. 

2.22 Policy T1 seeks to ensure that the Local Plan supports delivery of the Greater Manchester 2050 

Transport Strategy and Local Transport Implementation Plan (LIP) priorities. New development 

should: 

 a. Be located where access to active and sustainable transport modes is available, 
convenient, and where proposals can connect to the Bee Network; 

 b. Be supported by measures that reduce the need to travel and promote travel choices that 
minimise both the number and length of car trips; 

 c. Facilitate and encourage walking, wheeling, and cycling to key local services and 
amenities, enhance the public realm, provide for people with impaired mobility, and protect, 
maintain, and enhance the Bee Network, including Public Rights of Way; 

 d. Take a coordinated approach to site access design and layout to encourage shared use, 
improve highway safety, and minimise traffic congestion, including through appropriate 
speed management and traffic control measures that protect vulnerable road users; and 

 e. Seek developer contributions and/or safeguard land for highway and public transport 
improvements where developments would benefit from such provision. 

2.23 Policy T4 requires that Transport Statements, Transport Assessments, and Travel Plans for new 

development demonstrate how proposals will support sustainable travel. In particular, Travel Plans 

should prioritise and maximise opportunities for active and sustainable travel, embedding these 

within the site design and ensuring strong integration with the wider transport network. 

2.24 This travel plan has been developed in line with local and national transport policy and guidance.     
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3 SITE ACCESSIBILITY  

Existing Site 

3.1 The application site is located to the south of Lower Sheriff Street and to the North of Holland 

Street, approximately 1.6km north of Rochdale town centre. The application site comprises of the 

Golden Mosque which is a well-established Mosque within a high-density residential area that has 

operated for many years.  

3.2 The location of the site is shown in red on Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Site Location 

 

Development Scheme 

3.3 The development proposals involve a 3-storey extension on the western side of the existing build, 

with an extension on the basement car park for funeral services. The proposed site layout plan is 

contained in Appendix A. 



 

 

Golden Mosque Islamic Cultural Centre  9 

Travel Plan, Lower Sheriff Street, Rochdale  

250762-TP (0.0) 

3.4 The proposed new building will provide enhanced funeral facilities and improved classroom 

spaces. Currently, class schedules are often disrupted due to conflicts with funerals and other 

events held on-site. The proposed extension will address these issues by reducing scheduling 

clashes and minimising class cancellations. As the proposals are ancillary to the existing use of the 

site, no increase in overall attendee numbers is anticipated, particularly during the peak Friday 

Prayer times. The development will simply provide a larger, more functional space for the site to 

operate effectively.  

3.5 The mosque currently provides 17 car parking spaces in the basement car park accessed from 

Holland Street, and 5 spaces on the ground floor including 2 disabled bays accessed off Lower 

Sheriff Street. Therefore, there is currently a total of 22 car parking spaces.  

3.6 The applicant has confirmed the mosque is busiest during Friday prayers, with potentially up to 

450-500 attendees. It should be noted that this peak occurs for limited duration, typically during 

midday, with one prayer session held at 1pm and the second at 2pm, outside of the highway peak 

hours. 

3.7 In addition to the above, the mosque runs five prayer times each day with up to 15-40 attendees.  

3.8 Over the week, the mosque typically organises three events. These three events are as follows: 

 Wednesday evening for an Islamic course which typically runs for two hours.  

 Thursday evening for a spiritual gathering lasting for around an hour period.  

 Saturday during the daytime for 1 hour period and this is a spiritual reminder.  

3.9 In additional to these three weekly events, there is also an event that occurs every month, with 

anticipated attendance of 50-60 individuals and features guest speaks and reciters.  

3.10 In the Golden Mosque at present, there is one class that runs 6 days in the week, with the majority 

of classes consisting of 12 students. The Saturday class consists of 15 students, and the 

Wednesday only consists of 20 students. Within the current facility and due to the constrained 

space, class schedules are frequently disrupted due to conflicts arising from funerals and other 

scheduled events. The classes do not operate during the peak Friday payers.  

Accessibility by Non-Car Modes: Walking 

3.11 Industry standard GIS TRACC software has been used to assess the accessibility of the 

development by foot for a 2km walk distance from the site, as shown on Figure 2 below. The plan 

shows the reachable areas within 400m coloured bands from the site. 
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Figure 2 – Walking Accessibility 2km Isochrone 

 

3.12 The site is within an acceptable walk distance of the nearby residential areas of Spotland Bridge, 

Shawclough and Wardleworth, as well as numerous transport facilities including several bus 

services and Rochdale Railway Station to encourage visitors to travel via sustainable modes. 

