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Drainage Consultation on Application – OTH/2026/0488 – Land West of New Street, Littleborough, OL15 8HW  
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 16th July 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Land west of New Street, Littleborough, OL15 8HW
Submission of details to comply with conditions 9 (WSI), 10 (surface water drainage), 11 (method statement control of invasive plants), 12 (CMS) and 13 (CTMP) on planning permission 22/01039/FUL.

Documents Reviewed
OTH/2026/0488
· Covering Letter
· FRA and Outline Drainage Strategy Rev. 02
· Proposed Drainage Plan Sheets
· S104 Drawings
22/01039/FUL
· Decision Notice
· Drainage Strategy Plan
· FRA and Outline Drainage Strategy
· Phase I Geoenvironmental Site Assessment ref. 15-075-R1-2
· Proposed Site Layout 

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposed drainage plan remains consistent with the original 22/01039/FUL application. But the latest submitted ‘Flood Risk Assessment and Outline Drainage Strategy’ remains an unchanged revision from the original application. Foul and surface water is treated separately through a piped network to serve the estate, with a piped gravity surface water system feeding to an attenuation basin before discharging into the River Roch. 

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. No assessment of infiltration using site based investigation has been undertaken. Therefore infiltration cannot be excluded as a potential option at this stage 

4. There is no SuDS source control for the highways, access road or private areas. The reasons provided in the FRA&DS are largely based on spatial constraints which is not acceptable. Space for water should be a design consideration.

5. Highways being offered for adoption will be required to incorporate Highway SuDS as part of any s38 application.

6. UU may also require two stage treatment of highways runoff and incorporation of SuDS in systems being offered for adoption. Furthermore, they may refuse to accept a piped system which provided for the 100 year event if no SuDS are provided.

7. The initial section of drainage in the access road is only receiving highway runoff and therefore it may need to be offered for highways adoption.

8. There is no indication if any agreements in principle, technical approvals etc have been obtained from or discussed with adoption bodies (eg UU, RBC Highways).

9. Microdrainage calculations have been performed to a 40% climate change factor. Design feasibility should be based on a 1-in-100-year storm event with a 45% allowance for climate change. This allowance is appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment area.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The proposals do not incorporate a suitable investigation of infiltration potential.
II. Green SuDS source control is required across the development area and along highways 
III. A 45% climate change allowance should be used in the Microdrainage model.
IV. The adoption strategies and feedback from adopting bodies should be provided.
V. The above points should be addressed before the condition can be discharged. 

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Office
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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