[image: ] Highways and Engineering Service - Economy and Environment
Drainage Consultation on Application – PL/2026/0525 – Rochdale Cricket Lacrosse and Squash Club, Bridgefold Road, Rochdale, OL11 5BX
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response 6th August 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Rochdale Cricket Lacrosse and Squash Club, Bridgefold Road, Rochdale, OL11 5BX
Proposed installation of 4 outdoor padel courts with canopies, boundary fencing and associated clubhouse facility (re-submission of 25/00929/FUL).

Documents Reviewed
· Location Plan
· Existing Site Plan 
· Design and Access Statement
· Phase 1 Preliminary Risk Assessment 
· Drainage Strategy 
· Proposed Site Plan
· Previous LLFA review 20/11/2025

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposal is a resubmission of previous application (25/00929/FUL) which included a drainage strategy acceptable in principle. The site and plans remain the same, an area of 0.24 hectares which isn’t located within Flood Zone 2 or 3. There is a small area of surface water flooding within the site boundary. Therefore, a Flood Risk Assessment should therefore be submitted in addition. 

2. The aim should be to discharge surface run off as high up the following hierarchy of drainage options as reasonably practicable: The ordered drainage techniques to be assessed with the aim to reduce or omit lower techniques:
· Control at Source (Infiltration / Recycling)
· On Site Treatment (Basins, Swales, Rain gardens, Tree pits)
· Local Treatment (Adoptable Ponds, Basins, Swales etc)
· Regional Treatment (ditto usually to a larger scale)
· Discharge to Watercourses / Bodies
· Discharge to SW Sewers
· Discharge to Combined Sewers

3. A soakaway is proposed as the primary drainage technique after the Phase I Preliminary Risk Assessment identifies Devensian Sand and Gravel superficial deposits. There are no boreholes on the site, and the strategy mentions “It’s recommended that infiltration testing to BRE 365 digest is undertaken as part of any future site investigations works at the site so that this can be used as satisfactory evidence”. Site investigations and infiltration testing must be conducted before proceeding with a soakaway strategy. Current design is based on an assumption of 1x10-6 m/s. 

4. It is recognised that Red Brook is culverted approximately 25m south of the site boundary. This is proposed as an alternative outfall if infiltration is not found to be viable. 

5. The ‘SuDS Feasibility’ table finds permeable paving and tree pits as feasible, but they are not detailed on the drainage plan. Other SuDS source controls e.g. hydro-planters, rain-gardens etc should also be feasible. 

6. A 25% climate change allowance has been used in software design calculations. The system feasibility should be based on a 1-in-100-year storm event with a 45% allowance for climate change. This allowance is appropriate for the ‘Irwell Management’ Catchment area.

7. An operational maintenance and management schedule has been provided. 

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. Site investigation and infiltration testing must be conducted to confirm assumptions or determine whether an alternative outfall to Red Brook is required to be detailed.
II. SuDS source controls should be detailed on plans.
III. The drainage strategy is acceptable in principle, subject to the above points being addressed by conditions.  

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Office
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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