Furthermore, there are numerous facilities within an acceptable walk distance which mosque 

attendees can access on foot, including a supermarket and various convenience stores, takeaways 

and cafes etc.  

3.13 Overall, the site benefits from good levels of accessibility by foot with a large residential catchment 

nearby, as well as public transport options and local facilities which mosque attendees can access 

on foot, reducing the need to travel by car.  

Accessibility by Non-Car Modes: Cycling 

3.14 Transport policy identifies that cycling represents a realistic and healthy option to use instead of the 

private car for making journeys up to 5km as a whole journey or as part of a longer journey by 

public transport.  

3.15 GIS TRACC software has again been used to assess the accessibility of the site by bicycle, for a 

5km cycle distance and is shown on Figure 3 below. 

  



 

 

Golden Mosque Islamic Cultural Centre  11 

Travel Plan, Lower Sheriff Street, Rochdale  

250762-TP (0.0) 

Figure 3: Cycling Accessibility 5km Isochrone 

 

3.16 As shown in Figure 3, Rochdale Town Centre and the areas of Heywood, Smallbridge and 

Wardle, amongst others, are within a 5km cycle distance (20-minute cycle) of the site. Figure 6 

also shows the sites proximity to National Cycle Route (NCR) 92 and 66. NCR 92 is located to the 

north of the site and provides a link between NCR 66 to the east and Whitworth to the north. NCR 

66 is located to the east of the site and runs from central Manchester to Spurn Head via Rochdale, 

Bradford, Leeds, York, Beverley, and Kingston upon Hull.  

Accessibility by Non-Car Modes: Public Transport  

3.17 In terms of bus services, the Chartered Institute of Highways & Transportation’s (CIHT’s) 

“Guidelines for Planning for Public Transport in Developments” document identifies, at section 

6.20, that “Bus stops are located to minimise passengers’ walking distance to their final destination. 

The maximum walking distance to a bus stop should not exceed 400m and preferably be no more 

than 300m.” 

3.18 The closest bus stops are located on both sides of Spotland Road, approximately 210m north of 

the site. Furthermore, an additional bus stop is located approximately 300m south-east of the site 

on College Road, providing further bus services. Table 1 below shows the bus services provided 

from these bus stops. Therefore, mosque attendees have access to bus services stopping 

reasonably close to the site which provide access to key destinations at a high frequency.  
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Table 1: Bus Services 

Bus 
Service 

Route Approximate Frequency 

Mon-Fri Sat Sun 

17 Manchester - Rochdale Approx. every 10 
mins 

Approx. every 
10 mins 

Approx. every 
10 mins 

437 Rochdale - Lane Head 2 services a day - - 

442 Rochdale - Norden Approx. every 20 
mins 

Approx. every 
60 mins 

Approx. every 
60 mins 

461 Rochdale - Shawfield 
(Circular) 

Approx. every 60 
mins 

Approx. every 
60 mins 

- 

467 Bury - Rochdale Approx. every 30 
mins 

Approx. every 
30 mins 

Approx. every 
60 mins 

468 Bury - Rochdale Approx. every 30 
mins 

Approx. every 
30 mins 

Approx. every 
60 mins 

881 Oulder Hill HS - Castleton 2 services a day - - 

3.19 In terms of rail services, Rochdale Railway Station, can be accessed in under a 24-minute walk 

time (or <1.6km walk distance) and is therefore within an acceptable walking and cycling distance. 

Rochdale Railway Station offers frequent services to key destinations including Chester, 

Todmorden, Blackburn, Headbolt Lane, Manchester Victoria, Leeds, Wigan Wallgate and 

Clitheroe, among others.  

3.20 The level of accessibility by public transport has been analysed using GIS TRACC software to 

assess the accessibility of the site and is shown on Figure 4 below. The figure illustrates the 

distance that can be travelled within 60 minutes by public transport to and from the site, which 

includes the time taken to walk to the bus stops. 
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Figure 4: Public Transport, 60-Minute  

 

3.21 The above demonstrates that the site is within a close proximity to a number of bus and rail links, 

serving both the local area and other destinations further afield. The figure shows that key areas of 

Manchester City Centre, Todmorden, Bury, Oldham and Hebden Bridge amongst others, are in an 

acceptable 60-minute travel time.  

