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The Noise Impact Assessment / Acoustic Mitigation Strategy 
63 Ramsden Road, Wardle, Rochdale - Planning Application: PL/2026/0241 

 

1. Introduction 

This statement has been prepared in support of the proposed conversion of 63 Ramsden Road into a mixed-use 

development comprising: 

• One small Class E(g)(i) office/workspace;  

• Three self-contained residential apartments.  

 

The purpose of this statement is to explain the anticipated noise environment, the nature of the proposed commercial 

use, and the acoustic design measures incorporated into the refurbishment to minimise noise transmission between 

occupiers and neighbouring properties. 
 

At the time of preparing this statement, the building is undergoing general refurbishment and repair works. This has 

provided the opportunity to replace much of the original internal fabric and incorporate modern standards of acoustic 

separation and fire compartmentation that were not present within the original building. 

These works include replacement of ceilings and internal linings, upgrading fire protection, improving acoustic 

separation and renewal of building services. 

These improvements were considered beneficial irrespective of the outcome of the current planning application, as 

they improve the safety, performance and condition of the existing building.  

They should not be interpreted as implementation of the proposed development.

 

2. Existing Context 

The property occupies a mixed-use position within Wardle village and is surrounded by a variety of compatible uses 

including: 

• residential dwellings;  

• bakery/sandwich shop (on the same terraced row) 

• public house (opposite the property) 

• fish and chip shop;  

• newsagent;  

• library;  

• dentist;  

• regular public transport.  
 

The proposal therefore sits within an established mixed-use environment rather than a wholly residential location.

 

3. Proposed Commercial Use 

The proposed commercial accommodation falls within Use Class E(g)(i) and is intended solely as a low-intensity office 

and creative workspace. 

Typical activities include: 

• administration;  
• floral design;  
• sewing (small scale soft-furnishings);  
• painting;  
• craft work;  
• restoration and upcycling of small furniture.  

 

The workspace is intended to be occupied primarily by the applicant in connection with an existing business.  

The activities proposed are comparable to those commonly undertaken within a domestic home office and are not 

expected to generate unusual levels of noise or disturbance. 
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The proposal does not include: 

• retail sales;  

• food preparation;  

• manufacturing;  

• heavy machinery;  

• amplified music;  

• entertainment;  

• late-night operation.  
 

Accordingly, the proposed commercial use is expected to generate only very low levels of noise.  
 

Relationship with Neighbouring Properties 

The proposed Class E(g)(i) office use is intended to operate as a quiet workspace for administrative and creative 

activities. No noisy commercial processes, retail activity, customer waiting areas or late-night operation are proposed.  
 

The workspace is intended to operate predominantly during normal daytime business hours. 

It is not intended to be open to the general public - visits are by appointment and expected to be infrequent,  

not expected to generate a high volume of visitor traffic.  
 

The applicants have also incorporated enhanced acoustic measures throughout the refurbishment to minimise the 

potential for noise transmission both within the building and to adjoining properties. 

 

4. Separation of Uses 

The commercial accommodation occupies the front section of the ground floor. 

The basement provides ancillary accommodation for the commercial unit including: 
• kitchenette;  
• WC;  
• storage.  

 

The residential accommodation occupies: 

• rear ground floor apartment;  

• first-floor apartment;  

• second-floor apartment.  

• Lock-up storage areas in the basement 
 

The commercial and residential accommodation are physically separated by walls, floors and protected circulation routes. 

 

5. Acoustic Design Measures 

The building is undergoing a comprehensive refurbishment during which enhanced acoustic and fire protection 

measures are being incorporated throughout the development. 

The acoustic strategy includes: 

• Installation of Knauf Sound Panel and Gypfor Acoustic Plasterboard in place of standard plasterboard. 

• Walls enclosing the protected escape route have been constructed using fire-rated plasterboard together 

with acoustic plasterboard to improve both fire compartmentation and airborne sound insulation.  

