
UNEXPLODED BOMB RISK MAP

SITE LOCATION

Location: OL11 1TJ,
Map Centre: 390078,411841

This map principally indicates a hazard from Unexploded Bombs (UXB) due to WWII bombardment. Other sources of Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) may be present. It should
be noted that this map does not represent UXO risk and should not be reported as such when reproduced.

LEGEND

High: Areas indicated as having a bombing density of 50 bombs per 1000acre
or higher.

Moderate: Areas indicated as having a bombing density of 15 to 49 bombs
per 1000acre.

Low: Areas indicated as having 15 bombs per 1000acre or less.
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How to use your Unexploded Bomb (UXB) risk map?
This map indicates the potential for UXBs to be present because of World
War Two (WWII) bombing. It can be incorporated into a technical report,
such as a Phase 1 Desk Study, or similar document as an indication of the
potential for UXO encounter on a Site. Other sources of UXO may also
be indicated, although note that these are not comprehensive and more
detailed research is required to confirm their presence.

What if my Site is in a moderate or high density
area?
We typically recommend that a detailed UXO desk study and risk
assessment is undertaken for sites in an area with a moderate or high
bombing density.
Additionally, if your site is in close proximity to a strategic target, military
establishment, airfield or bombing decoy, then additional detailed research
is recommended.

If my site is in a low risk area, do I need to do anything?
If both the map and other research confirm that there is a low potential for UXO
to be present on your site, then, subject to your own comfort and risk tolerance, works can
proceed with no special precautions.

If you are unsure whether other sources of UXO may be present, you can request
one of our pre-desk study assessments (PDSA) by emailing a site boundary and
location to pdsa@zetica.com.

You should never plan site work or undertake a risk assessment using these maps
alone. More detail is required, to include an assessment of the likelihood of a source
of UXO hazard from other military activity not reflected on these maps.

If I have any questions, who do I contact?
tel: +44 (0) 1993 886682  email: uxo@zetica.com  web: www.zeticauxo.com

The information in this UXB risk map is derived from a range of sources and should be used with the accompanying notes on our website.

Zetica cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information or data used and cannot accept any liability for any use of the
maps. These maps can be used as part of a technical report or similar publication, subject to acknowledgement. The copyright remains with Zetica Ltd.
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RISK EVALUATION 
The method for risk evaluaƟon is a qualitaƟve method of interpreƟng the output from the risk 
esƟmaƟon stage of the assessment, based on CIRIA 55222. It involves the classificaƟon of the: 

 Magnitude of the potential consequence (severity) of the risk occurring (Table A). 
 Magnitude if the probability (likelihood) of the risk occurring (Table B). 

Consequence (Severity) 
ClassificaƟon DefiniƟon Example 
Severe Short term (acute) risk to human health likely to results 

in ‘significant harm’ as defined by the Environment 
ProtecƟon Act 1990, Part IIA. 
Short term risk of polluƟon (note: water Resources Act 
contains no scope for considering significance of 
polluƟon) of sensiƟve water resource. 
Catastrophic damage to buildings/properƟes. 
A short-term risk to a parƟcular ecosystem, or organism 
forming part of such ecosystem (note: the definiƟon of 
ecological systems within the DraŌ Circular on 
Contaminated Land, DETR, 2000). 

High ConcentraƟons of cyanide on the 
surface of an informal recreaƟon area. 
Major spillage of contaminants from site 
into controlled waters. 
Explosion, causing building collapse (can 
also equate to short term human health risk 
if buildings are occupied). 

Medium Chronic damage to Human Health (‘significant harm’ as 
defined in DETR, 2000). 
PolluƟon of sensiƟve water resources (note Water 
Resources Act contains no scope for considering 
significance of polluƟon). 
A significant change in a parƟcular ecosystem, or 
organism forming part of such ecosystem. 

ConcentraƟons of a contaminant from site 
exceed generic, or site-specific assessment 
criteria. 
Leaching of contaminants from a site to a 
major or minor aquifer (Principal and 
Secondary). 
Death of a species within a designated 
nature reserve. 

Mild PolluƟon of non-sensiƟve water resources. 
Significant damage to crops, buildings, structures, and 
services (‘significant harm’ as defined in DETR, 2000). 
Damage to sensiƟve buildings/structures/services or 
the environment. 

PolluƟon of non-classified groundwater. 
Damage to building rendering it unsafe to 
occupy (e.g., foundaƟon damage resulƟng 
in instability). 

Minor Harm, although not necessarily significant harm, which 
may result in a financial loss, or expenditure to resolve. 
Non-permanent health effects to human health (easily 
prevented by means such as personal protecƟve 
clothing etc). 
Easily repairable damage to buildings, structures, and 
services. 

The presence of contaminants at such 
concentraƟons that protecƟve equipment is 
required during site works. 
The loss of plants in a landscaping scheme. 
DiscoloraƟon of concrete. 

Table A. ClassificaƟon of Consequence 

Probability (Likelihood) 
ClassificaƟon DefiniƟon 
High Likelihood There is a pollutant linkage and an event that either appears very likely in the short term and almost 

inevitable over the long term, or there is evidence at the receptor of harm or polluƟon. 
Likely There is a pollutant linkage, and all the elements are present and in the right place, which means that 

it is probable that an event will occur. 
Circumstances are such that an event is not inevitable, but possible in the short term and likely over 
the long term. 

Low Likelihood There is a pollutant linkage and circumstances are possible under which an event could occur. 
However, it is by no means certain that even over a longer period such event would take place and is 
less likely in the shorter term. 

Unlikely There is a pollutant linkage, but circumstances are such that it is improbable that an event would 
occur in the very long term. 

Table B. ClassificaƟon of Probability. 