Summary 

3.22 Having regard to the above, it is considered that the site benefits from good levels of accessibility 

by sustainable modes. These findings demonstrate that mosque attendees will not be wholly reliant 

on the private car to travel to the site 
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4 TRAVEL PLAN ADMINISTRATION 

Travel Plan Coordinator 

4.1 The travel plan will be managed by a travel plan coordinator (TPC). 

4.2 The TPC will act as the main contact for the travel plan and will be responsible for undertaking 

surveys, implementing measures and monitoring the travel plan.  

4.3 The TPC will exchange contact details with Rochdale Borough Council (RBC) travel plan officers. 

The TPC will be responsible for setting up and launching the travel plan in accordance with the 

following schedule, which will be agreed with RBC. 

Funding 

4.4 Appropriate funding will be allocated by the developer at the start of the travel plan process to 

cover the costs involved in administering the travel plan over an agreed time period.  

4.5 The funding will cover all costs relating to the TPC, implementation of measures and initiatives, 

marketing of the travel plan, annual monitoring and submission of a review to RBC.  
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5 TRAVEL SURVEY 

5.1 Travel surveys have been undertaken in order to understand how site users currently travel, how 

they would like to travel and what would encourage them to make those changes. Repeat surveys 

will be used to monitor ongoing travel patterns over time. The survey responses provide an 

indication of what targets would be most appropriate for the development and which measures 

would be most successful in helping to achieve them.  

5.2 Initial surveys were undertaken during a Friday prayer session, which is the busiest event of the 

week. A copy of the survey form and results is included in Appendix B. 

5.3 The initial travel mode surveys have allowed the existing trip generation to be estimated.  It should 

be noted that the existing trip generation and parking demand does not change as a result of the 

development, given that attendance numbers are not anticipated to increase. However, this 

information has been provided in response to the Council’s pre-application response.  

Modal Choice 

5.4 Site users were asked how they typically travel to work. Most site users (45%, 30 respondents) 

stated that they drive themselves in a vehicle, by themselves and others, with the remaining 

respondents stating they share car share, (10%, 7 respondents) or walk (45%, 30 respondents). 

The responses can be found below in Figure 5.1.  
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Figure 5.1 – How do you normally travel? (Site User survey) 

 

5.5 When asked why they travel this way, most site users (61%, 45) stated that their modal choice was 

due to it being ‘most convenient’. Following this, popular reasons were that a car was not available 

or car parking is available. Health reasons and having a disability were indicated to be of 

importance to fewer respondents.   

Figure 5.2 – Why do you travel in this way? (Site User survey) 

 

5.6 Based on those who travel by car (approximately 50%), they were asked if they park within 5-

minute walk of the mosque of which, 71% did and they parked in the following locations: 

 On the street outside the mosque  
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 Outside Lantern Academy 

 Side Street  

 Lower Sheriff Street 

 Ashworth Street 

 Clements Royds Street / Spotland Road 

 Car park (lower floor) 

5.7 Figure 5.3 below highlights the site users’ responses when asked what would encourage them to 

change the way they travel to the Mosque. A significant proportion of respondents (25%) indicated 

that improved information on walking and cycling would encourage them to change the way they 

travel, followed by greater information on car sharing and assistance in finding a car-sharing 

partner. 

Figure 5.3 – What would encourage you to change the way you travel to the Mosque? 
(Site User survey) 

 

5.8 All data collected from the travel survey in connection with the TP will be subject to the provisions 

of the Data Protection Act. In the interests of confidentiality, the TPC for each unit will hold the 

database and be responsible for the release of information, with all data held being used solely for 

the purposes of the TP. 

Multi-modal trip generation mode split 

5.9 As detailed in the previously submitted Technical Note, the applicant has confirmed the mosque is 

busiest during Friday Prayers with potentially up to 450-500 attendees. Applying the mode split 

derived from the travel survey results enables the estimation of both existing and proposed trip 

generation, presented in Table 5.1. As noted within the Technical Note, the proposed extension 

will address these issues by reducing scheduling clashes and minimising class cancellations. As 

the proposals are ancillary to the existing use of the site, no increase in overall attendee numbers 

is anticipated, particularly during the peak Friday Prayer times. The development will simply 

provide a larger, more functional space for the site to operate effectively. Therefore, the proposed 

mode split will remain consistent with the existing mode split. 
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Table 5.1: Estimated Trip Generation (Based on 500 attendees as a worst-case scenario) 