• Double-layer ceiling construction incorporating Fire-rated plasterboard to increase mass and improve 

airborne sound insulation.  

• Installation of 100 mm ODE Lunaflex APR HP Acoustic Mineral Wool between floor joists to absorb airborne 

sound and reduce sound transmission between floors.  

• Application of FIRE-X Intumescent Acoustic Sealant around board perimeters, junctions and service 

penetrations to minimise air leakage, improve acoustic integrity and maintain fire compartmentation.  
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• Additional plasterboard layers have been incorporated within separating wall constructions where 

appropriate to further improve acoustic separation.  
 

These measures have been selected as part of an integrated refurbishment strategy intended to improve both 

acoustic performance and fire safety throughout the building.

 

6. Building Regulations 

The completed building is intended to comply with the relevant requirements of the Building Regulations, including: 

• Approved Document B (Fire Safety); and  

• Approved Document E (Resistance to the Passage of Sound).  

The final acoustic performance of the building will arise from the combined performance of the complete wall, floor 

and ceiling constructions rather than from any individual product. 

 

7. Summary of Acoustic Measures 
 

Construction Element Acoustic Measure 

  

Separating walls (Internal) Acoustic plasterboard and Fire-rated plasterboard,  
with additional boarding where appropriate 

Party walls Acoustic Plasterboard and Intumescent Acoustic sealant to board junctions. 

Protected escape route walls Fire-rated plasterboard together with acoustic plasterboard 

Separating ceilings Double-layer fire-rated plasterboard construction 

Floor voids 100 mm ODE Lunaflex APR HP Acoustic Mineral Wool 

Board junctions & penetrations FIRE-X Intumescent Acoustic Sealant 

  

Commercial use Low-intensity office/workspace only. 
The proposed office use is expected to generate noise levels comparable 
with normal domestic occupation. 

 

 

8. Conclusion 

The proposed commercial use is inherently low intensity and is not expected to generate significant noise. 

The applicants have deliberately incorporated enhanced acoustic construction techniques during the comprehensive 

refurbishment of the building.  

These include acoustic plasterboard systems, double-boarded ceilings, acoustic mineral wool insulation, intumescent 

/ acoustic sealing and modern fire compartmentation. 

 

The acoustic measures described in this statement have been selected voluntarily by the applicants as part of a 

comprehensive refurbishment strategy to improve the quality, safety and long-term performance of the building. 

 

These measures represent a significant improvement over the original construction of the building and demonstrate a 

commitment to providing a good standard of accommodation for future occupiers. 

The proposal is therefore considered capable of providing an acceptable acoustic environment for both the future 

occupiers and the commercial workspace while remaining compatible with neighbouring properties. 

 
 

Product Datasheets and Photographs of materials used are attached. 
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DATASHEETS 
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FIRE-X   Intumescent and Acoustic Sealant 
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Photographs of materials in use 

 

Although most walls have now been skimmed after sound-boarding – these photographs show purple sound board 

exposed at skirting board level. 

Sound board has been applied to party walls; both sides of walls between rooms; ceilings at ground floor  

 - plus fire-board for fire separation where such separation required for protected route or potential separate units. 

 

 

Party walls – ground floor 

    

 
 

Party walls – First floor 
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Ground floor - Sound-board to dividing walls and ceiling   (First layer to ceiling) 

 

  
 



Noise Impact Assessment & Acoustic Mitigation Strategy  – 63 Ramsden Road           Adelle Hartwell©  All Rights Reserved          Page 13 of 
13 

 

   
Acoustic Mineral wool in use - Ceilings / Floors 

       
Ground floor Hallway - First layer sound board                               Second layer – Fireboard for protected route 

                                                                                                                    Intumescent / Acoustic sealant in use  

  
   

 
 

First floor ceiling– Fire board and 

intumescent / Acoustic sealant in use  

 

 

 

 

 

First Floor ceiling – double boarding 


