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SITE TOOLBOX TALK
Tree Protection & Arboricultural Requirements
Project: Crossgates Primary School – Boundary Fencing Works

Purpose of Toolbox Talk
This toolbox talk has been issued to all site operatives and subcontractors to ensure that retained trees and Root Protection Areas (RPAs) are protected throughout the construction works in accordance with BS5837:2012.
Key Site Rules
No machinery or vehicle access within Tree Protection Areas (TPAs/RPAs).
No storage of materials, spoil, fuel or chemicals within RPAs.
No fires, cement washout or waste disposal near retained trees.
All excavation works within RPAs to be hand dug unless otherwise approved.
Tree protection fencing must not be moved or removed without authorisation.
Any exposed roots must be protected from drying out immediately.
Roots greater than 25mm diameter must not be cut without arboricultural approval.
All operatives must report tree damage or root exposure immediately.
High Risk Arboricultural Areas
⚠ G3 Boundary
Dense rooting likely. Hand digging only. Arboricultural supervision required.
⚠ G5 Corner Return
Sensitive rooting area. Fence alignment may require adjustment.
⚠ G1 Gate Area
Potential root conflict near proposed gate installation.
Emergency Procedure
Stop works immediately if significant roots are encountered.
Inform the Site Supervisor and Arboricultural Consultant.
Protect exposed roots with damp hessian or similar material.
Do not recommence works until approval has been given.
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All operatives signing this document confirm they have read and understood the tree protection requirements for this project.
Prepared By
This toolbox talk about the Arboricultural Method Statement and associated Tree Protection Measures have been prepared by:
Ryan Slack
ABC Level 2
Special Branch Tree Surgery
Date Prepared: 20th June 2026
This document has been produced in support of the proposed fencing installation works at Crossgates Primary School and has been prepared with reference to BS5837:2012 – Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction Recommendations.

info@specialbranch-treesurgery.co.uk
01706 658771
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