Hi Nick,

Thank you for providing the updated BNG report for this application which includes information regarding an updated botanical survey in July (optimal survey season).

I have the following final comments:

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) or similar, has not been provided for this application, however given the small scale, relatively urban nature and the limited habitats to be removed on-site, a full PEA is not essential as the proposals are unlikely to impact protected/priority species. I have the following general recommendations:

1. Protected species can turn up in unexpected places and the granting of planning permission does not negate the need to abide by the laws which are in place to safeguard biodiversity. An informative should be used so that the applicant is aware that they must seek ecological advice should they find or suspect that the proposals will impact on protected species. 
1. Work that will impact on habitats where nesting birds may be present (for example works to/or removal of scrub/grassland), should not be undertaken in the main bird nesting season (March – August) unless suitable checks for active bird nests have been undertaken.
1. Planning policy encourages enhancements and net gains for biodiversity to be delivered through the planning system.  Wherever possible measures to enhance the site for biodiversity should be secured as part of this planning application and could include the integration of bat or bird boxes onto each new dwelling or on the mature trees at the appropriate heights/aspects. Hedgehog highways (e.g. gaps in garden/perimeter fences) are also recommended to allow continued movement of hedgehogs across the site. I would suggest the enhancements are secured by condition.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219284475]The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment appears to be accurate and appropriate. The proposal is achieving a net gain of 0.26 habitat units (+8.80%) and a gain of 0.25 hedgerow units (+433.13%). The habitat gains are currently not achieving the minimum 10% net gain required and the trading rules are not satisfied, therefore the applicant will need to purchase off-site units to make up the shortfall and to satisfy the trading rules, and this must be evidenced to discharge the Biodiversity Gain Condition. 

A Habitat Monitoring and Management Plan (HMMP) detailing management prescriptions for a 30-year period needs to be secured as part of the planning process so that GMEU can be confident that the habitats can be created and maintained on-site. GMEU recommend a Section 106 is used to secure the gains and HMMP, although it is at the discretion of the LPA to decide which mechanism is used. We would advise that mechanism is agreed between the applicant and the LPA before the application is determined.

The statutory Biodiversity Gain Condition will apply should this planning application receive permission. To discharge the condition, the following is required: a Biodiversity Gain Plan (using DEFRA template), final BNG metric including on-site and off-site information (off-site information must be filled in by the off-site unit provider) and evidence of the off-site unit provider including gain site reference number. The off-site units must also be allocated to this application on the Biodiversity Gain Sites Register to discharge the condition. Please see Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for how this should be dealt with on the decision notice.

In summary, GMEU are satisfied that this application can be forwarded to determination and that any permission if granted is supported by the conditions recommended above, including the statutory Biodiversity Gain Condition.

If you have queries relating to this advice, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Melissa Sullivan 
Ecologist

Greater Manchester Ecology Unit
Tameside MBC, Dukinfield Town Hall
King Street, Dukinfield,
Tameside, SK16 4LA

Tel: 0161 342 2842
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