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Drainage Consultation on Application – PL/2026/0383 - 
Land off Mayfield Street, Rochdale
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering.
Date of Response: 30th June 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Land off Mayfield Street, Rochdale
Public Service Infrastructure, development comprising of the construction of a part one, two and three storey (split level) new Alternative Provision (AP) School with associated parking, play space and landscaping.
Documents Reviewed
· 2535-CWS-XX-XX-DR-L-1000 General Arrangement  P01
· BAP-SEV-ZZ-XX-RP-A-09004-P01-Design and Access Statement
· BAP-SEV-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-00500-P01-Location Plan
· BAP-SEV-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-00501-P02-Existing Site Plan
· BAP-SEV-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-00502-P02-Proposed Site Plan
· Brownhill SEN_Planning Statement 250410v2
· RR_PRU_Desk Study and Ground Investigation Report (1 of 3)
· RR_PRU_Desk Study and Ground Investigation Report (2 of 3)
· RR_PRU_Desk Study and Ground Investigation Report (3 of 3)
· RR-PRU-Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy
· RR-PRU-Topographical Survey
· UU Safedig Maps
· EA Flood Maps

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposed development site covers approximately 1.4 hectares and is located within Flood Zone 1. Flood Map for Planning indicates no area within the site boundary is vulnerable to surface water flooding for the 1 in 1000-year storm.

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. The Drainage Strategy drawing shows that the proposed development will discharge into the United Utilities 300Ø surface water sewer located on Mayfield Street, via downpipes, VC pipework, and a 615m³ attenuation tank positioned towards the southern boundary of the site. 

The GA drawing also indicates two separate types of porous asphalt, covering approximately 3,676m² in total, forming the majority of the site’s hardstanding.

4. The drainage strategy states that surface water runoff from the development will be managed via a sustainable drainage system incorporating rainwater harvesting and swales. However, the rainwater harvesting tank is not shown on the proposed drawings, and the swale is also absent from the layout. In addition, neither feature appears to have been included within the drainage model and it is unclear which impermeable areas are contributing to these features.

5. Infiltration has proven to be unviable through a ground investigation study exercise. The soakage testing has measured poor rates of infiltration within the shallow Glacial Till. Provision should therefore be made for attenuation on site and controlled discharge into the main drainage system. Two trial pit soakage tests were carried out, at depths of 1.50 m and 1.80 m (126.10 m OD and 126.85 m OD respectively) within the Alluvium and measured infiltration rates of between 5.3x10-7 m/s and 1.7x10-6 m/s.

6. Pre-application advice suggested that a greenfield run-off rate of 5l/s/ha shall be applied the drainage strategy shows a 5.1l/s discharge rate for the full site based off FSR data contemporary modelling practices typically dictate the use of Flood Estimation Handbook (FEH) data for greater accuracy.

7. The proposal’s design feasibility has been based on a 1-in-100-year storm event with a 45% allowance for climate change, which is appropriate for peak rainfall. This climate allowance is appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment area for ‘More Vulnerable’ vulnerability class.

8. The InfoDrainage summary for the 1 in 100-year + 45% climate change (15-minute Summer) event identifies active flooding at junctions SW01 (0.427 m³) and SW03 (1.742 m³). This should be revisited during detailed design.

9. The proposals are to discharge foul water generated by the development to the United Utilties 225Ø Combined Water sewer network.

10. A Maintenance and Management plan for all drainage systems and components has been provided in appendix E of the Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy Report.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:

i. The drainage proposals are acceptable in principle subject to the above points being addressed during subsequent design stages.
ii. Update the drainage drawings and hydraulic model to accurately reflect the rainwater harvesting and swales described in the written report.
iii. The strategy is considered to be sufficiently for these points to be conditioned. 
Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
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