



	[image: RBC logo portrait 2016]

	
	Public Health and Communities 
Kuiama Thompson
Director of Public Health and Communities


Public Protection and Customers  
Number One Riverside,
Smith Street, Rochdale, OL16 1XU

Tel: (01706) 924688
Email: jonathon.parr@rochdale.gov.uk
Website: www.rochdale.gov.uk




Date: 7th September 2026
Team: Environmental Control (Landfill Gas) 
Application Number: PL/2026/0735 
Proposal: Outline planning application (with all matters reserved other than access) for the construction of two industrial units (Use Classes B2 and B8) together with ancillary office space (Use Class E), with supporting loading bays, trailer bays, trailer park spaces, parking spaces, landscaping, infrastructure and other associated works.  Land to the north east of Birch Business Park, Heywood.

Dear Nick, 
I have reviewed the following information provided as part of the application;

WSP Land North of Birch Business Park, Environmental Statement Volume 3 Non-Technical Summary, Report Reference UK0040790.1297 - Birch Business Park New - Documents\03 WIP\5.EIA\Volume 1 Non-technical summary, and;
WSP Land North of Birch Business Park, Environmental Statement Volume I Chapter 9 – Ground Conditions and Contamination, Report Reference UK0040790.1297 - Birch Business Park New - Documents\03 WIP\5.EIA.
The reports submitted are acceptable.  Paragraph 9.1.5 states the following:
“Phase 2 Intrusive ground investigation shall be undertaken prior to construction, to confirm the conceptual site model derived from the Phase 1 Desk Study/identify potential contaminant linkages. Should contamination be identified which is considered to pose a risk to sensitive receptors then remediation will be undertaken and appropriately validated which would represent an overall improvement to the existing baseline.
Beyond this, it is not considered that there are further opportunities for environmental enhancements in relation to ground conditions for the Proposed Scheme.”
To ensure this recommendation is undertaken, I would recommend the following condition, should you deem to grant permission:
“No development hereby permitted (except demolition and site clearance) within any approved phase shall commence until the following land contamination documents have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority:
Preliminary Risk Assessment (PRA). Submission of this document is the minimum requirement;
Generic Quantitative Risk Assessment (GQRA). Submission of this document if PRA requires it;
Detailed Quantitative Risk Assessment (DQRA). Submission of this document if GQRA requires it;
Remedial options appraisal. Submission of this document if approved ‘risk assessment’ requires it;
Remediation strategy. Submission of this document if approved ‘characterisation and risk assessment’ requires it, and;
Verification plan should a Remediation strategy be approved.
The documents referred to above shall characterise potential risk to sensitive receptors, giving consideration to human health, controlled waters and the wider environment.  The Remediation Strategy shall be informed by the findings of the approved ‘characterisation and risk assessment’ and prepared in accordance with the following guidance: Land Contamination Risk Management (LCRM).
In the event that contamination is found at any time when carrying out the approved development that was not previously identified, it must be reported in writing immediately to the Local Planning Authority. An updated investigation and risk assessment must be undertaken and where remediation is necessary a remediation scheme must be prepared, which shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.
Reason: To ensure the safe development of the site in the interests of the amenity of future occupiers in accordance with Policy G9 of the adopted Rochdale Core Strategy, Policy JP-S1 of the adopted Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan, and in accordance with the aims and paragraphs CC2, L2, P1, and P2 of the National Planning Policy Framework (August 2026).” 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
Yours sincerely,

Jonathon Parr

Jonathon Parr
Environmental Health Senior Officer (Environment Prot)
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