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Drainage Consultation on Application – PL/2026/0684 Dicken Green Mill Development adj Greenfield Lane OL11 2SL
LLFA Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Highways and Engineering
Date of Response: 2nd September 2026
Location & Proposed Development
Dicken Green Mill Development adj Greenfield Lane OL11 2SL 
Residential development- 44 affordable dwellings including access, car parking, open space and other associated works.  
Documents Reviewed
· Site Location Plan
· High Level Engineering Appraisal revision P3 
· High Level Impermeable Areas Plan revision P3 
· High Level Flood Exceedance Plan Revision P3
· Phase 2 Geo-Environmental Investigation 
· Site Layout with Topographical Survey 
· Flood Risk Assessment Rev 3 
· United Utilities comments 
· Environment Agency comments 
· Canal and River Trust comments
· EA Flood Maps for Planning
· UU SafeDig Map
· PreApp comments - KM Email 21/04/2026

Drainage & Flood Officer Comments
1. The proposals to primarily drain surface water via soakaways are acceptable in principle. Testing has been undertaken which confirms the viability for infiltration. 
2. However, the soakaways for the main areas of highway are located at the crest of an embankment. This could result in destabilisation of the embankment and the design philosophy together with a detailed risk assessment should be provided. It is noted that the EA have raised a similar query.
3. It is unclear why the drainage for the main access road into the site is being routed by gravity along Queensway. The drawing identifies the outfall as a public SW sewer. However, records indicate this is Sudden Brook culvert. Sudden Brook is a main river and therefore the discharge will require an EA permit.  
4. The EA flood model data reported in the FRA only extends to the north side of the Rochdale Canal. It is unclear if there is any data for the upstream section of Sudden Brook or how the culvert is represented in the model data or whether the profile and relative levels are understood.
5. If the option to outfall to the culvert is progressed, then further assessment of flood risk and the feasibility of constructing a new manhole on the culvert would require more detailed assessment.
6. It appears feasible to route the main access road drainage to the soakaways. Although this may require a section of deeper excavation it is unclear if this would be more problematical than excavation works along Queensway and constructing a new manhole on the culvert.

Drainage & Flood Officer Summary:
I. The design philosophy for the location of soakaways and associated risks should be provided and clarified. 
II. The design philosophy for the outfall to Sudden Brook and associated risks should be provided and clarified. 
III. The above points should be addressed prior to approval and not left to conditions.

Consultation by Keith Mealey
Drainage & Flooding Officer
 keith.mealey@rochdale.gov.uk
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