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1. Introduction
This Supporting Planning Statement has been prepared in support of the planning application seeking planning permission for the proposed change of use of the existing dwellinghouse to a Children's Residential Care Home (Use Class C2).
The proposal is to provide a safe, stable and nurturing family-style home for children and young people who are unable to live with their families. The home will provide high-quality residential care within an existing residential property while maintaining the character and appearance of the surrounding neighbourhood.
This statement has been prepared in response to the Local Planning Authority's request for additional supporting information and provides details of the proposed use, occupancy, staffing arrangements and operational management of the home.

2. Site Description
The application site comprises an existing residential dwelling located within an established residential area.
The property benefits from existing vehicle and pedestrian access, private garden space and off-street parking.
No extensions, structural alterations or external building works are proposed as part of this application.
The property will continue to retain its existing residential appearance.

3. Proposed Development
Planning permission is sought for the change of use of the existing dwellinghouse to a Children's Residential Care Home (Use Class C2).
The proposal does not include:
· Any extensions.
· Any alterations to the external appearance of the property.
· Any changes to the existing roof, windows or doors.
· Any alterations to the driveway or parking arrangements.
· Any changes to the existing access arrangements.
Internally, the property will continue to function as a domestic family home. Minor internal room allocations may be made to support the day-to-day operation of the home; however, these will not involve any structural alterations.
The home will operate in accordance with the requirements of relevant children's home legislation and regulatory standards.

4. Proposed Occupancy
The home will accommodate a maximum of one child or young person at any one time.
The children will typically be between the ages of 8 and 17 years, although admissions will depend upon the home's registration and the individual needs of each child.
Operating with a maximum of one child enables personalised care within a family-style environment while maintaining a level of activity comparable to that of a typical residential dwelling.

5. Staffing Arrangements and Hours of Operation
The Children's Residential Care Home will operate on a 24-hour basis throughout the year.
Typical staffing arrangements will comprise:
· Two Residential Support Workers during daytime hours.
· Two Residential Support Workers during overnight hours, either as waking night staff or sleep-in staff depending upon the individual needs of the children.
· One Registered Manager who will generally work weekday office hours and attend the home as required for management, supervision, regulatory compliance and meetings.
· Additional staff or professionals may attend occasionally where required for training, supervision or to meet the individual needs of the children.
Typical staffing shifts are anticipated to be:
	Shift
	Working Hours

	Day Shift
	 08:00 – 23:00

	Night Shift
	 23:00 – 08:00


Staffing levels will always be determined by the assessed needs and risk assessments of the children in placement. Regardless of staffing levels, occupancy will remain limited to a maximum of one children.

6. Parking, Access and Highways
Existing vehicle and pedestrian access to the property will remain unchanged.
The existing driveway provides sufficient off-street parking for staff vehicles.
Given the small scale of the proposal, visitor numbers and vehicle movements are expected to remain low and comparable with those generated by a typical family household.
No highway alterations are proposed.

7. Impact on the Character of the Area
The proposal has been carefully designed to integrate within the existing residential environment.
As no external alterations are proposed, the property will continue to appear as a normal dwellinghouse and will not alter the visual character of the surrounding street scene.
The limited occupancy of one children and the domestic nature of the operation mean that activity associated with the property will be similar to that of a typical family home.
Existing refuse and recycling arrangements will remain unchanged, and no additional external storage or infrastructure is proposed.
Overall, the proposal is not expected to result in any significant adverse impact on neighbouring residential amenity or the wider character of the area.

8. Conclusion
This application seeks planning permission for the change of use of an existing dwellinghouse to a Children's Residential Care Home (Use Class C2).
The proposal involves no extensions, structural alterations or external changes to the property.
The home will provide accommodation for a maximum of one children within a safe, stable and nurturing family-style environment supported by appropriately qualified staff operating on a 24-hour basis.
The proposal will retain the residential appearance of the property, preserve the character of the surrounding area and make a positive contribution by providing much-needed residential care accommodation for vulnerable children.
For the reasons set out within this statement, it is respectfully requested that the Local Planning Authority validates and grants planning permission for the proposed development.