  



 

 

These classificaƟons are then compared to indicate the risk presented by each pollutant linkage (Table 
C). It is important that this classificaƟon is only applied where there is a possibility (which can range 
from high likelihood to unlikely) of a pollutant linkage exisƟng. 
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Table C. Comparison of Consequence against Probability 

Once the risk has been determined the corresponding acƟon can be assessed (Table D). 

Risk AcƟon Required 

Very High Risk 

There is a high probability that severe harm could arise to a designated receptor from an 
idenƟfied hazard, OR there is evidence that sever harm to a designated receptor is 
currently happening. 
This risk, if realised, is likely to results in a substanƟal liability. 
Urgent invesƟgaƟon (if not already undertaken) and remediaƟon are likely to be required. 

High Risk 

Harm is likely to arise to a designated receptor from an idenƟfied hazard. 
RealisaƟon of the risk is likely to present a substanƟal liability. 
Urgent invesƟgaƟon (if not undertaken already) is required and remedial works may be 
necessary in the short term and are likely over the longer term. 

Moderate Risk 

It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an idenƟfied hazard. 
However, it is either relaƟvely unlikely that any such harm would be severe, or if any harm 
were to occur it is more likely that the harm would be relaƟvely mild. 
InvesƟgaƟon (if not already undertaken) is normally required to clarify the risk and to 
determine the potenƟal liability. Some remedial works may be required in the longer 
term. 

Low Risk It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an idenƟfied hazard, 
but it is likely that this harm, if realised, would at worst normally be mild. 

Very Low Risk There is a low possibility that harm could arise to a receptor. In the event of such harm 
being realised it is not likely to be severe. 

Table D. DescripƟon of the ClassificaƟon and Likely AcƟon Required. 

Where a very low risk is idenƟfied no specific remediaƟon is required. 

Where a low risk is idenƟfied, some form of remediaƟon may be required depending on the pollutant 
linkage, the type and concentraƟon of contaminants present and the proposed development.  

Where there is a moderate/low risk is idenƟfied, an assessment will be undertaken to establish what 
category the pollutant linkage will fall into. 

Where LKC idenƟfies a moderate or higher risk, remediaƟon or further invesƟgaƟon work is 
recommended.  



 

 

Appendix F - References 



 

 

 
1 Environment Agency, October 2020, “Land contaminaƟon risk management (LCRM). How to assess and manage the risks 
from land contaminaƟon”. 
2 Ministry of Housing, CommuniƟes and Local Government, December 2024, “NaƟonal Planning Policy Framework”. 
3 hƩps://www.gracesguide.co.uk/1891_CoƩon_Mills_in_Rochdale 
4 hƩps://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/496791 
5 hƩps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-45177976 
6 Environment Agency, October 2020, “Land contaminaƟon risk management (LCRM). How to assess and manage the risks 
from land contaminaƟon”. 
7 Department of the Environment. Industry Profile. TexƟle Works and Dye Works. 1995. 
8 Department of the Environment. Industry Profile. Engineering Works electrical and electronic equipment manufacturing 
works including works manufacturing equipment containing PCBs) 1996.. 
9 Defra (2002). “PotenƟal Contaminants for the Assessment of Land”. R&D PublicaƟon CLR 8. 
10 hƩps://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/drone-footage-shows-devastaƟng-fire-
15027607 
11 hƩps://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/gallery/fire-at-rochdale-mill-15027008 
12 CL:AIRE, October 2021, "Good PracƟce for Risk Assessment for Coal Mine Gas Emissions". 
13 EA (2008). “Updated Technical Background to the CLEA Model”. Science Report – SC050021/SR3. 
14 Environment Agency, January 2009, "Updated technical background to the CLEA model", Science Report SC050021/SR3. 
15 CIRIA, January 2001, "Contaminated land risk assessment. A guide to good pracƟce", C552. 
16 Health & Safety ExecuƟve, 1991, "ProtecƟon of Workers and the General Public during the Development of Contaminated 
Land", HSG66. 
17 The BriƟsh Standards InsƟtuƟon (BSI), December 2017, "InvesƟgaƟon of potenƟally contaminated sites. Code of pracƟce - 
Code of pracƟce", BS 10175:2011+A2:2017. 
18 The BriƟsh Standards InsƟtuƟon (BSI), May 2020, "Code of pracƟce for ground invesƟgaƟons", BS 5930:2015+A1:2020. 
19 CIRIA, December 2007, "Assessing risks posed by hazardous ground gases to buildings", C665. 
20 CL:AIRE, November 2012, "A PragmaƟc Approach to Ground Gas Risk Assessment", RB 17. 
21 The BriƟsh Standards InsƟtuƟon (BSI), January 2019, "Code of pracƟce for the design of protecƟve measures for methane 
and carbon dioxide ground gases for new buildings", BS 8485:2015+A1:2019. 
22 CIRIA, January 2001, "Contaminated land risk assessment. A guide to good pracƟce", C552. 



 

  

 

LK GROUP

SN4 7DВ

0141773 6269

info@thelkgroup.com

01793 987390

info@thelkgroup.com

Glasgow

Wright Business Centre

1 Lonmay Road

Glasgow
G33 4EL

Swindon

39 Bowman House Business Centre

Bowman Court

Whitehill Lane

Royal Wootton Bassett

Swindon

M4 QDJ

0161 763 7200

info@thelkgroup.com

0161 763 7200

info@thelkgroup.com

Manchester (Head Office)

Unit 29

Eton Business Park

Eton Hill Rd, Radcliffe

Manchester (Ancoats Office)

84 Silk Street

Ancoats

Manchester

Based across the UK with

offices in Manchester, Liverpool,

Swindon and Glasgow.