Mode Percentage from 

Surveys 

Estimated Trip Generation (Friday Prayer Sessions: 

13:00–14:00 and 14:00–15:00) 

Arrivals Departures 

Vehicles (Single 

Occupancy) 

27% 
135 135 

Car Sharing 27% 135 135 

Cycling 0% 0 0 

Walking 45% 225 225 

Public Transport 0% 0 0 

1.2 As demonstrated, the majority of attendees are expected to walk to and from the site, with the 

remainder travelling via car sharing or private vehicle. It should be noted that these trips occur 

outside of typical highway peak periods, with Friday prayer taking place around midday, 

specifically with one session at 13:00 and a second at 14:00. Notwithstanding this, the 

implementation of the Travel Plan will promote a shift towards more sustainable modes of 

transport, particularly walking, and will assist in reducing parking demand, thereby representing 

an improvement over the existing situation. 

1.3 Survey results indicate that the provision of improved information relating to walking and cycling 

routes would encourage greater uptake of sustainable travel modes. This is addressed within the 

Travel Plan through targeted measures to improve awareness and accessibility of these options. 
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6 OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS 

Objectives 

6.1 Objectives are required to give a travel plan direction and focus. Targets are measurable and help 

to indicate whether the high-level objective aspirations have been met. Targets should be linked to 

objectives and be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Time-related). 

Indicators determine whether the targets have been met and thus if objectives have been 

achieved, and as such will also be used to highlight the progress of the travel plan. 

6.2 The travel plan recognises that there is not one specific mode of transport suitable for all site users 

and that there need to be a number of alternatives in place.  The travel plan is intended to promote 

flexibility and choice, focusing efforts on encouraging a reduction in car use rather than prohibiting 

it.  

6.3 This travel plan has been prepared to achieve the following objectives: 

 Reduce reliance upon the car and improve awareness and usage of alternative modes by 
site users; 

 Promote walking, cycling and public transport;  

 Reduce the transport impact of the Mosque upon the environment; and 

 Promote healthy lifestyles and sustainable, vibrant communities, accessible by all.  

Modal Share Targets 

6.4 Five-year targets have been identified, based on the baseline data collected during the recent 

travel survey period.  

Table 6.1: Five Year Site Users Targets     

Mode Baseline Modal Split Target by Year 5 

% of trips made by single car occupancy 27% 24% 

% of trips made by car sharing 27% 28% 

% of trips made by foot/bicycle 45% 47% 

% of trips made by Public Transport 0% % 

% of trips made by taxi 0% 0% 

6.5 The above tables demonstrate that the development already experiences a relatively high level of 

sustainable mode use, which the travel plan will aim to sustain and build upon.  
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Indicators  

6.6 The TPC will be responsible for implementing measures at the development, which are set out in 

an action plan later in this report. The measures will be reviewed annually following monitoring, to 

identify whether the programmed measures are the most appropriate, and if not, what replacement 

measures need to be identified. Any new measures will be set out in a revised action plan, 

alongside timescales for implementation. 

6.7 Milestones to assess progress against the travel plan objectives and targets include: 

 Issue of a travel plan information pack to all site users within one month of travel plan sign-
off by RBC;  

 Undertaking cycle and car parking surveys; and  

 Uptake of the various measures, including interest in car sharing.  

6.8 Further milestones are programmed into the implementation timescale and will be reviewed on an 

ongoing basis. 

  



 

 

Golden Mosque Islamic Cultural Centre  21 

Travel Plan, Lower Sheriff Street, Rochdale  

250762-TP (0.0) 

7 TRAVEL PLAN MEASURES  

7.1 A travel plan is the management tool for implementing measures that promote sustainable 

transport. A successful and cost-effective travel plan is one that implements measures that are 

relevant and realistic to the site.  

7.2 The following sections outline the measures to be promoted by the TPC.  

Travel Awareness 

7.3 Good accurate information on the range of services and travel initiatives available will be a critical 

element of the travel plan. 

7.4 The TPC will make all site users (staff and visitors) aware of the existence of the travel plan by 

making available a travel information pack summarising the travel plan, which would be developed 

following approval of this travel plan, to ensure that sustainable travel patterns are encouraged.   

7.5 The travel information pack will include, though not exclusively, the following:  

 An introduction to the travel plan, listing any key measures along with the contact details of 
the TPC;  

 A map showing the location of the development in relation to the local area, highlighting the 
nearby bus stops and recommended walking routes, crossing facilities etc.  

