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Drainage Consultation on Application – PL/2026/0190 – Former Car Repairs Garage adjacent to Oakwood Cottage, Bamford Road, Heywood, OL10 4AG
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 16th June 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Former Car Repairs Garage adjacent to Oakwood Cottage, Bamford Road, Heywood, OL10 4AG.
Conversion of existing repair garage to 3 houses with rear dormer windows, alteration to existing roof and fenestration, new vehicular access with associated car parking, boundary treatments, bin store and landscaping following demolition of existing outbuilding at rear.

Documents Reviewed
· Location Plan
· Application Cover Letter
· Existing and Proposed Site Plan
· Proposed Plan and Elevations
· Topographical Survey
· Environmental Assessment Report
· UU Safe Dig Map

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. No drainage information has been provided. The site is locatedin Heywood, which is classified as a Critical Drainage Area. The application should be supported by a comprehensive drainage strategy together with a NW SuDS Pro Forma.  

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. The preliminary desktop study, Environmental Assessment Report, finds moderate ground contamination risk, this may influence viability of infiltration drainage techniques. 	The report includes a borehole log recording 6m of clay underlying topsoil, however it’s over 600m away. Further Phase 2 site-specific investigations are recommended in the report’s conclusions which should include testing to assess infiltration potential.

4. Sewer records indicate there are only combined sewers in the immediate vicinity. However, the River Roch is approximately 50m from the site and surface water discharge would need to be comprehensively investigated including potential 3rd party negotiations, s104 adoption etc before discharge to a combined sewer could be considered. 

5. For any drainage design, calculations should be provided showing the proposal’s drainage system to be feasible got a 1-in-100-year storm event + 45% climate change allowance, appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment Area.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. A comprehensive Drainage strategy should be submitted.
II. Infiltration potential should be investigated.
III. Potential for discharge into a watercourse should be investigated. 
IV. The above points should be addressed before the application can be accepted. It is not appropriate to apply conditions for a strategy which does not exist. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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