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Drainage Consultation on Application – PL/2025/1272 – G N G Foam Converters Ltd, Todmorden Road, Littleborough, OL15 9EG
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 1st July 2026
Location & Proposed Development
G N G Foam Converters Ltd, Todmorden Road, Littleborough, OL15 9EG
Conversion of unused industrial storage space which contains a single-storey commercial building into a residential development comprising of 11 dwellings with associated parking, access road, and private gardens. 

Documents Reviewed
· Site Location Plan
· Proposed Site Plan
· RIDA Flood Risk Assessment
· Phase 1 Assessment
· Design and Access Statement

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. Although a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is provided. It is significantly lacking in detail  and no drainage information is provided. The proposal site is located in Flood Zone 3.  Additionally, Littleborough is a classified Critical Drainage Area, and with the number of dwellings provided, it can be considered a major development. Hence, a Sustainable Drainage Assessment, NW SuDS Pro-Forma and Drainage Strategy are also required to support the application. 

2. The FRA indicates the development satisfies both the Sequential and Exception tests for a development within flood zone 3. However, the explanations are generic with no actual detail provided. Detailed evidence that the proposals satisfy the tests is required before the proposal could be accepted.

3. Similarly, the FRA discusses drainage proposals, SuDS, flood storage etc but provides no details. It also does not identify maximum flood levels and associated finished floor levels.

4. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers
5. The Phase 1 report identifies Alluvium to be present via a desk study however its stated “further site-specific investigation would be required to confirm the nature and thickness of these deposits”. Investiagation should include BRE365 testing to assess whether infiltration systems may be feasible. Both full and partial infiltration system should be considered before it can be discounted as a drainage option.

6. The Flood Risk Assessment states the Rochdale Canal runs along the east of the site, however it is actually the River Roch. Works in proximity to the River Roch will require liaison with the Environment Agency. 

7. The existing drainage regimes for the site are not identified.

8. For any drainage design, calculations should be provided showing the proposal’s drainage system to be feasible for a 1-in-100-year storm event + 45% climate change allowance, appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment Area.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:

I. The FRA is too generic and does not demonstrate that the development is appropriate within a flood zone 3. It should be revisited to provide detailed evidence and details of risk mitigation.
II. Further evidence to demonstrate that the Sequential and Exception Tests are satisfied is required. 
III. If the tests can be satisfied, then a detailed drainage strategy which includes a Sustainable Drainage Assessment and NW SuDS Pro Forma should be submitted. 
IV. Assess infiltration potential with site-specific ground investigations and BRE365 testing. 
V. Discharge into the River Roch should be investigated and liaison with EA provided.
VI. The above points should be addressed before the application can be approved. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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