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Drainage Consultation on Application – OTH/2026/0437 – Sandbrook Business Park, Sandbrook Way, Rochdale, OL11 1LQ
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 13th July 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Sandbrook Business Park, Sandbrook Way Rochdale, OL11 1LQ
Submission of details to comply with conditions 7 (boundary treatment), 9 (drainage management), 11 (EVPCS), 18 (acoustic fence noise), 19 (external lighting), 20 (staff travel plan) and 21 (cycle storage) on planning permission 24/00271/FUL

Documents Reviewed
OTH/2026/0437
· Cover Letter
· Future Management Maintenance Plan
24/00271/FUL
· Decision Notice
· Indicative Drainage Layout Rev. C
· Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy Issue 03
· Consultee Response – LLFA Drainage dated 11/12/2024

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. Since the original Drainage Comments were issued, an updated drainage strategy and plan have been submitted after further liaising via emails, to reflect a more suitable, accepted drainage design. The condition to be cleared within this application relates to management and maintenance.

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. Superseding original trial pit tests, new deep boreholes suggest possible infiltration at depth below made ground. BH01 containing sandy gravel obtained 1.14 x 10-3 m/s in the north section of the site and slightly less in BH02 which comprised of silty sand with 5.2 x 10-4 m/s. Deep borehole soakaways have therefore been included, primarily in the north section of the site as the SW discharge point for the system.   

4. SW is to be entirely captured within the soakaway system, discharging into the ground via deep borehole soakaways without the need for connection into the existing piped SW network and reducing the rate of runoff into positive drainage systems. 

5. Source controls to reduce overall system volumes have been incorporated into the design via hydroplanters and swales in a sufficient capacity as was recommended in previous communications.   

6. Adoption management arrangements and operational maintenance requirements, inspections etc. has been provided to adequate detail. It’s recognised that management will ultimately fall upon Northern Trust Co Ltd (N.T.) who own the current site drainage which is to remain. 

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The drainage proposals are consistent with previous discussions and are acceptable. 
II. The Future Management and Maintenance Plan is provided and the associated condition 9 (drainage management) can be discharged. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Office
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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