 Public transport information, including: 

o A map showing the location of the site, highlighting the route between the local bus 
stops and Rochdale Railway Station; 

o Bus and rail timetables of existing services from nearby bus stops  

o A map showing the location of the site in relation to the local area, highlighting nearby 
Metrolink and train stations;  

o Rail timetables of existing local services from nearby bus stops 

 Active travel information, including:  

o A map showing local cycle and walking routes, which would also indicate the 
locations of cycle parking and cycle shops in the area;  

o Details of local bike repair shops/retailers and available discounts/promotions, along 
with available training and maintenance session 

o Health information.  

 Information about car sharing and potential setting up of a car share database;  

 A car cost calculator, providing information on the full cost of car use (i.e. financial, 
environmental, health, etc.); and  

 Details of local taxi firms.  

7.6 The TPC will ensure that any changes to the travel plan or any relevant information such as 

timetable seasonal changes are passed on to site users on a biannual basis in leaflet / electronic 

form or via noticeboards.   
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Walking 

7.7 Walking is suitable for journeys under two kilometres and can be combined with other methods 

such as public transport to cover longer distances 

7.8 The TPC will encourage walking as a mode of travel to work by implementing the following 

initiatives: 

 Raise awareness of the health benefits of walking through promotional material in the 
welcome pack;  

 Promote the availability of walking information, including route maps and useful tips and 
guidance on the Rochdale Borough Council Walking website  
https://www.visitrochdale.com/things-to-do/searchresults?sr=1&cat=vrwalks and the TFGM 
Bee Active website (https://beeactive.tfgm.com/walking/). 

 Provide a map showing walking routes as part of the welcome pack, indicating distances and 
recommended walk routes / crossing facilities; and  

 Walk to work week – Is an annual event run by living streets an aim is to encourage workers 
to walk to work and experience the benefits it brings. More information on this can be found 
at: https://www.livingstreets.org.uk 

Cycling 

7.9 The TPC will encourage cycling as an alternative mode of travel to the Mosque by implementing 

the following initiatives: 

 Raise awareness of the health benefits of cycling through promotional material in the 
welcome pack;  

 Promote the availability of cycling information, including route maps and provide information 
on cycle proficiency courses and adult cycle training from the Rochdale Borough Council 
website ( https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/sports-leisure/cycling) and the TFGM Bee Active 
website (https://beeactive.tfgm.com/cycling/).  

 Promote the availability of cycling information from the below cycle related websites: 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ and https://www.lovetoride.net/uk?locale=en-GB;  

 Liaise regularly with the cycling officer at RBC to ensure that up-to-date information is 
available regarding cycle routes and other facilities for cyclists in the vicinity of the site. 

Public Transport Information 

7.10 The TPC will encourage use of public transport as a mode of travel to the Mosque by implementing 

the following initiatives: 

 Provide up-to-date bus and train information, including route maps and timetables, with travel 
information packs and on noticeboards; 

 Provide details of the websites and telephone advice services to enable site users to obtain 
details on their individual journey requirements, including the Traveline website 
(http://www.traveline.info/)  

 Details of local taxi firms will be provided within the travel information pack. 
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Marketing Summary  

7.11 The TPC will be responsible for providing site users with an overview of the travel plan in order to 

promote a range of modes of transport and increase awareness of the alternative modes.  

 

7.12 As noted above, the following marketing tasks will be undertaken as part of the travel plan 

implementation:  

 Development of a travel information pack for the travel plan, providing a summary of the 
contents and key measures for implementation, to be disseminated to site users in either 
paper form or electronically. Travel Information will be distributed to all site users within 3 
months of approval of this travel plan by RBC;   

 Any local authority leaflets, posters, timetables will be obtained, for display on noticeboards 
within the development.  
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8 ACTION PLAN 

8.1 The action plan follows, and includes measures, monitoring and marketing actions to be 

implemented, timescales for implementation, responsibilities and an indication of the budget 

required in order to deliver each action.  

