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Environmental Management Service 
Rights of Way
Consultation Response on behalf of Head of Environmental management

Application: 
	PL/2026/0631 
STABLE AND LAND TO THE WEST OF FERN HILL FARM, FERN HILL LANE, LANEHEAD, ROCHDALE, OL12 6BW



Date Received: 06.10.2026     

Date of Response: 09 October 2026

Proposal:
Extension and conversion of the existing stable building to create one x 2 bedroom dwelling including the provision of a bin storage area, parking and associated landscaping and works.

Consultation Report:

I have observed the associated papers for this proposal and noted the following: 
1. The proposal does not appear to affect the right of way labelled as RocBFp21 on our records.
2. The route must always remain open and available prior, during and following the completion of the development.
3. There must not be any materials, fencing, vehicles or machinery obstructing the right of way at any time.
4. Any disturbance of the surface must be repaired as soon as possible.
5. No other rights of way must be disturbed whilst undertaking the development. 
6. No cabling, pipework or other to be laid under or across the right of way.
7. Should it be necessary to cross the right of way with plant machinery you must provide banks man to monitor the crossings and ensure a vehicle crossing barrier is laid to ensure the surface Construction traffic engines should be closed for approaching horse and rider, whilst riders know their horses they can react differently to various noises.  This may provide a reduced risk for horse and rider and driver of vehicle.
8. Heavy rainfall may cause difficulties of excavation the rights of way should remain available unless closed or diverted.  Care must also be taken to ensure that other rights of way are not affected by the works, and/or of water issues from the site, watercourses should not be drained or directed onto the rights of way.

RIGHTS OF WAY OFFICERS RESPONSE:
Having observed the associated paperwork related to the Planning Application for Fern Hill Farm, I have made my comments above.  My role under section 130 Highways Act 1980 is to protect the rights of the public and to ensure the rights of way network is open and available for use without difficulty. 
The Legal issues related to this is as follows:
Temporary closures/Diversions - Any routes affected by the proposal that require a diversion the Council would require a four months lead in time for temporary closures/diversions. 
Enforcement – should any route be obstructed without an order in place, Enforcement may be carried out to reinstate the existing route to its correct location, the Council may however allow the public to walk around any works if it is safe to do so, and, if it is not at a distance away from the existing route that it could be deemed a diversion.
Disturbing the Surface - It is illegal to make ditches within a right of way or to cause damage to a surface, it is a disturbance of the surface that could result in an injury by any person(s) (or horse) using the right of way.  Any works carried out should ensure it cannot be accessed by the public. 
It would also require establishing whether there are any existing structures (gates, stiles, signs) along the route that may have to be removed to undertake any works, these will require reinstatement following completion of the works.  
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