Action Target Date Responsibility Budget Indication 

Initial Setup  

Appointment of TPC In post 
Golden 

Mosque 
Staff time 

Exchange contact details with 

relevant RBC officers 

Within 1 month of travel plan 

approval 
TPC Staff time 

Obtain public transport timetables, 

cycle and walking route maps etc  

Within 2 months of travel 

plan approval 
TPC Staff time 

Procure and produce information 

to populate travel information 

packs  

Within 2 months of travel 

plan approval  TPC 
Staff time + 

materials 

Issue travel information packs to 

site users 

Within 3 months of travel 

plan approval 
TPC 

Staff time + 

printing 

Ensure travel noticeboards are 

erected and populated, and 

further leaflets/info are available 

Within 3 months of travel 

plan approval TPC 
Staff time + 

noticeboards 

Within 3 Months of Planning Approval 

Promote any local area / site-

specific cycle training and cycle 

maintenance sessions 

Within 3 months of planning 

approval 
TPC Staff time 

Install cycle parking in shared car 

park to the rear of the Mosque 

Within 3 months of planning 

approval 
TPC 

Purchase & 

installation 

costs 

Set up walking and cycling buddy 

schemes for site users 

Within 3 months of planning 

approval 
TPC Staff time 

Ongoing Tasks    

Promote local cycle training 

sessions to site users 
Quarterly  TPC Staff time 

Promote availability of cycle 

parking 
Quarterly  TPC Staff time 

Assess demand for cycle parking 

spaces 
Quarterly  TPC Staff time 
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Update site users with regard to 

any service or provision changes 

re local transport on six-monthly 

basis  

6 monthly TPC Staff time 

Annual Monitoring / Review 

Conduct repeat travel survey 

annually one year after the 

baseline survey, and thereafter for 

five years  

Annually for five years  TPC 
Staff time + 

printing 

Analyse responses and produce 

progress report 

Within 3 months of receipt of 

responses  
TPC Staff time 

Report updates using 

noticeboards  

Within 1 month of analysis 

taking place 
TPC 

Staff time + 

printing 

Continue regular monitoring as set 

out and agreed with RBC 
As agreed with RBC TPC Staff time 
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9 MONITORING AND REVIEWING 

9.1 To establish the success of the travel plan, an effective monitoring and review process must be 

agreed. Monitoring will ensure that there is compliance with the travel plan, assess the 

effectiveness of the measures and provide the opportunity for review of targets.  

Monitoring 

9.2 Monitoring of the plan is important for the following reasons: 

 It demonstrates to RBC the effectiveness of measures implemented and the progress being 
made towards travel plan objectives; 

 It justifies the commitment of the TPC and of other resources; 

 It maintains support for the travel plan by reporting successes; and  

 It helps to identify any deficiencies within the travel plan, including any measures that are 
not effective.  

9.3 Surveys will be used to monitor the number of site users walking, cycling, travelling by car and 

public transport to and from the site. The results will then be compared with the mode share targets 

identified earlier in this travel plan.  

Reviewing  

9.4 The TPC will undertake a review of the travel plan annually, following the survey. This review will 

be important in assessing the effectiveness of measures implemented, to identify areas where 

modification may be necessary.  In particular the following will be assessed: 

 The level of car / non-car usage at the site; and 

 Comments received from site users. 

9.5 The TPC will use data collected during the survey to compare the mode share statistics to the 

targets set for the development. The TPC may choose to revise the targets, in order to maintain a 

realistic travel plan goal. 

9.6 The TPC will also use spot check data regarding usage of facilities such as cycle parking, to 

investigate the effectiveness of the measures and initiatives being promoted and the contribution 

they make towards travel plan objectives. The TPC may choose to remove ineffective measures 

and/or initiatives and implement new measures. 

9.7 The TPC will prepare a progress report to include the results of monitoring, details and success of 

measures implemented and an action plan for the forthcoming period.   
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Future Surveys 

9.8 Changes to existing travel patterns, as derived from the data, will inform the annual review 

process. The annual review will summarise the data collected and propose revised initiatives and 

measures where targets have not been met, including a revised action plan.  

9.9 Future surveys will take place at the same time of year as the baseline survey (March, annually). 

Surveys will be undertaken on an annual basis for the first five years of operation after the planning 

approval. The travel plan coordinator (TPC) will be responsible for the surveys, together with 

delivery of the travel plan. 
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10 SUMMARY 

10.1 The Travel Plan reviews the existing transport facilities at the site and identifies a range of 

measures for implementation by the travel plan coordinator to reduce overall car usage and 

promote the use of sustainable transport modes by site users.  

10.2 Through the delivery of the measures discussed within this travel plan, the objectives identified will 

be fulfilled.  These include: 

 Reducing reliance upon the private car and improving awareness and usage of alternative 
modes of transport; and  

 Promoting walking, cycling, public transport and car sharing 

10.3 This document therefore ensures that sustainable access to the Golden Mosque is facilitated.  
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